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Jesus is___
Jesus is the Son of God sent from heaven
Jesus is Risen with power to save sinners
Jesus is the only Begotten Son
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Chrislam
Chrislam is an attempt to syncretize 
(combine/reconcile) Christianity with 
Islam. The essential concept of Chrislam is 
that Christianity and Islam are 
compatible, that one can be a Christian 
and a Muslim at the same time.
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A Common Word
www.acommonword.com
“We want to begin by acknowledging that in 
the past (e.g. in the Crusades) and in the present 
(e.g. in excesses of the “war on terror”) many 
Christians have been guilty of sinning against 
our Muslim neighbours. Before we “shake your 
hand” in responding to your letter, we ask 
forgiveness of the All-Merciful One and of the 
Muslim community around the world”
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A Common Word
“A Common Word Between Us and You 
identifies some core common ground 
between Christianity and Islam which lies at 
the heart of our respective faiths as well as 
at the heart of the most ancient Abrahamic 
faith, Judaism.”
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A Common Word - Signatories
Harold W. Attridge, Dean and Lillian Claus Professor of New Testament, Yale 
Divinity School *Joseph Cumming, Director of the Reconciliation Program, Yale 
Center for Faith and Culture, Yale Divinity School *Emilie M. Townes, Andrew 
Mellon Professor of African American Religion and Theology, Yale Divinity 
School, and President-elect of the American Academy of Religion *Miroslav Volf, 
Founder and Director of the Yale Center for Faith and Culture, Henry B. Wright 
Professor of Theology, Yale Divinity School Martin Accad, Academic Dean, Arab 
Baptist Theological Seminary (Lebanon) Scott C. Alexander, Director, Catholic-
Muslim Studies, Catholic Theological Union Roger Allen, Chair, Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, University of Pennsylvania Leith 
Anderson, President, National Association of Evangelicals Ray Bakke, Convening 
Chair, Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding Camillo Ballin, Bishop, Vicar 
Apostolic of Kuwait (Roman Catholic) Barry Beisner, Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of 
Northern California Federico Bertuzzi, President, PM Internacional, 
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A Common Word - Signatories
President, PM Internacional, Latin America James A. Beverley, Tyndale Seminary, Canada Jonathan Bonk, 
Executive Director, Overseas Ministries Study Center Gerhard B?wering, Yale University Joseph Britton, 
Dean, Berkeley Divinity School at Yale John M. Buchanan, Editor/Publisher, The Christian Century Joe 
Goodwin Burnett, Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Nebraska Samuel G. Candler, Dean, Cathedral of St. 
Philip, Atlanta Juan Carlos C?rdenas, Instituto Iberoamericano de Estudios Transculturales, Spain Joseph 
Castleberry, President, Northwest University Colin Chapman, Author David Yonggi Cho, Founder and 
Senior Pastor, Yoido Full Gospel Church, Seoul, Korea Richard Cizik, Vice President, National Association 
of Evangelicals Corneliu Constantineanu, Dean, Evangelical Theological Seminary, Croatia Robert E. 
Cooley, President Emeritus, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary Harvey Cox, Harvard Divinity School 
John D’Alton, President, Melbourne Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies, Australia Andr? Delbecq, 
University of Santa Clara Keith DeRose, Yale University Andr?s Alonso Duncan, CEO, Latinoamerica
Global, A.C. Diana L. Eck, Harvard University Bertil Ekstrom, Executive Director, Mission Commission, 
World Evangelical Alliance Mark U. Edwards, Jr., Senior Advisor to the Dean, Harvard Divinity School 
John Esposito, Director Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, 
Georgetown University David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity, Cambridge University Timothy George, 
Dean, Beeson Divinity School, Samford University Roberto S. Goizueta, Boston College Bruce Gordon, 
University of St. Andrews William A. Graham, Dean, Harvard Divinity School Lynn Green, International 
Chairman, YWAM Frank Griffel, Yale University Edwin F. Gulick, Jr., Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of 
Kentucky David P. Gushee, President, Evangelicals for Human Rights Kim B. Gustafson, President, 
Common Ground Elie Haddad, Provost, Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon L. Ann Hallisey, 
Hallisey Consulting and Counseling Paul D. Hanson, Harvard Divinity School Heidi Hadsell, 
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President, Hartford Seminary David Heim, Executive Editor, The Christian Century Norman A. Hjelm, National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA, retired Carl R. Holladay, Candler School of Theology, Emory University Joseph Hough, President, 
Union Theological Seminary, NY Bill Hybels, Founder and Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church Nabeel T. Jabbour, 
Consultant, Professor, Colorado Shannon Sherwood Johnston, Bishop Coadjutor, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia David Colin Jones,
Bishop Suffragan, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia Stanton L. Jones, Provost, Wheaton College, IL Tony Jones, National Coordinator,
Emergent Village Riad A. Kassis, Theologian, Author, Consultant Paul Knitter, Union Theological Seminary, NY Manfred W. Kohl, 
Vice President of Overseas Council International, USA James A. Kowalski, Dean, Cathedral of Saint John the Divine, NY Sharon 
Kugler, University Chaplain, Yale University Peter Kuzmic, President, Evangelical Theological Faculty Osijek, Croatia Peter J. Lee, 
Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia Linda LeSourd Lader, President, Renaissance Institute Tim Lewis, President, William Carey 
Int’l University John B.Lindner, Yale Divinity School Duane Litfin, President, Wheaton College Greg Livingstone, Founder, Frontiers 
Albert C. Lobe, Interim Executive Director, Mennonite Central Committee Rick Love, International Director, Frontiers Douglas 
Magnuson, Bethel University Peter Maiden, International Coordinator, OM Danut Manastireanu, World Vision International, Iasi, 
Romania Harold Masback, III, Senior Minister, The Congregational Church of New Canaan, New Canaan, CT Donald M. McCoid, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America C. Douglas McConnell, Dean, School of Intercultural Studies, Fuller Theological Seminary 
Don McCurry, President, Ministries to Muslims Brian D. McLaren, Author, Speaker, Activist Kathleen E. McVey, Princeton 
Theological Seminary Judith Mendelsohn Rood, Biola University Steve Moore, President and CEO, The Mission Exchange (formerly 
EFMA) Douglas Morgan, Director, Adventist Peace Fellowship Richard Mouw, President, Fuller Theological Seminary Salim J. 
Munayer, Academic Dean, Bethlehem Bible College, Jerusalem Rich Nathan, Senior Pastor, Vineyard Church of Columbus David 
Neff, Editor in Chief and Vice-President, Christianity Today Media Group Alexander Negrov, President, St. Petersburg Christian 
University, Russia Richard R. Osmer, Princeton Theological Seminary George E. Packard, Bishop Suffragan for Chaplaincies of the 
Episcopal Church Greg H. Parsons, General Director, U.S. Center for World Mission Doug Pennoyer, Dean, School of Intercultural 
Studies, Biola University Douglas Petersen, Vanguard University of Southern California Sally Promey, Yale Divinity School Thomas 
P. Rausch, S.J., 
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Loyola Marymount University David A. Reed, Wycliffe College, University of Toronto Neil Rees, International Director, 
World Horizons Cecil M. Robeck, Jr., Fuller Theological Seminary Leonard Rogers, Executive Director, Evangelicals for 
Middle East Understanding William L. Sachs, Director, Center for Reconciliation and Mission, Richmond Lamin Sanneh, 
Yale Divinity School Andrew Saperstein, Yale Center for Faith and Culture Robert Schuller, Founder, Crystal Cathedral 
and Hour of Power Elizabeth Sch?ssler Fiorenza, Harvard Divinity School Francis Sch?ssler Fiorenza, Harvard Divinity 
School William Schweiker, University of Chicago Donald Senior, C.P., President, Catholic Theological Union, Chicago C. L. 
Seow, Princeton Theological Seminary Imad Nicola Shehadeh, President, Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary 
David W. and K. Grace Shenk, Eastern Mennonite Missions Marguerite Shuster, Fuller Theological Seminary John G. 
Stackhouse, Jr., Regent College, Vancouver Glen Stassen, Fuller Theological Seminary Andrea Zaki Stephanous, Vice 
President, Protestant Church in Egypt Wilbur P. Stone, Bethel University, MN John Stott, Rector Emeritus, All Souls 
Church, London Frederick J. Streets, Yeshiva University William Taylor, Global Ambassador, World Evangelical Alliance 
John Thomas, President and General Minister, United Church of Christ Iain Torrance, President, Princeton Theological 
Seminary Michael W. Treneer, International President, The Navigators, CO Geoff Tunnicliffe, International Director, 
World Evangelical Alliance George Verwer, Founder and former International Director, OM Harold Vogelaar, Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago Berten A. Waggoner, National Director, Association of Vineyard Churches Jim Wallis, 
President, Sojourners Rick Warren, Founder and Senior Pastor, Saddleback Church, and The Purpose Driven Life, Lake 
Forest, CA J. Dudley Woodberry, Dean Emeritus, Fuller School of International Studies, Fuller Theological Seminary 
Christopher J.H. Wright, International Director, Langham Partnership, London Robert R. Wilson, Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs, Yale Divinity School Nicholas Wolterstorff, University of Virginia Godfrey Yogarajah, General 
Secretary, Evangelical Fellowship in Asia Community Council of the Sisters of the Precious Blood, Dayton, OH.
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Qur’an Quotes
“God, there is no god but He, the Living, the 
Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with 
the Truth, confirming what came before it; 
and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel.” 
(3:2-3)
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Qur’an Quotes
“We believe in God, and in what was revealed 
to us; and in what was revealed to Abraham, 
and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
Patriarchs; and in what was given to Moses, 
and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord.” 
(3:84)
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Qur’an Quotes
“The Angels said, “O Mary, God gives you 
good news of a Word from Him. His name is 
the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-
esteemed in this world and the next, and one 
of the nearest.” (3:45)
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Qur’an Quotes
The Qurʾān says that God revealed the Torah 
(first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the 
Gospel just as he revealed the Qur’an to 
Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the 
Bible has been corrupted and altered over the 
years (although the Qurʾān doesn’t say this), 
while the Qurʾān has been perfectly preserved. 
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Similarities Christianity and Islam
Islam and Christianity are monotheistic 
religions that maintain the universe was 
created by God, that God has given humanity 
a special revelation, and that there will be a 
final judgment.
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Jesus Is Prominent in the Qur’an
Jesus is given a prominent place in the Qur’an. 
He’s called the Messiah, Son of Mary, 
Messenger, Prophet, Servant, Word, and 
Spirit of God. Jesus is always spoken of with 
reverence in the Qur’an. His virgin conception 
is indicated in Surahs 3:45–48 and 19:18–22. 
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Qur’an Jesus
The Qurʾān teaches that Isa (Jesus), son of 
Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like 
many other messengers (prophets) before 
him. Because Jesus ate food like other 
beings, they say he was mortal, not God, 
because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) 
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Qur’an rejects Jesus as Son of God
The Qur’an rejects the notion Jesus is divine. 
Particularly offensive to Muslims is the title 
“Son of God.” (5:109–119). There can be little 
doubt that Muhammad understood this title 
to imply the physical generation of the 
alleged Son from the Father, an implication he 
detested (23:90–93; cf. 112)
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Monogenes
The Nicene Creed and the New Testament 
were both originally written in Greek, and 
possibly one of the most crucial words in 
Christology is the Greek word monogenes
Translated “only begotten” or “one and 
only”
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Luke 8:42
For he had one only  [monogenes] daughter, 
about twelve years of age, and she lay a 
dying. But as he went the people thronged 
him.
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Luke 9:38-39
And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, 
“Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he 
is my only [monogenes] child. 39 And behold, 
a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. 
It convulses him so that he foams at the 
mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly 
leave him. 
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John 3:16
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only [monogenes] Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 
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What’s going to be on the test?

23

Jesus is____
Jesus is the Son of God sent from heaven
Jesus is Risen with power to save sinners
Jesus is the only Begotten Son
Jesus is a member of the Trinity
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Hebrews 1:1-4
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the 
world. 
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Hebrews 1:1-4
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high,
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Jesus the Only Begotten
1. Differentiated from the Biblical prophets
2. The Son is heir of all things
3. Created the world
4. Radiance of the glory of God
5. Exact imprint of his nature
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Jesus the Only Begotten
1. Making purification for sins, he 
2. Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high
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Isaiah 42:8
I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I 
give to no other, nor my praise to carved 
idols.
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John 1:1-3
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made
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John 1:4-5, 9-10
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it…9 The 
true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him.
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I am
Jesus is the incarnate Son of God, member of 
the trinity.   Jesus was not shy about declaring 
His deity.

BEFORE ABRAHAM, I AM
I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIGHT

32
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