John 15:4

4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me.

Abiding

A continuous, intimate relationship with God.
Believers are like branches connected to
Christ, the vine, which highlights the necessity
of remaining in Him for spiritual vitality.
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Spiritual Habits of the Resilient

Courage and endurance together produces
resilience - the ability to overcome every
opposition to victory.

1. Abiding in Christ

Exodus 33:7

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it
outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he
called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who
sought the LORD would go out to the tent of
meeting, which was outside the camp.

Abiding Principles

1. Turn our tent into a place to meet with God
2. Be an example to others of abiding with God
3. Future generations will gain from our abiding




Galatians 5:16-24

16 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will
not gratify the desires of the flesh.

17 For the desires of the flesh are against the
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other,
to keep you from doing the things you want to
do.

Galatians 5:16-24

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under the law. 19 Now the works of the

flesh are evident: sexual immorality,

impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery,
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions,

Galatians 5:16-24

21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like
these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that
those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,
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Galatians 5:16-24

23 gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. 24 And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.

Fruit Grows

Fruit is grown
It takes time
Right conditions (soil, water, Sonlight)

. Weeding is essential
It takes skill

One fruit,
many seeds




Abiding Produces Fruit

1. Acceptable fruit

Acceptable Offering, Acceptable Fruit

The acceptable offering is something God
provides for us to sacrifice to Him

The acceptable fruit is grown in our hearts
through the agency of the Holy Spirit. We learn
to “yield” to the work of the Holy Spirit in order
to “yield” the fruit of the Spirit, a process that
involves a lot of practice and a lot of
repentance.

Galatians 5:16-24

16 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will
not gratify the desires of the flesh.

17 For the desires of the flesh are against the
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other,
to keep you from doing the things you want to
do.
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Fruit of Spirit and Acts of The Flesh

Acts of Flesh

Sexual Immorality, Impurity, Body |Joy
Debauchery, Orgies, Self-Control
Drunkenness

m Faithfulness

Idolatry, Witchcraft

Hatred, Fits of Rage Love
Gentleness

Selfish Ambition, Jealousy, Peace
Envy, Discord, Dissensions, Patience

Factions Kindness

Galatians 5:13-14

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another.

Christian Freedom

Christian freedom is when we voluntarily
choose to obey God’s will in order to pursue
a greater spiritual intimacy with Him




Abiding Produces Righteousness

1. Acceptable fruit
2. Righteousness brings freedom

Aim for Heaven

“Aim at Heaven and you will get Earth thrown
in; aim at Earth and you will get neither.”

- CS Lewis

Pursue Righteousness

“If you pursue happiness without
righteousness, you’ll get neither. But if you
pursue righteousness, you’ll get both.”

- Tim Keller
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If You Keep Doing What You’ve Been
Doing, You'll Keep Getting What
You’ve Been Getting

Matthew 5:6

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matthew 10:39

39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
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Abiding Produces Righteousness

. Acceptable fruit
Righteousness brings freedom

. Judgment seat of Christ is central to the
gospel

Acts 24:24-27

24 After some days Felix came with his wife
Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul
and heard him speak about faith in Christ
Jesus. 25 And as he reasoned about
righteousness and self-control and the coming
judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go
away for the present. When | get an
opportunity | will summon you.”

Acts 24:24-27

26 At the same time he hoped that money
would be given him by Paul. So he sent for
him often and conversed with him. 27 When
two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded
by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the
Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.
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Heaven’s Reward

Heaven’s reward scale is based on
faithfulness and fruitfulness

1 Timothy 1:12-17

12 | thank him who has given me strength, Christ
Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful,
appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly
| was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent
opponent [NIV violent man]. But | received mercy
because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief,

14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 1:12-17

15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom | am the
foremost. 16 But | received mercy for this
reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display his perfect patience as an
example to those who were to believe in him
for eternal life.
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1 Timothy 1:12-17

17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen.

John 15:4

4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me.
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