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Then Nathan said to David, 
“You are that man!”
  (2 Samuel 12:7, NLT)





This story shows 
three truths:



1. The power of sin



“As that old proverb says, ‘From 
evil people come evil deeds.’  So 
you can be sure I will never harm 
you.”
  (2 Samuel 24:13, NLT)
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“I delight to do your will, O Lord, 
your law is written on my heart.”
  (Psalm 40:8, NLT)



This story teaches us that the 
seeds of the most terrible atrocity 
live in every human heart, in the 
best people, even people who 
are converted by God.” 

— Tim Keller

“





STUFF I WANT
THAT I CAN’T HAVE



2. The pain of 
consequences



Nathan answered, “The Lord has 
taken away your sin.  You will not 
die.  But.…”
  (2 Samuel 12:13,14, NLT)



3. The possibility of 
redemption











Psalm 51



Have mercy on me, O God,
   because of your unfailing love.
Because of your great
compassion
   blot out the stain of my sins.
  (Psalm 51:1, NLT)
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The sacrifice you desire is a 
   broken spirit.
You will not reject a
   broken and repentant heart,
   O God.
  (Psalm 51:17, NLT)



Create in me a clean heart, O God,
   Renew in me a steadfast spirit.
(Psalm 51:10, NLT)



No one is ever beyond
redemption.





“Jesus, remember me
when you come into

your Kingdom.”



“I assure you, today you 
will be with me in 

paradise.”



You are that man.



Leader:  Have mercy on us, O  
God, according to Your unfailing love; 
according to Your great compassion 
blot out our transgressions. 

People:  Wash away all our 
iniquities and cleanse us from our 
sin.



Leader:  Create in us a pure heart, 
O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within us.

People:  Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation and grant us a 
willing spirit, to sustain us.



Leader:  We will praise you, Lord, 
among the nations; we will sing of 
you among the people.

People:  For great is your love, 
reaching to the heavens; your 
faithfulness reaches to the skies.



Leader:  We cry aloud to the Lord; 
we lift up our voices to the Lord for 
mercy.

People:  When our spirit grows 
faint within us, it is you who 
watches over our way.



All:  Our sacrifice, O God, is a 
broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart you, God, will not 
despise.
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