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social & religious upheaval                                 

cycle of sin/oppression/repentance/deliverance 

 “In those days there was no king in Israel. 
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

Judges 21:25ESV





“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting 
covenant between me and you and your 

descendants after you for the generations to 
come, to be your God and the God of your 

descendants after you. 
  



’As for you, you must keep my covenant, you 
and your descendants after you for the 

generations to come.’”   

Genesis 17:7-9NIV



“You shall not seek their peace or their 
prosperity all your days forever.” 

Deuteronomy 23:6NASB



“Be careful to follow every command I am 
giving you today, so that you may live and 

increase and may enter and possess the land 
the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. 



Remember how the LORD your God led you all 
the way in the wilderness these forty years, to 

humble and test you in order to know what was 
in your heart, whether or not you would keep 

his commands.  



 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and 
then feeding you with manna, which neither 
you nor your ancestors had known, to teach 

you that man does not live on bread alone but 
on every word that comes from the mouth of 

the LORD.” 

Deuteronomy 8:1-3NIV



Folly - the antithesis of Wisdom 

  


“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom and the knowledge of the Holy One is 

insight.”  

                                            Proverbs 9:10-11ESV
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Folly - the antithesis of Wisdom 

  


Wisdom - exalt and honor God        
Folly   - Exalt self 

Wisdom - Seek the Lord’s Counsel 
Folly   - Deny God 

Wisdom - Follow God’s Will 
Folly   - Go our own way



Folly is the dangerous path that leads us 
away from wisdom, away from peace and 

away from divine favor.  
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Elimelech’s Sin   
breaking the covenant with the God of Israel  

• Elimelech died leaving his wife Naomi a 
widow in a foreign land


• Elimelech’s sons died leaving their wives as 
widows without the blessing of children


• Elimelech and his sons never returned to their 
homeland of Israel



“May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have 
dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant 
that you may find rest, each of you in the house 

of her husband!” 

Ruth 1:8-9ESV



“Do not urge me to leave you or to turn back 
from following you. For wherever you go, I will 

go, and wherever you stay, I will stay. Your 
people shall be my people, and your God 



my God.  Where you die, I will die, and there  
I will be buried. May the Lord do thus to me,  
and worse, if anything but death separates  

you and me!” 

Ruth 1:16ESV



“Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara for the 
Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  I 

went away full and the Lord has brought me 
back empty.” 

Ruth 1:20-21aESV



“See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace 
of God; that no ‘root of bitterness' springs up 
and causes trouble, and by it many become 

defiled.” 
             

                           
    Hebrew 12:15ESV
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Importance   God’s provision and promise    



“The more the story seems to hide the hand of 
God, the more it actually affirms, even more firmly, 

His total sovereignty. God does not act 
intermittently, but continuously.” 

Dr. David Jackman
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“Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a 
worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose 

name was Boaz.   

And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me 
go to the field and glean among the ears of 

grain after one in whose sight I may find favor. 
And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.”  

Ruth 2:1-2ESV



“And she happened to come to the part of the 
field belonging to Boaz… And behold, Boaz 

came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, 
“The Lord be with you.” And they responded, 

“The Lord bless you.” 
Ruth 2:3-4ESV



Boaz provided Ruth:  
Sustenance - food, water & extra grain    
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Boaz provided Ruth:  
Sustenance - food, water & extra grain    

     Safety - protection from any harm  
     Sanctity - as one who knew the Lord 

“May the Lord repay you for what you have done.  
May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God      
of Israel, under whose wings you have come to       

take refuge.”  Ruth 2:12ESV



 “May he be blessed by the Lord, who has not 
withdrawn His kindness from the living or the 
dead. The man is a close relative. He is one of 

our kinsman-redeemers."

Ruth 2:19-20BSB



“Spiritually, our lives 
resemble elements of the 
book of Judges, for there 
is no king in Israel, and 
there will not be until 

Jesus returns. Like Israel 
in the past, many of God’s 
people today are living in 

unbelief and disobedience 
and are not enjoying the 

blessings of God.”    
Dr. Warren Wiersbe



 “After supper He took another cup of wine and 
said, “This cup is the new covenant between 

God and his people—an agreement confirmed 
with my blood, which is poured out as a 

sacrifice for you.” 

Luke 20:22NLT
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