. The Enigma of |
| Pomponia Graecina |

A Patrician Trial, a ‘Foreign Superstition,’ and the
Subversive Rise of Early Christianity (AD 57)
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Christianity breaches the
Gentile fabric of the Empire.

The Crucifixion.

Our Focal Point.

Barely 27 years after the
crucifixion, whispers emerge

The Expulsion.

Emperor Claudius expels
Jews from Rome due to
severe riots instigated over
“Chrestus” (Christos/Messiah).

Christianity begins entirely
as a localized Jewish sect in

that a "novel and
mischievous superstition” has
infiltrated the highest echelons
of Roman aristocracy.

the province of Judea.
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Profile of a Roman Patrician

—

Subject: | Pomponia Graecina

Status: ~ High-born Patrician Nobility, representing the

|
absolute pinnacle of Roman societal power |
~and visibility. |
Spouse: Aulus Plautius, the celebrated Roman General

who recently commanded the legions that
conquered Britain for Emperor Claudius.

Household | Governs a massive domestic empire
Power: . comprising up to 2,000 retainers, dependents,
and slaves.

A NotebookllM



The catalyst for suspicion: A state of perpetual mourning.

The Event

The death of a close relative,a i Atemporary, formalized period of
woman named Julia. state mourning, followed by a swift
| return to patrician civic duties.

Mourning Civic Duty

Pomponia adopts a state of
continuous, unending mourning.
She wears perpetual black attire :
and permanently withdraws from § |
public life. In Rome, this eccentric
withdrawal bordered on treason.

Mourning

Perpetual Grief

A NotebooklLM



To rej ect Roman high society was to threaten the Empire.

Public Games: Essential for showcasing

the stability and power of the Empire. Complete absence.

| State Banquets Dining with the Emperor

and his officials was a mandated civic Total refusal to participate.
, duty for patrician wives.

The Civic Threat: In the Roman patrician class, you had to be seen fulfilling your functions.
Total withdrawal signaled a subversive rejection of the Empire’s foundational stability.

A NotebooklM



The state pressures Aulus Plautius
to act against his wife.

The official religion of the
state was the worship of the
goddess Roma and the

Emperor as a divine figure.

Roman historians writing

shortly after (like Tacitus
F O RE I GN and Suetonius) specifically
utilized the exact phrase
“novel and mischievous
SUPERSTITION | e
& early Christianity.

A “superstition” was any
unsanctioned, subversive
religious practice that
threatened civic participation
and absolute loyalty to the state.
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The anatomy of a domestic Roman trial.
Because of her elite status, Pomponia was not dragged before a public magistrate.

The Accused Patrician _

The Pu " of the Paterfamilias

The Law of Paterfamilias: Roman law granted the male head of the household absolute
jurisdiction to run his own law courts for his dependents. Aulus Plautius exercises his right to
bypass the state. He convenes a domestic court to act as the absolute judge over his own wife.
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The conqueror of Britain clears
his wife of all charges.

—# The Verdict: Plautius hears the

charges of foreign superstition... and
clears her completely.

—— The Unspoken Reality: As a powerful
general, he accepts her behavior,
effectively shielding her from the wrath
of the state and allowing her to live out
her life in quiet withdrawal.

— The Historical Mystery: Plautius protected
her, but what was the subversive
superstition she was actually practicing?
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The Suspected |}
| Religion

N

Hypothes1: 1 ‘
Pagan Mystery

Decoding the true nature of the
"Foreign Superstition.

Religions?

————

Hypothesis 2:
. Judaism?

A

e — A

Hypothesis 3: " |
. Christianity?

| TrlE. It was brand new, and it uniquely

False. Mystery cults did not require
adherents to withdraw from public life or
cease State Emperor worship.

False. Rome had a forrhal comprbhise
with the Jews exempting them from
Emperor worship. It was a known entity,

demanded a 180-degree lifestyle shift
away from Roman civic life.
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| attending the gladiatorial
| games was participating in

. |l grotesque violence and
| bloodshed. Attending the

W a Christian in a brothel”

S—

| To an early Christian,

games was akin to “finding ( E

| Christians strictly could

| not participate in state
| banquets dedicated to
| the Emperor as a god.

The Cover Story: Pompon

acceptable cover for her complete conversion to a pure, ascetic Christian lifestyle.

S LS L

ia’s “pe ” was almost certainly a socially
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The archaeological smoking gun in the catacombs.

The Evidence:

Centuries later, an excavation
in the oldest explicitly
Christian cemetery in Rome
reveals this tomb.

| The Cultural Proof: e ' N )’TI;:e Tralrslatuotn..
The Romans universally cremated g o R e R T s gmeﬂr S)
their dead. Christians buried theirs. [ - 73 P of Pomponia Graecina.
Finding her household’'s name in a |
Christian burial site confirms her , b - o
faith with 99.9% certainty. | | e S oA e
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A subterranean network thrives inside a Patrician household.
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The Synthesis:

Pomponia’s story is the
definitive confirmation of a

massive historical shift.

Ce e - ST

@ Peripheral Jewish Sect (AD 30)

Less than 30 years after the crucifixion,

Christianity was a movement of

fishermen and outcasts in Judea.
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The rapid, subversive upward mobility of early Christianity.
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Elite Patrician Circles (AD 57) we==

It was striking the very top structures
of global Roman society
with undeniable, subversive power.
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The Quiet Subversive.

' Pomponia Graecina did not die in the arena. I

She did not write theological treatises. But her
quiet refusal to conform—and her husband’s
protection of that refusal—proves that the
most powerful empire in the world was already |

being conquered from the inside out.
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