The Celtic
Wave

The Radical Story of
Britain’s First Church

A fiercely independent, Spirit-led
missionary movement that shaped
Europe long before Roman
institutionalism reached its shores.
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Eastern Roots, Not -
Roman Branches .
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' Britain & Ireland & Galatia
A decentralized, ascetic faith . Eastern liturgical roots, distinct
takes hold via trade routes | v Easter dating, and the 'slave of
' ¥ - Christ' frontal tonsure.
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| Irenaeus learns the Celtic
vernacular in the 2nd century
. to evangelize northward.




Supernatural Expectation

A pragmatic reliance on the Holy
Spirit. Prophecy, divine healing, and
angelic encounters were everyday

| expectations, not distant myths.
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~ Intrepid Missiology
- The belief that the gospel must
reach the absolute ends of the

earth, driving monks into the wild
. ocean and deep into pagan Europe.

- Ascetic Purity

 Extreme devotion through harsh
- physical discipline, seeking God
in the freezing elements, remote

islands, and deep isolation to
.~ avoid worldly affluence.




Enslavement

A British teenager from a Christian family is captured by
Irish brigands and enslaved in a brutal, pagan land.

The Dream of Escape

Directed by a prophetic dream, he escapes his masters,
finds a ship, and returns to Biritain.

The Call Back

A second vision features a man from Ireland crying,
“Come and walk these hills again, holy boy.”

The Apostle

Relying heavily on scripture, tongues, and deliverance, he
returns to evangelize the very people who enslaved him,
converting an entire nation in a single generation.




Dual Monastery

She founded and led a massive
house of refuge and devotion for
both men and women.

Brigid of Kildare: The
Mother Abbess (. 451-V

. The Ordination Theologian |l
Historical accounts report that Renowned across the land for her |

| during a service, a visiting bishop, | deep learning in the scriptures and
overwhelmed by the Spirit's leading, governance of male clergy.

spontaneously pronounced the
words of a bishop's ordination over
= Brigid, stating “| couldn’t help it.”
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Brendan: The Intrepid Voyager (c. 484-577)

A 7-year journey in a leather coracle with 17 monks, driven by a
desire to take the gospel to the furthest edges of the known world.

Island
of Glass
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Columba: The Island
Center (521-597)

Core Trait

Nicknamed “The Fox” for his
fiery, aggressive temperament,
which he later channeled into
fierce repentance and : .
missionary zeal. S
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The Breakthrough

Columba prayed for and
resurrected a sick chieftain’s
daughter, triggering the conversion

of an entire Scottish tribe.




Aidan & The King: A Royal Translation

The Setup: A captured English prince learns Gaelic while exiled in Scotland. When he returns
to rule Northumbria, he brings the Scottish-speaking evangelist Aidan with him.
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The Dynamic:
Because Aidan did not speak English, the King himself
stood beside the missionary, actively translating his
sermons for the pagan Northern English crowds. <.
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Hilda & Caedmon:
The Cultural Hub (7th Century)

Caedmon’s Song N =
A tone-deaf kitchen boy who"“" g

hid during musical feasts. In a
dream, Jesus commanded him §
to sing. He woke with a ?
miraculous, charismatic gift of (§
music, composing the first
great English sacred songs
based on Genesis and the
Gospels.

Literacy & Learnmg -
The monastery acted as an incubator, deeply
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' Leadershlp

I Hilda of Whitby presided

over a massive monastery
that trained both male and

female

the Celtic tradition of

eaders, maintaining

marriec
localize

priests and
d leadership

leaders

prioritizing scriptural learning and preserving texts
outside the reach of southern Roman influence.
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% The Wave

Washes Back

Y,

While Rome struggled to push
north of the Alps, the ‘barbaric’
islands launched a massive
missionary movement back into
the heart of Europe.

Monks like Gallus
established centers of
learning and evangelism
deep in central Europe
(e.g., St. Gallen in
Switzerland), pushing into
regions untouched by Latin
Christianity.




The Collision of Paradigms

The Roman Model
(Institutional)

The Celtic Model
(Inspirational)

Leadership &
Authority

Decentralized, charismatic, led
by Abbots/Abbesses.

|

Centralized, bureaucratic, led

by monarchial Bishops.

Ministry Profile

Ascetic, rough clothing, embedded
with the poor, married priests.

Affluent, purple vestments, aristocratic
separation, enforced celibacy.

Womenin
Leadership

Integrated, holding supreme
authority over dual monasteries.

Segregated, subordinated to

male hierarchy.

Liturgical
Markers

Eastern Easter dating,
“slave” frontal tonsure.

Latin Easter dating, circular

crown tonsure.
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U The Synod of

Whitby (664 AD) ; il s e
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English King asks who
holds ultimate authority.

Rome cites Matthew 16:
“To you do | give the
keys of the kingdom.”

Northern Celtic 7 %\ o

Christianity and X

Southern Roman g 6 \ ‘

Christianity meet to The King submits to the

decide the ultimate R “Keys of Peter.” Celtic

discipline and A (S TN S
authority for the S 1/ ! Christianity in England,
English church. A Scotland, and Wales is

*- o - ST A systematically subdued,

L YWAP || formalized, and brought

under Roman discipline.
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\é The Tragic
Irony of Ireland
. £ Step 3 (17th Century)

=S O CE— 1N — ] Following the Reformation,
' the Protestant English (under
William of Orange) return

Step 1 (5th Century) P N | with the sword to subdue

The Irish evangelize the pagan English, HENENC CAIDICHES
giving them the gospel through
daring missionary work.

™R
Step 2 (12th Century) N

Pope Adrian IV (an Englishman)
commissions King Henry |l to conquer
Ireland with English troops, violently
imposing Roman Catholic discipline
on the independent Irish church.

Takeaway: The lrish received their Catholicism by the English sword,

and were later persecuted for it by the English sword.
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An Irrepressible Spirit
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The Celtic Church was = \ | = It remains a historical
ultimately absorbed by N B - blueprint for a faith that
political alliances and NS | F prioritizes the movement
centralized bureaucracy, —~ > (@ of the Spirit over the
but its foundational | 7 { machinery of the
DNA—radical | =) WS | institution.
simplicity, charismatic ” o=
expectation, and profound
connection to the natural
world—was never truly
extinguished.
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