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How a forgotten village ignited world evangelism
and birthed modern Pentecostalism.
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The 250-Year Protestant Silence
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The Protestant Reformation reformed theology,
but it completely failed to evangelize the world. ~ — - ,
For over two centuries, state-sponsored Thte Catalnyt fortﬁlobal {mssnc;n did r
institutional churches remained geographically o SOMETOMILISICET el DROWE,

but from a persecuted fringe group
that prioritized the Holy Spirit over
institutional authority.

frozen in Europe.
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Roots in the Shadows

The Moravians were not an anomaly.
They were the inheritors of centuries
of underground, persecuted
“Inspirational” Christianity.

Driven to near extinction by 1707, a dying
patriarch named George Jaeschke issued a
final prophecy to this hidden remnant:

“You will see great deliverance.”

Montanists

Paulicians

Waldensians Hussites

Unitas Fratrum
(The Moravians)
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The Crucible of Herrnhut

Count Zinzendorf allowed radical refugees to settle on his estate.
Initially, they fought bitterly over doctrine. They desperately needed a
unifying force greater than theological agreement.

Fleeing Moravian Refugees
(led by Christian David)

Diverse Sects

(Lutherans, Calvinists, Anabaptists) Herrnhut
(The Lord’s Watch)
Fierce Theological Bickering =722

(branding each other “of the devil”)

Count Zinzendorf's Patronage
(A wealthy, passionate Pietist)
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The Catalyst: August 13, 1727

The Impact: Divisions instantly
dissolved, replaced by radical

The Event: During a holy
communion service, the

community experienced an
overwhelming ‘baptism of the

unity and an overpowering
sense of God's presence.

The Moravian
Pentecost at
Berthelsdorf.

The Legacy: They established a charismatic

template of experiential faith that would lay
dormant in the mainstream for nearly two centuries.
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The Engine: The 100-Year
Prayer Watch

The immediate fruit of 1727 was
unprecedented spiritual discipline.
The Moravians established a
continuous, 24/7 prayer relay.

This unbroken prayer chain lasted for exactly one century. It served as the
structural “flywheel” that sustained their impending global dispersion.
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The Unprecedented Metric: 1in 5

By 1732, the Moravians became the first
Protestant church to undertake foreign
missions as a total community.

For a time, one in
every five Moravian
families became a
missionary family.

The other four families stayed behind to work and fund them. They were not a church with a
missions society; they were a mission church.
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Breaking the Silence

Driven by the Holy Spirit, Moravian missionaries aggressively expanded
into the hardest, most unreached corners of the globe.
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The Ultimate Sacrifice: Their commitment was so radical
that missionaries willingly offered to sell themselves into

slavery just to gain access to preach to the enslaved
populations of the West Indies plantations.
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The First Ripple: Methodism

The Moravian spark leaped to England. Moravian missionary Peter
Boehler mentored a struggling John Wesley, leading directly to
Wesley's profound, experiential conversion.

Transferred DNA:
* Field Preaching

Herrnhut

* Intense small-group
discipleship (Bands)

» Experiential, spirit-led faith

Methodism
(John & Charles Wesley)
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The Second Ripple: Holiness & Egalitarianism

Methodism birthed the 19th-century Holiness movement and the
The Holiness
Movement

Salvation Army. Led by figures like William and Catherine Booth,
this stream rejected rigid institutionalism for radical purity.
Methodism The Salvation
(John & Charles Wesley) Army

)

The Restoration of Women in Ministry: Just as earlier radical movements
elevated female prophets, the Salvation Army explicitly authorized female
preachers, ensuring husband and wife held equal rank in ministry.
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The Third Ripple: The
Birth of Pentecostalism

At the start of the 20th century, the foundational
Moravian experiences—baptism of the Spirit,
prophetic gifts, and intense missionary
zeal—erupted on a global scale.

The Holiness Movement

The Salvation Army -

Early Pentecostal and Holiness preachers
popularized and mainstreamed the
charismatic reality that the Moravians had
established two centuries prior.

Azusa Street

‘ ~ 20th Century
Pentecostalism

Marie Woodworth-Etter |
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Diagnostic Matrix: Two Streams of History
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Charismatic, raised organically
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Sunday-centric, passive attendance. | Community Shared goods, intense body life,

radical discipleship.
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The Cycle of Radical Renewal

Anabaptists, Moravians, the Salvation
Army, and early Pentecostals were all
initially denounced as demonic by the
establishment. Yet, a century later, their
core tenets (community life, world
missions, charismatic worship) were
absorbed by virtually all mainstream
denominations.
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1. Outpouring: The Holy Spirit
ignites a radical fringe.

L L g NS NN

2. Rejection: The
establishment brands
the movement as
‘heresy’ or ‘of the devil'.
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4. Assimilation: 50 to 100 years later,
the establishment adopts the very
practices it once condemned.
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3. Persistence: The
movement thrives through
persecution and mission.
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The Global Tapestry

What started as a desperate band of
refugees experiencing the Holy Spirit
in a small German village transformed
the geography of global Christianity.
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Without the Moravian spark, there is no Methodism.
Without Methodism, there is no Holiness movement.

Without the Holiness movement, there is no global Pentecostalism.
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The Enduring Flame

“It is the Holy Spirit who initiated and led the people of
God into the task of world evangelism. Without Him,
there would be no Moravian movement, and there would
probably be no Protestant mission movement today.”
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