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Thel |sslng Cuntext
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Th~=..l Magrstenal Reformers challenged

theulngy; but maintainedthe

| State-Church alliance (enforcing
il rellglun via the sword).

The Third Wing

An unbroken, underground thread
of radicals—Lollards, Hussites, and
Anabaptists—who predated Luther
and demanded total separation of
church and state.
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Direct Responsibility

No priest is required to mediate
between a human and God.

Repudiating Magic

Rejection of transubstantiation (the
belief that the priest physically
alters bread/wine), which ordinary
peasants mocked as hoc corpus /
hocus pocus.

The Vernacular

Scripture must be translated into
the language of the people.

The Monolith's ultimate response? Decades after Wycliffe's death, the State-Church dug up his bones, burned them, and desecrated %e ashes.
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1 he Messengers
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Wycliffe s followers were

- unordained clerks and travellng
preachers They were

| mockingly dubbed Lollards
| (mutterers or babblers).
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:'The impact

The movement successfully
bypassed the aristocratic clergy,
taking the vernacular gospel

directly to the peasant class.

The Scale

Secular historians estimate the
Lollard impact was so vast that,
at its peak, if you met two people
on an English road, one was
likely a Lollard.

T L

A NotebooklM



e of Pr 'ue,,unwerSIt?
| student at Oxford, absorbs
cliffesiwntmgs P

ok, e b J ; : - RPN, | mdete § e T

4 The Destlnatlnn
- Jerome travels back to

2 :Lpreacher named Jan Hus

Bohemia, planting Wycliffe's
theological framework directly
into the hands of a fierce Czech
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The Result

The theological spark of England
ignites the first massive political
and spiritual secession

in Eastern Europe: The Hussite
movement.




The Betrayal

Jan Hus, championing Wycliffe's ideas in Prague, is
) summoned to the Council of Constance with a
- guarantee of safe conduct by the authorities.
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The Execution

Upon arrival, Hus is imméﬁfi:ﬁtely imprisoned,
mocked with a dunce cap, and burned at the stake.

The State-Church officially justifies the betrayal with 2
terrifying new doctrine: It is good and rigntto e to &
heretic if it serves the institution
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Hus's martyrdom radicalizes Bohemia. Followers split
nto the Utraquists (who seek political compromise with
rRome) and the laborites (who take up arms).
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Sociological Rupture

Chelcicky, an unordained peasant, attacks the
fundamental, God-ordained illusion of the three-fold
society. (Centuries later, communist Karl Kautsky
would praise Chelcicky as a visionary six centuries

ahead of his time).

The Stabler (Stick-Bearers)

Rejecting the violence of both the State-Church and the
armed Hussite rebels, Chelcicky's followers refuse to
carry swords, traveling only with walking sticks.

Unitas Fratrum

This group forms the Unity of the Brethren, practicing

absolute pacifism, shared community of goods, and
total non-violence.
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The Magisterial Illusion (1517+)

: Magisterial
Catholic 5
Protestant
The Magisterial Reformers The Retained Architecture |
Luther (Germany) and Zwingli They refuse to reform the structure of the When peasants revolt in 1525, Luther
(Switzerland) crack the Roman monopoly, Church. They maintain the State-Church explicitly advocates using state troops to
reforming the theology of salvation. alliance, relying on secular princes and city crush them. The Reformers rely on the
councils to enforce religious conformity. sword of the magistrate to maintain order.
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The Two Swords vs. The Ban

I:)EV

The Two Swords

Relying on Augustine’s flawed allegory, Reformers
believed the Church wielded the Sword of the Spirit
(Scripture) and the State wielded the Sword of
Iron (Execution). If a heretic defied the first, they
were struck with the second.

The Ban

The Radicals wholly rejected physical violence
and coercion. Their only mechanism for discipline
was The Ban—peaceful, non-violent exclusion

from the voluntary church community. No
executions. No state troops.
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1525: The Anabaptist Rupture

The Issue

Zwingli's young, radical students
realize that if the State and Church
are separate, then infant baptism
(the mechanism that automatically
makes every citizen a church
member) is unbiblical.

SN

The Act of Treason

They begin practicing Believer's
Baptism—Dbaptizing consenting
adults based on personal faith.

&

.

®
=5

' Zurich,

1525

The Consequence

Because infant baptism was the glue
of the State-Church, rejecting it was
not just heresy; it was viewed as
political anarchy and treason against
the state.
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] No State Allegiance

The Upﬁsf% e
(The s(:hi*

Believer’s Church

Repudiation of territorial, state-sponsored religion.
The church is a voluntary community.

Refusal to swear oaths to secular governments or
participate in magisterial courts.
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Absolute Pacifism

Total denunciation of war, capital punishment,
and the use of the sword.

Regenerative Community

Focus on disciple-making, community of goods,
and living the Sermon on the Mount, contrasting
Luther’s purely forensic justification.
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The Catholic Threat | The Protestant Threat E The Equality of the Cross
Michael Sattler, author of the - Felix Manz, the first Anabaptist martyr, is ~ Uniquely for the era, Anabaptist women
Schleitheim Confession, is captured condemned by Zwingli's Protestant council. He = stood as leaders, teachers, and martyrs
by Catholic authorities, tortured, and is taken to the Limmat River and drowned—a alongside men, dying by fire and water
burned at the stake. grotesque parody of his belief in adult baptism. for their refusal to conform.
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The Three Wings of Christendom /\

Roman Catholic

Magisterial Protestant

Radical
(Anabaptist/Third Wing)

Sola Scriptura

Scripture & Corporate

Source of Authority Pope & Tradition (but interpreted by state Hermeneutic
clerics) (Community discernment)
The Church rules The State enforces the Total Separation
St ae the State Church (Two distinct kingdoms)

. | Use of Violence

Holy War & Execution

State execution of heretics

Absolute Pacifism
(The Ban only)

Membership

Automatic via
Infant Baptism

Automatic via
Infant Baptism

Voluntary via
Believer's Baptism
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The Long Victory
of the Radicals

¢ The Irony of History ¢ The Modern Consensus ¢ Insight :
The Magisterial Reformers and The very ideas that Wycliffe, Hus, Chelcicky, "Where the Spirit of God is, there
Catholics won the 16th-century and the Anabaptists were drowned and is the church.” — Irenaeus N
wars of power, but the Radicals burned for—religious liberty, the separation of i
ultimately won the future. church and state, voluntary association, and (Adopted by the radicals over the ’
freedom of conscience—are the unquestioned institutional decrees of Rome

foundational norms of the modern world. and Geneva) |
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