The 600-Million Adherent Explosion

Today
\ o ~644-680

X &l Million

%+ " | Adherents

(-27-28% of Global Christians)

1900

~1 Million
Adherents

(< 0.2% of Global Christians)  Starting from virtually zero at the dawn of the
20th century, the Pentecostal and Charismatic
 movements expanded into the second-largest
branch of Christianity after Roman Catholicism.



Two Paradigms: The Institutional vs. The Inspirational Church

Government of Power Government of Wisdom & Love

| Structure: Hierarchical, . =" Authority: Externally appointed {{. Structure: Charismatic, le” Authority: Internally raised leaders
.' -' .' bureaucratic, and centralized. M leaders (seminary-trained). '}} grassroots, and distributed. \ i recognized by spiritual gifting.
e . Dependence: Relies on established e : \\!7,  Dependence: Requires the active
Authority: Externnally . ; Authority: Internally raised ~ 73 - =
e - [ﬂi structures; runs without x- o o - @ - supernatural presence of the
ss% appointed leaders (neaderd. supematural intervention. .,—1—\. leader by spiritual gifting. /W< Holy Spiri.
<. Dependence: Constantinian * Historical Base: Constantinian ! ' .. Dependence: Constant reform 2 Historical Base: Radical reform
TIT state religions, Protestant state religions, historic Protestant “&% | recognized by spiritual o% .i- movements, Anabaptists, Moravians,
ammmn,  State. EHE denominations. gifting. T&@»® and 20th-century Pentecostals.
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The Catalyst: A Transatlantic Chain Reaction (1904-1909)
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Leader: Evan Roberts (26-
year-old former coal miner).

Impact: Over 100,000
conversions in under a year.
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Node 1: Wales (1904-1905)
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Characteristics: Spontaneous
singing, public confessions,

discarding structured sermons.

Sparked global expectation for
a fresh outpouring of the Holy
Spirit.

.

o

()

Leader: Evan Roberts (26-year-old
former coal miner).

Impact: Over 100,000 conversions
in under a year.

Characteristics: Spontaneous
singing, public confessions,
discarding structured sermons.
Sparked global expectation for a
fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
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. I[.e?der: William J. Seylrmnur
African American Holiness

ALl preacher).

. Location: 312 Azusa Street

1111 (The birth clinic of global

smm==. Pentecostalism).

&

Characteristics: Emphasis on
glossolalia (tongues) as
evidence of Spirit baptism.

Node 2: Los Angeles, USA (1906-1909)
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Characteristics: Emphasis on
glossolalia (tongues) as
evidence of Spirit baptism.

Cultural Breakthrough:
Radical racial integration
during the Jim Crow era.
As Frank Bartleman noted:
“The color line was washed
away in the blood.”
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The European Bridge: Consolidating a Global
Network (1907-1914)

Global Output: Hundreds of newly empowered missionaries
are dispatched directly from Sunderland across Africa and Asia,
formalizing the movement's global footprint.

communiti

18%Ts and "epol TN

Central Hub:
e ] Sunderland, UK

Input: Alexander & Mary Boddy

TB Barratt (Norway) Anglican Vicar hosts Pentecostal
Brings the Azusa Street meetings at All Saints' Church.
experience to Europe, ! Between 1907 and 1914, Sunderland
mentoring key leaders. becomes the European engine,

hosting conventions and

\puhlishlng the ‘Confidence’ journal.




The Century of Exponential Activation

| Today: ~644+ Million
| . | . . . _ | | _ | | | . , . (Growth stabilizes in the
North, dominates the South)

2010: ~580 Million

| | . . ! | I ! I ! _ | (Explosion of Neo- ! o
| Pentecostal megachurches) /
& & > ‘:J_',-'
1990: ~380 Million : 1 o )
] (Massive Global South P /
| expansion begins) / /
1970: ~115 Million b é
(Charismatic Movement /
1 ‘ T  breaches mainstream t /’/jj-‘d_
5 churches)
1950: ~50 Million f/_r-———"”——-
(Classical denominations
'mature; post-war ey
! mission surge) B
|

1920: ~10 Million

o (Post-Azusa
1900: ~1 Million expansion)
(Precursor Holiness
movements)

1900 1990 2010 Today
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Defining the Expansion: The Three Waves of Growth

Classical Pentecostalism The Charismatic Movement Neo-Pentecostalism
(c. 1901-1950s) ~ (c.1960s-1970s) 1 (c. 1980s-Present)
£ o : Dennis Bennett (1960) / The Global South and Western

Origin AL I ] Duquesne University (1967). counter-culture intersections.

Structure New, distinct Penetrating existing historic Independent, non-denominational

denominations (e.g., mainline churches (Episcopal, megachurches and vast media

Assemblies of God, COGIC). Catholic, Presbyterian). networks.

Focus  Holiness, divine healing, Broadening socio-economic Prosperity, spiritual warfare,
strict personal conduct, reach to middle-class/educated personal empowerment, modern
foreign missions. populations; integrating vibrant worship (e.g., Hillsong, Bethel).

worship into tradition.
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Wave 1: Forging the Classical Denominations (1914-1950s)

The Formation: Early believers organized distinct bodies
to preserve the theology and coordinate missions.

Elim
" Pentecostal

The Rejection:

Mainline Protestant | " Assemblies |/ Church of

churches universally of God Church | God in

rejected glossolalia (Formed 1914 /11 1\\\ " (Founded by /)], Christ

and divine healing. inthe US) /77 \\ George Jeffreys, /// NN (CoaIC)
SN 1915, UK) 477 O 7

Notable Figure: Smith Wigglesworth.

A former plumber whose rugged faith-healing ministry popularized Pentecostal supernaturalism
internationally, proving that unlettered laypeople could lead global ministries.
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Wave 2: The Charismatic Renewal Pierces the Mainline (1960s-1970s)

The Catholic Awakening:

The Catalyst Event:

In 1960, Episcopal rector
Dennis Bennett In
California announced his
baptism in the Holy Spirit
while explicitly choosing
to remain in his mainline
denomination.

The movement crosses
iInto Roman Catholicism
(notably at Duguesne
University in 1967),
creating a massive new
sub-culture of Catholic
Charismatics.

The Demographic Shift:

The movement fundamentally altered its own sociological profile—
moving from predominantly marginalized, working-class communities
Into educated, middle-class Western populations. ST



Wave 3: The Rise of Neo-Pentecostalism & Independent Networks

W | | /’ et The Jesus People Intersection

In the 1970s, the movement

| Intersected with Western youth
= | o counter-culture, giving rise to the
| | — Vineyard Movement (John

> | | B Wimber) and Calvary Chapel.

oy R / | _ ’ Worship as the New Liturgy

, ~ 4 Traditional hymns were replaced
1 by contemporary acoustic praise,
establishing the template for

\ : modern global evangelical worship.

e The New Denominations

- A shift toward highly independent
/Il megachurches driven by dynamic
RN AT\ leadership, contemporary media,
(R R > & and global brand reach (e.g.,
Hillsong, Elevation).
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The Democratization of Global Mission

19th-Century Western Missions 20th-Century Pentecostal Missions

* Prerequisite: Formal seminary education * Prerequisite: “Baptism in the Spirit”
and ordination. (Democratized to anyone).

* Funding Mechanism: Long-term institutional | * Funding Mechanism: Self-funded,
backing and heavy infrastructure. grassroots, and immediate deployment.

» Leadership Profile: Exclusively Western,  Leadership Profile: Indigenous, working-
male, highly educated elites. class, multi-racial, including a massive
restoration of female leadership.

Takeaway: Pentecostalism bypassed the traditional bottlenecks of mission work. Anyone
empowered by the Spirit was considered instantly equipped to preach and plant.




Holistic Evangelism: Integrating with the Global South

Oral Tradition & Supernatural
Vibrant Worship: Expectation:

Bypassing the need A shared worldview
for high literacy rates; acknowledging spiritual
theology transferred warfare, demons, and

through experiential, : the active presence of
contemporary music Deep, rapid cultural spirits (contrasting

and spoken integration resulting in  ERUTRESEGNEE
testimony. explosive, self-sustaining Enlightenment

indigenous movements. aiicha Ll

“Signs and Wonders™:
The core conviction that gospel
preaching must be validated by
Immediate, physical miracles—

specifically divine healing

and exorcism.
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Agility at Scale: Rapid Church Planting

Micro
(The Living Room)

House Churches.
Highly resilient,
subterranean growth
models (driving the massive,
undocumented spread of
Christianity in China).

e

Meso
(The Living Cell)

—

Models

Cell Groups.

Small groups meeting in
homes during the week,
providing intimate
intirmate every body-life
and pastoral care without
requiring real estate.

Macro
(The Stadium)

Megachurches.

Massive central gathering
points prioritizing
high-production worship
and teaching (e.g., Yoido
Full Gospel Church in South
Korea, the largest single
congregation in the world).
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The Great Demographic Inversion
1900 Today

In 1900, 80% of all Christians lived Today, over 65% of all Christians live
in Europe & North America. in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

Key Insight: The demographic center of Christianity has definitively moved southward. This
transition is heavily dominated and driven by Pentecostal and Neo-Charismatic expressions.
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The New Epi

[Latin America

= Historically a 90%+
Roman Catholic monopoly.
Today, heavily dominated by
Neo-Pentecostal churches.

= Countries like Brazil and
Guatemala now boast
Protestant populations from
20% to over 40%, completely
reshaping the cultural
and political landscape.

centers: Africa & Latin America

s
o

Sub-Saharan Africa

= Home to over 230 million
Pentecostals.

= The largest regional
concentration in the world,
driven by massive new
denominations like the
Redeemed Christian
Church of God (Nigeria).
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The Legacy Restoratlon of the Radical Church
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From Margin to Center:

What began as a marginalized,
heavily mocked fringe sect in 1906
has become the dominant engine
of global Christianity.

The Triumph of the Inspirational:

The movement succeeded precisely
because it rejected the bureaucratic
constraints of the

Constantinian state-church, restoring

the grassroots Government of Wisdom.

A Living History:

The 20th-century Pentecostal explosion
proves that the church scales fastest

when it democratizes authority,
embraces cultural adaptability, and

expects the supernatural in the everyday.
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