Key Takeaways and 4y
Discussion Questions

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

1. Circles are Better Than Rows - While large gatherings are
important, smaller circles allow us to truly see, hear, and
connect with one another.

2. The Biblical Foundation - Hebrews 10:24-25 calls us to "spur
one another on towards love and good deeds" and to not give
up meeting together.

3. Three Core Elements of LifeGroups at Deer Run Church:

o Relationships - Developing meaningful connections
and learning to support each other

o Growth - Becoming more of who God made us to be
through accountability and encouragement

o Community Change - Reaching out to serve others
locally and globally

4. Jesus' Model - Jesus invested in a small group (the disciples)
not for isolation, but to equip them to go out and reach the
world.

5. We Are Closest to Jesus When We Care for the Hurting -
Our faith comes alive when we focus on those Jesus came to
serve.

Discussion Questions

Understanding the Message



1. Pastor Ike mentioned that life groups have been "a difficult
sell" at Deer Run Church. Why do you think Christians
sometimes resist joining small groups? What barriers have you
personally experienced?

2. Read Hebrews 10:19-25 together. What's the significance of
the shift from individual language ("we have confidence") to
community language ("let us consider how we may spur one
another on")?

3. How does the story of Peter at the Transfiguration (Matthew
17:1-5) challenge our tendency to keep good things to
ourselves rather than sharing them with others?

Personal Reflection

4. The sermon stated, "How do we spur one another on if we do
not know one another?" Honestly assess: How well do you feel
known by others in this church? How well do you know others?

5. Have you ever experienced a season when spiritual practices
(prayer, Bible reading, worship) felt empty? Did caring for
others help revive your faith? Share your experience.

6. Think about your current life situation. What needs, struggles,
or celebrations would benefit from having a small group walk
alongside you?

Application and Action

7. Pastor Ike mentioned that LifeGroup leaders are "the heartbeat
of the church." What qualities do you think make a good life
group leader? Do you see any of those qualities in yourself?

8. Of the three core elements (Relationships, Growth, Community
Change), which one appeals to you most? Which one
challenges you most? Why?



9. What would need to change in your schedule or priorities to
make room for a weekly life group commitment?

Practical Applications

This Week:

e Pray Daily - Ask God if He is calling you to lead or join a life
group

e ldentify Needs - Write down areas in your life where you need
support, accountability, or encouragement

e Reach Out - Contact one person from church you don't know
well and invite them for coffee



