Discussion ’

Questions

Overview

This week's sermon explored what it means to be a mature, unified body
of Christ. Using the imagery of a band playing together, Pastor Jonathan
challenged us to move beyond simply attending church and into active
participation in Christian community. We examined how spiritual gifts,
truth spoken in love, and a willingness to serve one another are all
essential to growing as disciples together.

Key Takeaways

e Every believer is gifted by God, and those gifts are meant to
serve the church and glorify God, not for personal gain.

e Spiritual maturity is not meant to be pursued in isolation.
Discipleship is personal but never private.

e The church is not meant to be consumed like a product. We are
called to contribute as members of the body.

e Immaturity in faith leaves believers vulnerable to being led
astray by trends, fads, and deceptive teaching.

e Truth without love becomes a weapon. Love without truth
becomes permission. We need both together.

e Unity in the body of Christ is not manufactured. It is already ours
in Christ and must be protected and maintained.

Opening Activity

Before diving into discussion, take two or three minutes as a group to
reflect silently on this question, then share your answer with the group:

Derived from Sunday morning sermon via Pulpit Al



Think of a time when you experienced genuine Christian community, a
moment when the "whole band was playing together." What made that
experience meaningful?

Discussion Questions

Getting Started

1.

Pastor Jonathan told a story about pretending to play
saxophone rather than admitting he was playing incorrectly. Can
you relate to a time when you went through the motions in your
faith rather than engaging honestly? What made it easier to
pretend than to address the real issue?

He described three gauges on a faith dashboard: patience,
depth, and community. Which of these three do you feel is most
at risk in your own life right now, and why?

Digging Into the Text

3.

Ephesians 4:11-12 describes spiritual gifts being given to equip
the body for works of service. How does understanding that
your gifts are given for others, rather than for yourself, change
the way you think about using them?

Pastor Jonathan used a three-part Venn diagram to help identify
spiritual gifts: fruitfulness, passion, and affirmation. Looking at
those three areas, where do you currently land? Do you have all
three pointing toward a particular area of service, or is one of
them missing?

Ephesians 4:14 warns against believers being like infants tossed
around by waves, susceptible to every new teaching or trend.
Where do you see this kind of spiritual immaturity showing up in
the broader church today? Where might it show up in your own
life?

Ephesians 4:15-16 describes the mature body of Christ as one
that speaks truth in love and grows as each part does its work.
Pastor Jonathan said, "Truth without love becomes a weapon,
and love without truth becomes permission." How have you
seen both of those dangers play out in real relationships or
church settings?

In John 21:15-19, Jesus reinstates Peter by pairing honest
confrontation with genuine love and restoration. What does this

Derived from Sunday morning sermon via Pulpit Al



model teach us about how we should approach one another
when correction or encouragement is needed?

Going Deeper

8.

10.

Pastor Jonathan challenged the group to shift from asking "What
can the church do for me?" to "What can | do for the church?" Be
honest with yourself: which of those questions tends to drive
your relationship with your church community?

He mentioned that some people have passion and fruitfulness
but no affirmation, and as a result they hold back from serving. Is
there someone in your life or in this group who you could
genuinely affirm in a specific area of gifting this week? What
would you say to them?

The sermon closed with the idea that unity in the church begins
at the shared foundation of our love for God and what Christ
accomplished on the cross. When disagreements or tensions
arise in a church community, how does returning to that
foundation help restore unity?

Practical Applications

Choose one or more of the following to put into practice before your
group meets again:

Identify one spiritual gift you believe God has given you. Take a
step this week toward using it in a concrete way, whether that
means volunteering, reaching out to a ministry leader, or simply
showing up somewhere you have been hesitant to serve.

Reach out to someone in your church or small group and offer
them a specific, genuine word of affirmation about a gift or
quality you have observed in them.

Reflect on your current posture toward your church. Write down
one honest answer to the question: "What can | do for the body
of believers that | am not currently doing?"

Practice speaking truth in love this week. If there is a relationship
in your life where you have been withholding honest, caring
words out of fear or discomfort, pray for an opportunity to speak
into that situation with both honesty and gentleness.

Pray specifically for unity in your local church. Ask God to reveal
any area where you may be contributing to division, whether
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through criticism, passivity, or an attitude of consumption rather
than contribution.

Closing Reflection

Read together the benediction from Ephesians 3:20-21, which Pastor
Jonathan used to close the service. Let it serve as both an
encouragement and a commission as your group wraps up:

Ephesians 3:20-21 reminds us that God is able to accomplish far beyond
what we could ask or imagine through his power at work within us, and
that he deserves glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through all
generations.

Close your time together in prayer, asking God to reveal each person's
gifts, to build genuine unity in your group and church, and to give you
the courage to move from dreaming about what the church could be to
actively participating in making it so.
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