Worship Notes for October 4, 2020 - Orrville Trinity UMC

World Communion Sunday

“The Generous Seed Planter” Series
WEEK #1: “The Kingdom of God is Like: Planting Seeds”

Liturgy Used for Reaffirmation of Baptism and Holy Communion

(Note: Pastor David will provide cues for you to join in with the bold text)

...Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

CONFESSION AND PARDON

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have
broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our
neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love
toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.



This Week’s Scripture Passage: Mark 4:1-20 (CEB)

Jesus began to teach beside the lake again. Such a large crowd gathered that he climbed
into a boat there on the lake. He sat in the boat while the whole crowd was nearby on the
shore. 2 He said many things to them in parables. While teaching them, he said, 3 “Listen
to this! A farmer went out to scatter seed. 4 As he was scattering seed, some fell on the
path; and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where the soil was
shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. ¢ When the sun came
up, it scorched the plants; and they dried up because they had no roots. 7 Other seed fell
among thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and choked the seeds, and they produced
nothing. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and bore fruit. Upon growing and increasing, the
seed produced in one case a yield of thirty to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one,
and in another case a yield of one hundred to one.” 9 He said, “Whoever has ears to listen
should pay attention!”

10 When they were alone, the people around Jesus, along with the Twelve, asked him
about the parables. 11 He said to them, “The secret of God’s kingdom has been given to
you, but to those who are outside everything comes in parables. 12 This is so that they can
look and see but have no insight, and they can hear but not understand. Otherwise, they
might turn their lives around and be forgiven.

13 “Don’t you understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the

parables? 14 The farmer scatters the word. 15 This is the meaning of the seed that fell on
the path: When the word is scattered and people hear it, right away Satan comes and
steals the word that was planted in them. 16 Here’s the meaning of the seed that fell on
rocky ground: When people hear the word, they immediately receive it

joyfully. 17 Because they have no roots, they last for only a little while. When they
experience distress or abuse because of the word, they immediately fall away. 18 Others
are like the seed scattered among the thorny plants. These are the ones who have heard
the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the false appeal of wealth, and the desire for more
things break in and choke the word, and it bears no fruit. 20 The seed scattered on good
soil are those who hear the word and embrace it. They bear fruit, in one case a yield of
thirty to one, in another case sixty to one, and in another case one hundred to one.”

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS FOR CONVERSATION

e The farmer in Jesus’ parable scatters seed on various types of soil: some that bears little
fruit and some that will bear abundant fruit. Which type of soil is best prepared to
receive the seed? What does Jesus say that the seed represents?

e In another place in the Gospels, Jesus says that God “makes the sun rise on both the
evil and the good and sends rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous.” How does
the way this farmer plants seed compare to this statement from Jesus?

e What are some ways that you’ve observed people planting spiritual seed recently?
Where has it taken root and grown? What can we learn from this?

e What process do you use in your personal life to plan for generosity? Is there something
you might try differently as you plan for the next “growing season”?



