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Uncomfortable Faith         1/2/22 

American culture is a culture of comfort. It’s being sold to us everywhere we look. We’re encouraged 
to do what we want, when we want, with whomever we want. If something is uncomfortable, we want 
to avoid it at all costs. The Christian faith, though, is just that: uncomfortable. 

 

His                           is unattractive. 

Mark 8:34  
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

“Hide not the offense of the cross, lest you make it of none effect. The angles and corners of 
the gospel are its strength: to pare them off is to deprive it of power. Toning down is not the 
increase of strength, but the death of it.”  Charles H. Spurgeon 

 

His                               is unpopular. 

1 Peter 1:15–16  
15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, 
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

“If you will here stop and ask yourselves why you are not as pious as the primitive Christians 
were, your own heart will tell you that it is neither through ignorance nor inability, but 
purely because you never thoroughly intended it.”  William Law 

 

This is what you                                     for. 

John 12:25  
25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 

“We must put away our convenient notions of God—the one who always agrees with us, the 
one who always favors our nation or political agenda, the one who feeds us candy and 
never vegetables.”   Adam McHugh 
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Group Questions 

1. Share a story with the group of a funny time you were awkwardly uncomfortable… A first 
date, a school dance, a job interview, etc. 

a. Are the emotions you feel now different than they were then? If so how and why? 

2. How would you describe a “Seeker Sensitive” Church? 

a. What are some benefits from this kind of church? What are some potential dangers? 

b. Why was community so important to the first Christians? Is it the same today? Why?  

3. Read Galatians (yes all of it) and discuss how this relates to this weeks message. 

a. Where does the unattractive method of the cross fit in here? 

b. Where does the unpopular standard of holiness fit in here? 

c. Where does embracing the uncomfortable fit in here? 

d. Where is the danger in neglecting these things fit in here? 

4. How can we help meet the need for authentic Christian community at ABC? 

a. As a group come up with some ideas of ways the church as a whole, your group, and 
you as individuals can help facilitate community here at ABC. 

b. As you brainstorm save your top 5 and give them to the group leader to give to Pastor. 

 


