
Talking to sick people on the phone is frequently something that a nurse 

must do. Phone triage can be very tricky. Some problems are CLEAR: 

chest pain, profuse bleeding, loss of consciousness, slurring of speech, etc., 

all go to ER. But I learned a valuable lesson: it is what people do NOT say 

that is often the root of the problem. The person on the line is yelling at 

me, but they are not mad at me – they are upset over something completely 

outside my purview. Only careful, kind probing can allow someone the 

peace to be able to share personal pain. I realized that this type of thinking 

also comes in handy in regular social issues. The smart-aleck clerk may be 

hiding the pain of the recent loss of a grandparent. The person driving the 

car in front of you at a snail’s pace may not be able to go any faster, 

because her tears are obscuring her vision. The man in line at the pharmacy 

ahead of you, who is asking the pharmacist to repeat everything she says, 

cannot concentrate because his child just entered a drug rehab facility. 

When the actions of others seem rude or bothersome, try to keep in mind 

that there is stuff you do not know. My Mom always said, “There but for 

the grace of God go I”, which is a good reminder to be grateful. But your 

time will come, and kindness will keep you sane. And you will be so very 

grateful for it. 

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe, St. John’s Prayer Team 

Martha’s Musings 

You are invited to be in prayer for your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The Prayer Team meets every Monday Morning at 9:30 AM in the Horizon House, 

216 E. 10th Street, Georgetown, TX.  (corner of Myrtle & E. 10th Street) 

For a complete prayer list, visit our website at stjohnsgtowntx.com/prayer 

*NOTE: Those names in bold are the newest prayer requests received 

Please be in prayer for those on this list and those in your heart. 

PRAYER LIST 

A Prayer for People Who Have Problems I May Not Know Anything About 

Dear Lord, You know every detail of every person’s life. We pray earnestly for wholeness and 

healing to be granted to these, Your children, knowing that their burdens are in Your hands. In 

Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

If you have a blessing you would like to share with your church family, please send them to 

the prayerteam@stjohnsgtowntx.com 
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