
ACTS 25:1–22
9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou 
go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? 10 Then said 
Paul, I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews 
have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 11 For if I be an offender, or 
have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none 
of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I 
appeal unto Caesar.

									       

									       

									       

									       

								                   

1. UNUSUAL 						    

ACTS 25:1–5
1 Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he 
ascended from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 2 Then the high priest and the chief 
of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him, 3 And desired 
favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait 
in the way to kill him. 4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at 
Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither. 5 Let them 
therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse 
this man, if there be any wickedness in him.

HEBREWS 12:1–4
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds. 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin. INVESTIGATING VIABILITY
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ACTS 8:1
1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except 
the apostles.

LUKE 21:12–19
12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute 
you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought 
before kings and rulers for my name’s sake. 13 And it shall turn to you for 
a testimony. 14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before 
what ye shall answer: 15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 16 And ye shall be 
betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and 
some of you shall they cause to be put to death. 17 And ye shall be hated 
of all men for my name’s sake. 18 But there shall not an hair of your head 
perish. 19 In your patience possess ye your souls.

2. UNLIKELY 					   

ACTS 9:13
13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how 
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

ACTS 9:22
22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which 
dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

ACTS 9:26
26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to 
the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was 
a disciple.

									       

									       

									       

									       

									       

								                     

3. UNEXPLAINABLE 					   

ACTS 25:11
11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I 
refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, 
no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:11
11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

2 TIMOTHY 3:10–14
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out 
of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou 
hast learned them;

									       

									       

									       

									       

									       

								                     

ROMANS 8:35–39
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


