4. DIFFERENCE NO LONGER ME
—God Neutralizes My Hostility

ACTS 9:19-22

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul
certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20 And straightway
he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 21 But

all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed
them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that
intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? 22 But Saul
increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

PSALM 23:1-6

1 The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth

my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4 Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will

fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of
the LORD for ever.
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TEXT: MARK 8:35, ACTS 9:10-22

For whosoever will save his life [psyche] shall lose it; but whosoever shall
lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. (Mark 8:35)

1. COURAGE AND COEXIST
—G@God Is Always with Me

ACTS 9:10-12

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to
him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord.
11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called
Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus:
for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias
coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.



PSALM 27:14

14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine
heart: wait, | say, on the LORD.

PSALM 138:3

3 In the day when | cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with
strength in my soul.

PSALM 23:3-4
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake. 4 Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

2. EMOTIONS ARE VALIDATED BUT

—God Gets My Heart but Is Greater Than My Heart

ACTS 9:13-16

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15 But the
Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For |
will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.

PSALM 73:23-26

23 Nevertheless | am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right
hand. 24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me
to glory. 25 Whom have | in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth
that | desire beside thee. 26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

1JOHN 3:20

20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth
all things.

3. SOUL-VALUE TRANSCENDS CULTURAL
—God Sends Me and Uses Me Outside of Myself

ACTS 9:17-18

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his
hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto
thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 18 And immediately there fell from
his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose,
and was baptized.

ACTS 22:21-22
21And he said unto me, Depart: for | will send thee far hence unto the
Gentiles. 22 And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up

their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit
that he should live.

ROMANS 15:5-7

5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one
toward another according to Christ Jesus: 6 That ye may with one mind and
one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Wherefore
receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.



