
TEXT: MARK 8:35, ACTS 9:1–9

For whosoever will save his life [psyche] shall lose it; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. (Mark 8:35)

         

         

         

                   

Never has anyone had a stronger traditional/modern 
identity than Saul.

ACTS 23:6
6 …I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee....

PHILIPPIANS 3:4–9
4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh 
that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 Circumcised the 
eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and 

REDEEMING IDENTITY
TWO QUESTIONS THAT CHANGE EVERYTHING

Pastor Cary Schmidt  |  Sunday, July 8, 2018

296 New Britain Ave. Newington, CT 06111
ebcnewington.com | Cary Schmidt, Pastor

YOUNIQUE
T H E  G O S P E L - S H A P E D  L I F E



I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith:

Never was anyone messier in God’s sight than Saul.

ACTS 8:1
1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except 
the apostles.

ACTS 22:18–21
18 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of 
Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 19 And I said, 
Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that 
believed on thee: 20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also 
was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them 
that slew him. 21 And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles.

Never was anyone farther away from God than Saul.

ACTS 9:1–2
1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus 
to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

         

         

         

         

         

         

                   

1. JESUS,         ?
ACTS 9:3–5
3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard 
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, 
Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it 
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

         

         

         

         

         

         

                      

2. JESUS, WHAT DO YOU       ?
ACTS 9:6–9
6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 
told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with him 
stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from 
the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led 
him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days 
without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

         

         

         

         

         

         

                    


