Lack —20 But he that received the
seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon
with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a
while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word,
by and by he is offended.

Lack of —22 He also that received A H E A LT H Y S U L
seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of

this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful.

—Hearing, Understanding, S 0 l_ E S 0 U L c U I_ TI VA TU B

Rooting, Flourishing, Fruitfulness—23 But he that received seed
into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth TRUSTING THE ULTIMATE KEEPER OF MY SOUL
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some sixty, some thirty.
EZEKIEL 17, MATTHEW 13

1. THE CULTIVATORS

EZEKIEL 17:1-10
1And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, put forth
a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel; 3 And say, Thus saith
the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers,
which had divers colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch
of the cedar: 4 He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it into
a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants. 5 He took also of the seed
of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great waters,
and set it as a willow tree. 6 And it grew, and became a spreading vine of
E M M A N U E L low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were
BARPTIST CHURCH under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth
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sprigs. 7 There was also another great eagle with great wings and many
feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot
forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of
her plantation. 8 It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might
bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly
vine. 9 Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not
pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall
wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many
people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 10 Yea, behold, being planted,
shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it
shall wither in the furrows where it grew.

2.THE CULTIVATOR

EZEKIEL 17:22-24

22 Thus saith the Lord GOD; | will also take of the highest branch of the

high cedar, and will set it;  will crop off from the top of his young twigs a
tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: 23 In the
mountain of the height of Israel will | plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs,
and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of
every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. 24 And
all the trees of the field shall know that | the LORD have brought down the
high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have
made the dry tree to flourish: | the LORD have spoken and have done it.

—Jesus is the

ISAIAH 11:1

1And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch
shall grow out of his roots:

ISAIAH 53:1-2

1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD
revealed? 2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root
out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

ISAIAH 53:10-11

10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong
his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 He shall
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

—Jesus is the

JEREMIAH 17:7-8

7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.

8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be
green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit.

—Jesus is the

MATTHEW 13:3-9

3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower
went forth to sow; 4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and
the fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon stony places, where
they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had

no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and
because they had no root, they withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns;
and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 8 But other fell into good ground,
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.
9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

MATTHEW 13:18-23
18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower . . . .

Lack —19 When any one heareth the
word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked
one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which
received seed by the way side.



