
2 CORINTHIANS 11:23–30, 12:7–10

         

         

         

                   

1.      STUMBLE AT SUFFERING

         

         

         

                     

Two Problems:

         

                     

2.                        DIDN’T STUMBLE AT SUFFERING

2 CORINTHIANS 11:23–30
23 …In labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save 
one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In journeyings often, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in 

HEBREWS 10:35–36
35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence 
of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise.

—I cannot access answers I want, but I can anticipate              

                      

1 PETER 5:10
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you.

JAMES 1:2–4
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:17–5:1
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18 While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.

—I may not understand suffering, but I can trust Jesus who             

                      

1 PETER 3:18
18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by 
the Spirit:
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perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 
in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, 
in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon 
me daily, the care of all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? 
who is offended, and I burn not? 30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the 
things which concern mine infirmities.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:7–10
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of 
the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger 
of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8 For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 And he said 
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: 
for when I am weak, then am I strong.

1 PETER 4:12–14
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch 
as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14 If ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

         

         

         

                     

ROMANS 8:18
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

ROMANS 8:28
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose.

3.                         FIND HOPE DURING SUFFERING

ISAIAH 43:1–2
1 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed 
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. 2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee.

LAMENTATIONS 3:18–26
18 And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from the LORD: 
19 Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. 
20 My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me. 21 This I 
recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 22 It is of the LORD’S mercies that 
we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are new 
every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 24 The LORD is my portion, saith my 
soul; therefore will I hope in him. 25 The LORD is good unto them that wait for 
him, to the soul that seeketh him. 26 It is good that a man should both hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.

         

         

         

                      

—I cannot select my suffering, but I can                  

PHILIPPIANS 1:6
6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

PHILIPPIANS 1:12
12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;

—I cannot control my circumstances, but I can                 

                      


