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Happiness Math:   +     =      

PART 1—JESUS HANDS ME       

He Leads Believers Toward Need

ACTS 13:13–14
13 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to 
Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem. 
14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down.
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The Jewish Shema—DEUTERONOMY 6:4–5
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5 And thou shalt love 
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might.

PART 2—JESUS HANDS ME       

He Intersects Truth with Opportunity

ACTS 13:15–16
15 And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the 
synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have 
any word of exhortation for the people, say on. 16 Then Paul stood up, 
and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, 
give audience.

         

         

         

                    

ACTS 13:38–41
38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that believe 
are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses. 40 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of 
in the prophets; 41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work 
a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man 
declare it unto you.

PART 3—THE RESULT IS       

Jesus Produces Great Joy Amidst Great Hardship

ACTS 13:42–52
42 And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought 
that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath. 43 Now 
when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded 
them to continue in the grace of God. 44 And the next sabbath day came 
almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. 45 But when the 

Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those 
things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 46 Then 
Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word 
of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, 
and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 
47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light 
of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the 
earth. 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified 
the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 
49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. 50 But 
the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men 
of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled 
them out of their coasts. 51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against 
them, and came unto Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy, and 
with the Holy Ghost.

         

         

         

                    

Paul wrote much later of his afflictions in Antioch Pisidia:

2 TIMOTHY 3:10–14
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out 
of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou 
hast learned them;

Closing Thought:

ACTS 13:38–39
38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that 
believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses.


