
	

	

	
	

Joshua	2	
Rahab’s	Unexpected	Grace	

	
	
This	morning	we	come	to	the	story	of	Rahab	as	we	continue	our	look	at	the	book	of	Joshua.		
There’s	a	possibly	you’ve	heard	this	one	before,	it’s	a	common	Bible	story.		But	even	though	
it’s	familiar	to	some,	I	want	to	point	out	how	unexpected	and	unnecessary	it	is	to	the	
overall	flow	of	history.		
	
Last	week	we	did	a	bit	of	a	historical	overview	of	the	events	from	Creation	and	the	Fall	to	
God	eventually	calling	Abraham,	promising	Him	that	He	would	be	a	blessing	to	the	whole	
world,	that	he	would	have	descendants	too	numerous	to	count,	and	a	place	to	raise	them.		
And	we	saw	how	Abraham’s	family	began	to	unfold	through	his	son	Isaac	and	grandson	
Jacob	whose	name	was	changed	to	Israel.		We	talked	about	how	Israel	was	held	captive	in	
Egypt,	but	God	used	Moses	to	set	them	free	and	lead	them	back	to	the	land	God	had	
promised	Abraham.		It	was	called	Canaan	then,	we	call	it	Israel	today.	
	
We	picked	up	the	story	in	Joshua	1	with	Moses’	funeral	and	Joshua’s	change	of	command.		
Joshua	was	going	to	be	in	charge	now,	leading	the	nation,	and	God	had	one	message	for	
Him:	be	strong	and	very	courageous.		You’ve	got	a	big	job	ahead	of	you	–	to	lead	2	million	
people	back	into	their	homeland	and	drive	out	the	people	who	have	settled	there,	so	be	
strong	and	very	courageous.		When	we	wrapped	up	Chapter	One,	Joshua	was	giving	the	
order:	prepare	the	nation	to	move	–	pack	up	and	prepare	for	war,	we’re	going	in.	
	
And	logically,	the	story	could	have	continued	from	there.		The	next	thing	you	expect	to	read	
is	the	account	of	them	on	the	march,	headed	for	the	border.		And	that	comes,	but	first	we	
get	this	unexpected	story.		This	unnecessary	story.		The	story	of	a	questionable	woman,	and	
God’s	amazing	grace	–	the	story	of	Rahab.	
	

Joshua	2:1	Now	Joshua	the	son	of	Nun	sent	out	two	men	from	Acacia	Grove	to	spy	
secretly,	saying,	“Go,	view	the	land,	especially	Jericho.”	

	
That	sounds	familiar	right	–	sent	some	Israelis	to	go	spy	out	the	land?		It	didn’t	end	so	well	
last	time,	so	why	are	we	seeing	it	happen	again?		Well,	the	difference	between	these	guys	
and	the	twelve	that	Moses	sent	out	forty	years	earlier	is	that	the	first	team	set	out	to	see	if	
it	COULD	be	done	and	decided,	there	was	no	way.		This	team	is	being	sent	out	to	gather	
information	on	how	it	SHOULD	be	done	best.			
	
You	see,	Joshua	is	confident	that	this	IS	God’s	will,	this	IS	His	plan.		And	he’s	taking	prudent	
action	to	move	forward.		So	he	sends	out	a	small	reconnaissance	team	to	gather	data	–	to	
conduct	what	we	would	call	‘intelligence	preparation	of	the	battlefield.’			
	
The	interesting	thing	is,	these	guys	are	never	really	able	to	collect	data	on	things	like	the	
location	of	enemy	fortifications,	the	size	and	strength	of	the	opposing	army,	or	the	
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existence	of	a	sympathetic	resistance	force.		But	they	return	with	something	else	instead	–	
absolute	conviction	that	God	is	in	this.			
	
They	gain	that	conviction	from	a	lady	who’s	a	little	shady.	

	
Joshua	1:1	(cont.)	So	they	went,	and	came	to	the	house	of	a	harlot	named	Rahab,	
and	lodged	there.	2	And	it	was	told	the	king	of	Jericho,	saying,	“Behold,	men	have	
come	here	tonight	from	the	children	of	Israel	to	search	out	the	country.”	
3	So	the	king	of	Jericho	sent	to	Rahab,	saying,	“Bring	out	the	men	who	have	come	to	
you,	who	have	entered	your	house,	for	they	have	come	to	search	out	all	the	country.”	
4	Then	the	woman	took	the	two	men	and	hid	them.	So	she	said,	“Yes,	the	men	came	
to	me,	but	I	did	not	know	where	they	were	from.	5	And	it	happened	as	the	gate	was	
being	shut,	when	it	was	dark,	that	the	men	went	out.	Where	the	men	went	I	do	not	
know;	pursue	them	quickly,	for	you	may	overtake	them.”	6	(But	she	had	brought	
them	up	to	the	roof	and	hidden	them	with	the	stalks	of	flax,	which	she	had	laid	in	
order	on	the	roof.)	7	Then	the	men	pursued	them	by	the	road	to	the	Jordan,	to	the	
fords.	And	as	soon	as	those	who	pursued	them	had	gone	out,	they	shut	the	gate.	

	
Who	is	this	woman	Rahab?		The	Bible	says	she	was	a	harlot,	or	a	prostitute,	but	there’s	
debate	about	exactly	what	that	means.		It	turns	out	the	word	can	also	be	used	of	a	woman	
who	runs	an	inn,	a	tavern,	or	a	hostel.		Only,	in	that	day	and	age,	there’s	not	much	difference	
between	the	two	occupations.	
	
There’s	no	mention	of	any	husband	or	kids	in	Rahab’s	life.			We	don’t	know	what	or	why,	
but	it	seems	something	has	happened	in	Rahab’s	life,	or	something	didn’t	happen	Rahab’s	
life,	but	either	way,	we	find	a	woman	on	a	different	social	track	than	most	other	women	in	
the	city.		She’s	living	outside	the	mainstream,	on	the	fringe	of	society.		No	matter	how	you	
analyze	this,	it’s	hard	to	paint	Rahab	as	the	most	popular	and	successful	woman	in	town.	
	
But	she	had	at	least	one	thing	going	for	her	–	she	had	a	house,	a	building,	it’s	hard	to	call	it	a	
‘home.’	
	
Archaeological	evidence	from	Jericho	and	others	cities	shows	that	it	was	common	to	have	
two	walls	around	a	city,	in	the	case	of	Jericho,	they	were	about	15	feet	apart.		The	space	
between	the	walls	wasn’t	exactly	prime	real	estate	-	it	was	more	vulnerable	during	an	
attack,	but	it	had	some	things	going	for	it.		For	one,	you	were	inside	a	wall	as	opposed	to	
being	outside	entirely.		And	second,	you	could	get	your	home	built	for	25%	less	than	the	
going	rate	because	you	just	used	the	wall	of	the	city	as	one	wall	of	your	house.		Not	a	bad	
deal	for	someone	looking	to	make	things	work,	but	it’s	certainly	not	the	most	desirable	part	
of	town.		Not	the	place	with	the	good	schools	or	the	cute	little	cafe.		But	this	is	what	Rahab	
had,	and	she	was	trying	to	make	things	work.	
	
She	used	her	house	as	a	place	for	people	who	had	no	where	else	to	go	when	they	were	
passing	through	the	city.	That	makes	Rahab's	house	a	logical	place	for	the	spies	to	go	–	a	
place	for	people	without	a	place	of	their	own.		But	places	like	that	can	attract	interesting	
kinds	of	people,	right?	
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Have	you	noticed,	that	even	today,	travel	has	a	tendency	to	loosen	morals?		People	feel	less	
restrained	and	more	indulgent	when	they’re	away	from	home.		We	have	an	entire	city	that	
advertises	“What	happens	in	Vegas,	stays	in	Vegas.”		And	that	says	nothing	of	the	reality	of	
sexual	tourism	with	men	traveling	to	foreign	countries	for	despicable	purposes.	
	
So,	you	see	how	the	word	for	a	woman	who	ran	a	place	like	this	could	be	taken	in	several	
ways?		No	matter	what	she	did	or	didn’t	sell	in	her	house,	it’s	crystal	clear	that	she	has	
fallen	outside	the	boundaries	of	‘normal’	life.		She	wasn’t	living	the	life	any	little	girl	grows	
up	dreaming	of.			
	
But,	and	here’s	the	really	great	part	-	as	we’ll	soon	see,	even	though	‘normal	life’	seems	to	
have	passed	her	by,	she	has	not	escaped	God’s	notice,	and	a	woman	like	this	is	actually	
going	to	have	a	radically	different	legacy	than	she	once	might	have	imagined.	
	
Before	we	get	there	though,	let’s	remember	this	is	Jericho,	and	Jericho	is	kind	of	like	the	
Eastern	gateway	to	the	land	of	Canaan.		And	somewhere	out	there	in	the	desert	is	a	group	
of	people	called	the	Israelites.	Over	the	past	forty	years	rumors	and	stories	have	been	
floating	through	the	land	of	Canaan	about	these	Israelites	–	how	they	came	out	of	Egypt	and	
the	battles	they’ve	successfully	fought	against	other	nearby	kings	and	countries.		Stories	an	
innkeeper	like	Rahab	has	been	hearing	from	the	travelers	who	stay	in	her	place.			
	
Think	about	it:	how	many	rumors	and	reports	first	came	to	Jericho	through	a	place	like	
Rahab’s?		And	how	much	of	that	news	spread	to	the	rest	of	city	from	there?		For	if	there’s	
one	thing	a	place	like	Rahab’s	is	good	for,	it’s	hearing	the	latest	news	of	what’s	going	on	out	
there	in	the	rest	of	the	world.	
	
Well,	apparently	Rahab	had	heard	all	the	news	herself	and	has	been	forming	some	opinions	
on	it.		So	when	she	finally	meets	some	of	these	“children	of	Israel”	she	knows	what	it	means	
and	what	she’s	going	to	do.	
	
She	decides	to	turn	her	back	on	the	local	government	and	offer	help	to	these	two	spies.			
	
In	the	process	though,	she	flat	out	lies	to	the	police.		So,	what	do	we	make	of	that?		People	
have	questions	about	it.		Did	she	do	the	right	thing,	or	the	wrong	thing?		Isn’t	lying	wrong?	
	
Well,	actually,	her	lie	isn’t	the	point	of	the	story.		The	purpose	of	this	passage	is	not	teach	us	
ethics	but	to	share	the	facts	of	what	happened	when	Rahab	put	herself	at	great	personal	
risk	to	hide	the	spies	and	to	tell	people	who	already	knew	her	name	–	people	who	would	
later	read	the	Bible	–	who	she	was	and	where	she	had	come	from.		
 
If	you	want	to	think	more	about	her	actions	though,	and	think	through	some	of	the	ethics	
that	are	involved,	I’ve	written	up	something	short	on	the	topic	that	will	be	included	in	the	
sermon	notes	online	–	you	can	look	at	them	later.		For	now	though,	let’s	see	what’s	going	
inside	this	woman	–	what	would	lead	her	to	commit	treason?	
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Joshua	2:8	Now	before	they	lay	down,	she	came	up	to	them	on	the	roof,	9	and	said	
to	the	men:	“I	know	that	the	LORD	has	given	you	the	land,	that	the	terror	of	you	has	
fallen	on	us,	and	that	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	are	fainthearted	because	of	you.	
10	For	we	have	heard	how	the	LORD	dried	up	the	water	of	the	Red	Sea	for	you	when	
you	came	out	of	Egypt,	and	what	you	did	to	the	two	kings	of	the	Amorites	who	were	
on	the	other	side	of	the	Jordan,	Sihon	and	Og	[see	Nu	21:21-35	for	an	explanation	of	
these	kings	who	Israel	has	already	fought],	whom	you	utterly	destroyed.	11	And	as	
soon	as	we	heard	these	things,	our	hearts	melted;	neither	did	there	remain	any	more	
courage	in	anyone	because	of	you,	for	the	LORD	your	God,	He	is	God	in	heaven	above	
and	on	earth	beneath.	12	Now	therefore,	I	beg	you,	swear	to	me	by	the	LORD,	since	I	
have	shown	you	kindness,	that	you	also	will	show	kindness	to	my	father’s	house,	
and	give	me	a	true	token,	13	and	spare	my	father,	my	mother,	my	brothers,	my	
sisters,	and	all	that	they	have,	and	deliver	our	lives	from	death.”	

	
Rahab	has	been	hearing	stories	about	these	people	and	their	God,	and	she	says	people	
believe	them	and	are	scared.		But	she	goes	a	step	further	and	makes	the	bold	assertion	–	
she	has	come	to	the	conclusion:	“the	LORD	your	God,	He	is	God	in	heaven	above	and	on	
earth	beneath.”	
	
So,	she	tells	the	spies,	I’m	doing	this	for	you	–	I’m	risking	my	life	-	because	of	what	I	believe	
about	your	God.	
	
Now	that	is	interesting	to	me	on	several	levels	–	not	least	of	which	is	that	it	shows	the	
sovereignty	of	God.		He	has	been	at	work	in	this	woman’s	heart.	Convicting	her	of	who	He	
really	is.			
	
We	wonder	sometimes	–	what	about	the	pygmy	in	Africa,	what	about	the	man	on	the	island	
who	has	no	church,	no	one	to	bring	him	the	gospel.		Well,	what	about	Rahab?		She	didn’t	
have	any	Christian	friends	inviting	her	to	church,	and	yet,	God	was	at	work	in	her	life	and	
she	was	responding.		Responding,	actually,	in	a	way	that	would	involve	great	personal	risk.	
	
She	was	committing	earthly	treason	while	professing	eternal	allegiance.		She	turned	her	
back	on	the	King	of	Jericho	and	turned	her	face	toward	the	King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords.	
	
Rahab	takes	the	important	step	of	going	from	just	knowing	about	God	to	trusting	in	God.		
She	says	lots	of	people	have	heard	about	God	and	what	He	has	done	for	Israel,	they	know	
intellectually	that	He’s	active	in	the	world	around	them,	but	she	goes	a	step	further	and	
places	her	faith	in	Him,	she	shifts	her	allegiance.	
	
What	about	you	–	have	you	done	the	same?		You’re	here	this	morning,	you	obviously	know	
about	God,	you’ve	heard	some	things	about	Him	–	maybe	you’re	like	Rahab	–	you’ve	heard	
some	rumors	and	stories.		But	do	you	believe?		Have	you	ever	turned	to	God	and	told	Him,	
you	believe	in	Him,	you	believe	that	you’ve	been	living	life	on	your	own,	according	to	your	
rules	and	not	His,	and	you	believe	that’s	wrong	–	that	the	Bible	calls	that	sin.			
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And	have	you	then	asked	Him	to	forgive	your	sins	through	Jesus	and	His	death	on	the	cross	
as	a	sacrifice	for	you?		Have	you	shifted	your	allegiance	from	the	things	of	this	earth	to	the	
throne	of	Heaven?	
	
The	Bible	says	(Rom	10:9)	“that	if	you	confess	with	your	mouth	the	Lord	Jesus	and	believe	
in	your	heart	that	God	has	raised	Him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved.”	
	
If	you’ve	never	made	that	confession,	if	you’ve	never	declared	your	allegiance,	and	if	you’re	
not	taking	action	based	on	that	allegiance,	I	want	to	ask	you	to	do	it	today.			Let	today	be	the	
day	that	your	life	changes.		It’s	not	enough	for	us	to	know	things	about	God	–	it’s	got	to	have	
an	impact	on	what	we	do.		A	profound,	life	risking	impact	in	the	case	of	some	people	like	
Rahab.		
	
And	you	can	do	that	right	there	in	your	seat,	or	by	talking	with	one	of	the	pastors	after	the	
service,	it’s	a	simple	confession	and	conversation	you	have	with	God,	but	I	encourage	you,	if	
you	have	heard	about	God	but	you’ve	never	identified	yourself	with	Him,	do	that,	
intentionally,	deliberately,	today.	
	
One	last	thing	here	before	we	move	on:	notice	the	impact	this	woman	has	on	the	rest	of	her	
family	–	she	intercedes	for	them!		We	talked	a	lot	about	that	two	weeks	ago	as	we	wrapped	
up	1	John.		But	did	you	notice,	she’s	not	just	asking	for	protection	for	herself,	she’s	asking	
(vs	13)	“spare	my	father,	my	mother,	my	brothers,	my	sisters,	and	all	that	they	have,	and	
deliver	our	lives	from	death.”		
	
Other	people	are	going	to	benefit	because	of	Rahab’s	faith.		Is	that	true	of	you?		It	can	be.		
Are	you	interceding	for	them?		Are	you	praying?		Are	you	asking	God	to	work	in	them	like	
He	works	in	you?		And,	at	times,	are	you	taking	practical	steps	for	them?		Rahab	did,	and	it	
had	a	huge	result.	
	

Joshua	2:14	So	the	men	answered	her,	“Our	lives	for	yours,	if	none	of	you	tell	this	
business	of	ours.	And	it	shall	be,	when	the	LORD	has	given	us	the	land,	that	we	will	
deal	kindly	and	truly	with	you.”	

	
They’re	making	plans	like	all	of	this	is	a	done	deal	–	God	is	going	to	give	them	the	land,	and	
they	are	going	to	protect	Rahab	and	her	family.		All	eyes	are	on	God	in	this	moment	of	
history.	

	
15	Then	she	let	them	down	by	a	rope	through	the	window,	for	her	house	was	on	the	
city	wall;	she	dwelt	on	the	wall.	16	And	she	said	to	them,	“Get	to	the	mountain,	lest	
the	pursuers	meet	you.	Hide	there	three	days,	until	the	pursuers	have	returned.	
Afterward	you	may	go	your	way.”	
17	So	the	men	said	to	her:	“We	will	be	blameless	of	this	oath	of	yours	which	you	
have	made	us	swear,	18	unless,	when	we	come	into	the	land,	you	bind	this	line	of	
scarlet	cord	in	the	window	through	which	you	let	us	down,	and	unless	you	bring	
your	father,	your	mother,	your	brothers,	and	all	your	father’s	household	to	your	own	
home.	19	So	it	shall	be	that	whoever	goes	outside	the	doors	of	your	house	into	the	
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street,	his	blood	shall	be	on	his	own	head,	and	we	will	be	guiltless.	And	whoever	is	
with	you	in	the	house,	his	blood	shall	be	on	our	head	if	a	hand	is	laid	on	him.	20	And	
if	you	tell	this	business	of	ours,	then	we	will	be	free	from	your	oath	which	you	made	
us	swear.”	
21	Then	she	said,	“According	to	your	words,	so	be	it.”	And	she	sent	them	away,	and	
they	departed.	And	she	bound	the	scarlet	cord	in	the	window.	

	
Now,	all	of	this	brings	at	least	three	things	to	mind.		First	of	all,	consider	the	parallels	here	
with	Noah	and	the	ark.		Judgment	is	coming,	destruction	is	coming,	but	Noah,	if	you	get	
inside	the	ark,	with	your	family,	you’ll	be	safe	from	the	destruction.		Rahab	is	told	–	anyone	
who	is	in	your	house	will	be	saved.		Mercy	will	be	shown	to	those	who	seek	it.		But,	they’ve	
got	to	take	action.	
	
Second,	it	reminds	me	of	the	connection	with	Abraham	who	was	called	by	God	to	leave	his	
homeland	in	modern	Iraq	and	go	where	God	was	sending	Him.		By	faith	he	followed	God	
and	went	off	into	something	completely	new	and	unknown,	but	with	a	God	he	was	sure	of.		
Just	like	Abraham,	Rahab	is	about	to	give	up	everything	she’s	ever	had	to	join	a	God	she’s	
never	known,	and	she’s	making	the	best	decision	of	her	life.	
	
The	third	thing	this	reminds	me	of	is	the	connection	with	Passover	–	something	these	
Jewish	spies	were	very	familiar	with.		You	remember	that	during	the	last	plague	of	Egypt,	
God	said	I	am	going	to	kill	the	firstborn	of	every	family	in	the	land.		But	there’s	a	way	to	
avoid	it.		Simply	kill	a	lamb,	have	it	for	dinner,	in	your	house,	with	your	whole	family,	and	
take	some	of	the	blood	of	the	lamb	–	scarlet	blood,	and	put	it	on	the	doorposts	of	your	
house.		When	the	angel	sees	that	‘scarlet	thread’	made	by	blood	dripping	down	the	
doorframe,	it	will	‘Passover’	that	house	and	everyone	inside	will	be	saved.	
	
I	can’t	help	but	think	that	was	the	connection	these	guys	were	making	in	their	own	minds.		
It	was	an	intentional	symbol	of	something	very	significant	to	them	as	Jews,	that	no	one	else,	
at	this	point,	would	understand.		God	had	spared	them	because	of	scarlet	on	the	door,	now	
they’ll	do	the	same.	
	
Of	course,	all	of	that	was	all	intended	to	point	the	way	toward	Jesus	who	would	one	day	
hang	on	a	cross	with	blood	dripping	down	like	scarlet	threads,	slaughtered,	like	a	Passover	
Lamb,	for	us.	You’ve	taken	communion,	you’ve	heard	it	said,	“This	is	my	body,	this	is	My	
blood.”		You	know	the	crucifixion	happened	after	the	Last	Supper,	you	know	the	Last	
Supper	in	the	Upper	Room	was	a	celebration	of	Passover,	are	you	making	all	the	
connections?		The	things	that	happened	to	Jesus	happened	in	a	very	specific	way,	at	a	very	
specific	time,	for	a	very	specific	reason,	there’s	meaning	behind	it	all.	
	
So,	after	giving	Rahab	the	sign,	the	symbol	of	their	covenant,	now	they	head	back	to	Joshua:	
	

Joshua	2:22	They	departed	and	went	to	the	mountain,	and	stayed	there	three	days	
until	the	pursuers	returned.	The	pursuers	sought	them	all	along	the	way,	but	did	not	
find	them.	23	So	the	two	men	returned,	descended	from	the	mountain,	and	crossed	
over;	and	they	came	to	Joshua	the	son	of	Nun,	and	told	him	all	that	had	befallen	
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them.	24	And	they	said	to	Joshua,	“Truly	the	LORD	has	delivered	all	the	land	into	our	
hands,	for	indeed	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	country	are	fainthearted	because	of	us.”	

	
They’ve	got	good	news,	but	can	I	go	back	to	the	point	we	made	at	the	beginning?		
	
What	did	they	get	out	of	this?		They	come	back	with	a	report	on	the	psychological	
conditions	of	the	opposing	forces,	but	there’s	nothing	about	the	size	and	construction	of	the	
walls.		There’s	nothing	about	the	location	of	enemy	defenses,	or	reinforcements,	avenues	of	
approach	or	information	on	logistics	for	friendly	forces.		There’s	nothing	here	of	what	we	
consider	military	importance	other	than	the	report	on	the	morale	of	the	people,	and	while	
that’s	significant,	it’s	not	what	the	spies	were	originally	sent	out	to	gather.	
	
So,	what	do	we	get	out	of	this	unexpected,	and	frankly	from	a	strictly	military	historical	
perspective	unnecessary	human	interest	story	in	Joshua	2?	
	
I’ll	tell	you:	we	get	a	greater	appreciation	of	our	God.			We	see	that	God	welcomes	and	
receives	all	kinds	of	people.		God	establishes	the	norm,	cherishes	it,	most	people	are	going	
to	grow	up,	get	married,	have	kids,	work	a	decent	job.		But	some	people	aren’t	they’re	going	
to	hit	a	snag,	or	they’re	going	to	be	run	over,	they’re	going	to	feel	left	out,	left	behind,	or	
short	changed.		But	here’s	the	deal	–	God	still	loves	people,	like	Rahab,	like	some	of	you,	
who	fall	outside	‘the	norm.’			
	
It	reminds	us	of	the	woman	Jesus	met	at	the	well,	doesn’t	it?		She	was	an	outsider	on	so	
many	levels	too.		She	was	a	Samaritan,	an	ethnic	group	that	was	in	conflict	with	their	Jewish	
neighbors.		She	had	a	shady	past	–	she	had	five	husbands	and	was	living	with	a	man	at	the	
time	who	wasn’t	her	husband.		But	she	had	also	heard	about	God	and	so	when	she	met	
Jesus	at	the	well	one	day,	and	He	talked	with	her,	she	threw	out	some	of	the	things	she	
knew	about	God	and	Jesus	cut	right	to	the	heart	and	told	her	He	was	God.		She	believed	
Him,	and	went	running	back	to	town	to	tell	other	people.		Like	Rahab	pulling	her	family	
members	into	her	house,	she	went	and	pulled	others	into	relationship	with	Jesus.	
	
Both	stories,	one	from	the	Old	Testament	and	one	from	the	New	show	us	redemption,	
repentance,	and	people	turning	to	the	glory	of	God.		And	they	show	us	that	God	is	willing	to	
receive	worship	and	allegiance	from	all	kinds	of	people,	not	just	the	ones	who	seem	to	have	
it	all	together,	not	just	the	ones	who	seem	to	be	living	the	‘normal’	life,	if	anything,	these	
people	outside	the	mainstream	are	of	special	interest	to	God.	
	
The	Bible	reminds	us	of	this	in		

	
1	Cor	1:	26	For	you	see	your	calling,	brethren,	that	not	many	wise	according	to	the	
flesh,	not	many	mighty,	not	many	noble,	are	called.	27	But	God	has	chosen	the	
foolish	things	of	the	world	to	put	to	shame	the	wise,	and	God	has	chosen	the	
weak	things	of	the	world	to	put	to	shame	the	things	which	are	mighty;	28	and	
the	base	things	of	the	world	and	the	things	which	are	despised	God	has	chosen,	and	
the	things	which	are	not,	to	bring	to	nothing	the	things	that	are,	29	that	no	flesh	
should	glory	in	His	presence.	30	But	of	Him	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus,	who	became	for	
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us	wisdom	from	God—and	righteousness	and	sanctification	and	redemption—	
31	that,	as	it	is	written,	“He	who	glories,	let	him	glory	in	the	LORD.”	

	
Let	us	never	forget	that	Jesus	was	a	“friend	of	tax-collectors	and	sinners”	(Luke	7:34).	
	
But	here’s	the	thing,	though	He	meets	us	where	we	are,	He	doesn’t	leave	us	there.		Rahab	
didn’t	stay	in	Jericho.		God’s	mission	is	redemption	–	to	make	something	better	and	
beautiful	out	of	the	story.		So	let	me	tell	you	a	little	bit	more	about	this	woman	Rahab	–	she	
appears	several	more	times	in	Bible.	
	
Rahab	goes	on	to	marry	a	Jewish	prince	from	the	tribe	of	Judah,	the	son	of	the	tribal	leader,	
Salmon	(Nu7:12,	Ruther	4:18-22;	Matt	1:5)	who	was	the	father	of	Boaz	who	married	Ruth,	
the	great-grandma	of	King	David,	which	means	Rahab	was	also	in	the	lineage	of	Christ	
(Matt	1:5).		In	fact,	Matthew’s	genealogy	mentions	five	women	and	all	of	them	have	some	
sort	of	scandalous	past.		But	all	were	still	involved	in	the	coming	of	the	Messiah.			
	
God	uses	people	from	the	fringe.			
	
So,	what’s	your	excuse?		Are	you	dismissing	your	self	today	because	things	haven’t	‘turned	
out	right’?		Whatever	that	might	mean.			
	
Friends,	even	if	you	find	yourself	outside	the	‘normal’	path	of	life	–	God	can	still	values	you,	
loves	you,	wants	you.		In	fact,	the	Bible	says	that	where	sin	abounds,	grace	abounds	much	
more	(Rom	5:20).		Rahab	stood,	alone,	against	everything	else	in	her	culture	and	joined	
herself	God	and	His	people	instead.		She	put	herself	in	real	danger	of	discovery	and	
execution,	but	she	remained	convinced	–	God	is	real	and	I	really	want	to	do	something	for	
Him.	
	
What	about	you?		Where	does	God	want	to	lead	you?		How	does	He	want	to	use	you?		Those	
are	the	things	I	hope	you’ll	consider	today.		Christ’s	blood	has	already	been	shed	–	the	
scarlet	thread	is	offered	to	you	–	take	hold	of	it,	display	it,	and	wait	for	His	redemption	to	
come.	
	
Let’s	pray.	
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The Ethics of Lying 
 
 
People often ask the question, what about Rahab’s lie?   
 
Well, when we find things like this in the Bible, we have to ask the question – is it prescriptive, 
or descriptive?  Is this passage prescribing a way for us to act, or describing how someone has 
acted?  Another way to phrase that is: is this something the Bible reports or recommends?  Is it 
something the Bible records or what it requires?   
 
And the answer is, the Bible is simply reporting that Rahab lied.  It’s describing her lying, not 
prescribing lying for us.  The Bible also describes the life of Jacob (Israel) for us and says he had 
four wives, but it never recommends that we do the same.  So, just because the Bible says 
something happened, that doesn’t mean it’s always good.  It’s not always an endorsement. 
 
One of the most amazing things about the Bible is that it tells the truth about its heroes.  And the 
truth is, every single one of the great men and women of the Bible had some place where they 
fell short.  Except Jesus.   
 
Just in the area of lying we think about Abraham who told his wife to tell people she was his 
sister so they didn’t kill him and run off with her (Gen 12:10-20; 20).  Quite the gentlemen, 
right?  And later, his son Isaac did the same thing (Gen 26:6-11).  And then Abraham’s grandson 
Jacob, who became known as Israel, lied to his own dad.  Isaac was going blind and losing his 
sharpness with old age so Jacob pretended to be his brother so his dad would bless him (Gen 27).   
 
Later Samson lied about the source of his strength until He finally told Delilah the truth (Judges 
16).  David lied about what he was up to as he fled from Saul and took the Holy Bread from the 
tabernacle.  Unfortunately, Doeg the Edomite was there too and he saw the whole thing happen 
so he runs back and reports it to King Saul who kills Ahimelech, the high priest, and his whole 
family (1 Sam 21-22).   
 
And that says nothing about David’s lies surrounding his affair with Bathsheeba (2 Sam 11-12). 
 
You see, the Bible tells us the truth about real people and their real situations, and it tells us the 
truth about ourselves as well. 
 
But here’s what’s so hard about Rahab’s lie – it was a matter of life and death.  And that makes it 
the kind of situation that we can make into an ethical debate that we can toss around endlessly. 
 
I’ve spent the majority of my time in the military serving with intelligence and special operations 
units and sometimes issues like this really come up.  And I know some of you know people who 
deal with similar ethical dilemmas and you wonder: what level of deception, or outright duplicity 
is permissible for me as a Christian?  How do I balance the need for national security with the 
Bible’s prohibition of lying? 
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I want to super careful here and be very clear that this is my observation – you’re welcome to tell 
me I’m wrong – we will each have to stand before God and face judgment on the basis of the 
decisions we make.  But, here’s where I come to rest on this.  I ask the question: who accrues the 
benefit of the deception? 
 
Are you telling a lie because you’ve done something wrong and you don’t want to be caught?  
Did you cheat on a test, or steal, or you didn’t obey what you were supposed to do?  Or, because 
we live in a fallen world, were you taking actions that would not be necessary in a world without 
sin?  There’s a world of difference between lying to your spouse because you’re having an affair, 
and lying about your identity in the course of intelligence gathering. 
 
If you have to practice deception, in the process of performing your job, with the approval and 
sanction of the national government, and the security of the nation benefits from your action, 
then I believe you’re OK.  In some ways it’s no different than pulling the trigger in the name of 
the state.  Neither taking lives, nor lying, have any part in a perfect world.  And yet, this is the 
world we live in.  And, God has not told us to abandon service to the government.  Now, again, 
you have to make the final decision to stand on before God, but I offer this for your 
consideration. 
 
And, I think it’s possible for us to envision a situation where for the sake of the protection of 
other human beings, we might lie.  Flat out lie.  Bold face lie.  But again, it’s not for our own 
benefit, it’s not so we can indulge, it’s not so we can get away with something.  This is slippery, 
slippery, ethical ground here, and the greatest advice I can give is, search the motives of your 
heart because that’s exactly what God will do. 
 
And one final thing: don’t ever fall in love with the ungodly aspects of your life and 
employment, let it be uncomfortable for you and talk with God about it regularly in prayer.  He 
can and will guide you.	


