Fruitful Summer Devotional

Week 3

Day 1: Joy Rooted in Redemption
Scripture: Luke 10:20
“Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Reflection:

Jesus redirects our joy from performance to promise. True joy is not built on success or
spiritual power, but on the unshakable foundation of being known and loved by God. It’s
not a fleeting feeling—it’s a settled reality. Joy becomes a disposition when it’s anchored in
the finished work of Christ, not the fluctuating circumstances of our day.

Application Questions:

1. What would it look like today to root your joy in what Christ has done, not in what you
achieve?

2. Are there things you’re rejoicing in more than the fact that you’re known by God?

Day 2: The Joy of Abiding
Scripture: John 15:11
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”

Reflection:

Jesus connects joy to abiding. He is not offering a brief happiness but His own joy—a
divine, durable joy that flows from union with Him. The more deeply we are connected to
Him in trust and obedience, the more resilient our joy becomes.

Application Questions:

1. How have you allowed the circumstances to influence your joy as opposed to restingin
Christ?

2. How might you be trying to manufacture joy apart from Him?

Day 3: Joy in Suffering
Scripture: Romans 5:3-5
“We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance...”

Reflection:

This is not joy in pain, but joy through pain. Christian joy is not fragile—it can exist
alongside sorrow. Why? Because God uses even suffering to shape us into hope-filled
people. This is joy as a deep, subterranean river, not a shallow puddle that dries up in heat.



Application Questions:
1. How can you train your heart to see suffering through the lens of growth and hope?
2. What suffering in your life might God be using to deepen—not diminish—your joy?

Day 4: Joy in God’s Presence
Scripture: Psalm 16:11
“In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”

Reflection:

Real joy flows not from getting what we want, but from being with the One we were made
for. In prayer, in stillness, in worship—we return to the well of joy that does not run dry. The
joy that God offers is not circumstantial but relational.

Application Questions:
1. What steps can you take to recognize God’s presence in each moment of your day?
2. Where do you go looking for joy instead of the presence of God?

Day 5: Joy in the Gospel’s Advance
Scripture: Philippians 1:18
“What then? Only that in every way... Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.”

Reflection:

Paul’s joy wasn’t circumstantial—it was missional. Even in prison, his joy overflowed
because Christ was being known. Gospel-centered joy comes when we care more about
Jesus being lifted up than ourselves being comfortable.

Application Questions:
1. Is your joy tied more to personal comfort or to gospel advancement?
2. How can you cultivate a heart that finds joy in people encountering Jesus?

Day 6: Joy in Salvation’s Song

Scripture: Isaiah 12:2-3

"Surely God is my salvation; | will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my
strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.”

Reflection:

Isaiah sings of joy drawn from the wells of salvation. This is a prophetic picture of the kind
of deep, soul-satisfying joy that overflows when we truly grasp the grace of God. Joy is the
disposition of someone who’s experienced the salvation of the Lord.

Application Questions:



1. Do you regularly reflect on the wonder of your salvation? How does that impact your
joy?
2. How would your day look if you considered your salvation at the top of every hour?

Day 7: Joy That Cannot Be Taken
Scripture: John 16:22
“No one will take your joy from you.”

Reflection:

This is resurrection joy—joy that has looked death in the face and still sings. It is not
circumstantial, not seasonal, not superficial. The resurrection guarantees that no loss is
final, no sorrow permanent. When our joy is rooted in the risen Christ, it becomes
untouchable.

Application Questions:

1. What do you fear might steal your joy? How does the resurrection speak to that fear?
2. How can this truth lead you through the difficulties of life? What can you do never to
forget this truth and therefore live in the joy it brings?



