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LESSON 3

INTERPRETING
APOCALYPTIC
LITERATURE



- Apokalupto- “to reveal/unveil”-
symbolic imagery used to
reveal God's mysterious,
orovidential workings behind
the scenes and his coming
polans for the future.

WHAT IS
APOCALYPTIC
LITERATURE?



E > Expectation of the inbreaking

1= of God into the present age to
usher in a qualitatively different
existence in the age to come.

CHARACTERISTICS
> The use of angelic mediators to

communicate to God'’s
spokesman




The journey of the spokesman
INnto the heavenly realms, with
ongoing interaction and
communication with the
angelic mediator

Highly symbolic visions or
dreams that describe hidden
spiritual realities and future
divine intervention



> Visions of final, divine
judgment

- Warnings of coming distresses
and trials to be faced by the
faithful

> Encouragements to the faithful
to persevere in light of the true
spiritual realities and coming
divine interventions




ENERAL GUIDELINES

Consider the purpose of the text

g o Use the clear to help understand the
obscure

o We must not adopt an interpretation that is

out of harmony with the rest of the Bible

Interpret symbolic imagery according to tr
A author’s intent |

“ o Have humility
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REVELATION

4 DISTINCT
INTERPRETIVE
APPROACHES
4 (MOST MIX

# SOME)

[ &

Preterist

Most events
described took
place in the first

-~ century or soon

thereafter (tied to
the destruction of
the Jewish Temple

INn Jerusalem in A.D.

70)

Historicist

Revelation is a
blueprint for all of
history, some
describe past
periods others
future



REVELATION

4 DISTINCT
INTERPRETIVE
APPROACHES
4 (MOST MIX

# SOME)

[ &

|dealist

Revelation
describes the
spiritual realities
that reoccur

“ throughout history

until the end of all
things, many
events in history
correspond to the
events in the book

Futurist

mainly as applying
to future-end time
events that will
occur directly prior
to Christ's return



GUIDELINES




RECOMMENDED
RESOURCES

40 Questions About

Interpreting the Bible
by Robert L. Plummer
ESV Study Bible



https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Crossway-Bibles-ebook/dp/B001CDWFPC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14EPBOMDTAJEQ&dchild=1&keywords=esv+study+bible&qid=1588617033&sprefix=esv+stu%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1

Where to Start

Read the book of Revelation. Mark up a

p investigate every instance symbolic visi d
imagery. Using a good study Bible, try to outline

the overall message of the book. After reading and
studying the book try to distill in the messageg




Breaking the Code:
Understanding the Book of
Revelation by Bruce Metzger
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https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Code-Understanding-Revelation-Study/dp/0687089999
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Code-Understanding-Revelation-Study/dp/0687089999
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Code-Understanding-Revelation-Study/dp/0687089999
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QUESTIONS!

You can reach Chris Parrish at



mailto:cparrish@buckrun.org

