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◦ Consider the purpose of the text
◦ Use the clear to help understand the 

obscure
◦ We must not adopt an interpretation that is 

out of harmony with the rest of the Bible
◦ Interpret symbolic imagery according to the 

author’s intent
◦ Have humility

◦



Preterist

(MOST MIX 
SOME)

Historicist

Revelation is a 
blueprint for all of 
history, some 
describe past 
periods others 
future



Idealist

(MOST MIX 
SOME)

Futurist

mainly as applying 
to future-end time 
events that will 
occur directly prior 
to Christ’s return



1. Old Testament apocalyptic passages provide 
helpful background to understanding. 

2. Consider the original audience first. How would 
they have read and understood? 

3. Symbolic images should not be taken literally, but 
they are important, meaningful, and authoritative.  

4. They are not to be read chronologically.
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https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Crossway-Bibles-ebook/dp/B001CDWFPC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14EPBOMDTAJEQ&dchild=1&keywords=esv+study+bible&qid=1588617033&sprefix=esv+stu%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1


Read the book of Revelation. Mark up and 
investigate every instance symbolic visions and 
imagery. Using a good study Bible, try to outline 

the overall message of the book. After reading and 
studying the book, try to distill in the message of 
the entire book into 2-3 sentences. What is John’s 

main message? How would you explain that 
message to someone who’s never heard?
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https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Code-Understanding-Revelation-Study/dp/0687089999
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Code-Understanding-Revelation-Study/dp/0687089999
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Code-Understanding-Revelation-Study/dp/0687089999
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