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TEXT
Philippians, Acts 26:9-23, Acts 16:6-40

OUTLINE

SUMMARY
This week, our Student Reading Plans begin the book of Philippians. Often, students don’t understand 
the Bible when they read it because they don’t take the time to ask some key questions about the text. 
We are using this opportunity to teach students how to look for important information about a book of 
the Bible when they start reading it. The goal is to help students learn to study the Bible on their own in 
a way that transforms their lives and makes them more like Christ. 

What do we know about Philippians?
 1. Where is it in the Bible?
  - New Testament
  - After Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension
 2. What is it?
  - A Letter
 3. Who wrote it?

- Paul
- A former persecutor of Christians who God saved and is now a missionary who has         
suffered for the sake of the gospel of Jesus (Acts 9, Acts 26:9-23)

 4. Who was it written to?
- Christians in Philippi
- A church that Paul planted (Acts 16:6-40)

 5. Why was it written?
- Like Paul, the Christians in Philippi are suffering for their faith. Paul writes to encourage 
them through the hope they have in Christ to grow in faith through the struggle.
- There are disagreements and conflicts among the Christians in Philippi. Paul writes to 
unify them. 
- Paul writes to remind the Christians in Philippi of the mission God has given all Chris-
tians, to work together to spread the gospel to those who don’t know Jesus, no matter how 
great their struggle is. 

 6. Why does it matter to me?
- Just like the Christians in Philippi, we need to be encouraged in times of struggle by our 
hope in Christ, and to work together in unity to show that hope to the lost world around us.
- For those who aren’t Christians, Philippians shows that Jesus is the answer to evil and 
suffering in the world. One day everyone will bow to Jesus, and he invites you to eternal 
life that is better than this temporary world.

Discussion Questions
- Why do we read the Bible?

We read the Bible to be transformed and to become 
more like Christ by learning about who God is and 
what He has done.

- How can you relate to the people receiving the 
letter to the Philippians?

See Outline #6


