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SUMMARY
This week we look at an important story in the life of David. This passage is one of the most important 
ones in the Bible because it sets the stage for Jesus to come as the shepherd King through whom God 
will establish his kingdom. That kingdom is made up of God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule.  
David’s idea and God’s response helps us
understand our place in God’s kingdom.

David has a good idea (v.1-3)
David wants to build God a temple. It 
seems like a good idea and even God’s prophet Nathan tells him to go for it! But David’s understanding 
of the kingdom of God was too small. God had a plan that would go far beyond David’s little kingdom.
God’s perspective is different (v.4-7)
David assumed that God wasn’t okay dwelling with the people of Israel in a tent. But God is not so 
concerned with having an exquisite temple on earth. God knew that what would bring him the most glory 
was not a beautiful temple, but his plan to bring a Savior into the world through the line of David. 
As we try to understand our place in God’s kingdom, we should seek His will and His perspective so that 
we care about the things God cares about.
God’s provision is humbling (v.8-9)
God reminds David of all the ways he has provided for him. David was just a shepherd boy when God 
chose to make him king of Israel. Since then, God had been with David every step of the way to 
preserve his life and to defeat his enemies. None of David’s success came apart from the grace of God.
As we try to understand our place in God’s kingdom, we should be humble before God, knowing that 
anything we have to offer was first a gift from him.
God’s power is sufficient (v.9-11)
God goes on to tell David how he is going to work in his life and in the life of Israel. These verses are full 
of “I will…” statements that show that it will be the power of God that will accomplish these things. 
Through his power Israel can finally have rest.
As we try to understand our place in God’s kingdom, we should trust in his power to accomplish great 
things in our lives. 
God’s plan is eternal (v.11-17)
David was part of a plan that would see his sons rule the nation of Israel for centuries. Ultimately, he was 
part of God’s plan to bring the Messiah, the Savior into the world. God’s plan for David was not for him to 
build him a fancy house. God’s plan was to establish a royal line from which the Son of God would come 
to establish God’s dwelling place among his people forever.
As we try to understand our place in God’s kingdom, we should proclaim the greatness of the eternal 
King. 

Discussion Questions
- Have you ever considered what part God wants you to 

play in his eternal plan?
- What are some good things that you care about that may 

not be the most important thing in God’s eyes?
- Name three ways that God has shown grace in your life 

that got you where you are today.


