
HOW TO READ 
THE BIBLE

UNDERSTANDING GENRE
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LESSON 8

INTERPRETING 
PARABLES



THE NATURE OF 
PARABLES

◦ Most teach us about the 
Kingdom

◦ The graciousness of God

◦ The demands of 
discipleship

◦ The dangers of 
disobedience
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Guidelines for 
Interpreting 
Parables

A. Find the main point
B. Recognize stock imagery
C. Note striking or unexpected 

details
D. Don’t press EVERY detail for 

meaning
E. Pay attention to literary and 

historical context 
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RECOMMENDED 
RESOURCES

◦ 40 Questions About 
Interpreting the Bible 
by Robert L. Plummer

◦ ESV Study Bible
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https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Crossway-Bibles-ebook/dp/B001CDWFPC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14EPBOMDTAJEQ&dchild=1&keywords=esv+study+bible&qid=1588617033&sprefix=esv+stu%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1


Where to Start

Read Luke 15, keeping a close watch for 
editorial comments and narrative flow. Why is 
Jesus telling these parables? Who are the 
main characters? What does the dialogue tell 
us? How would you summarize the main point 
of the text?
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Resources 
to Get You 
Started 

◦ Reading the Gospels Wisely by 
Jonathan Pennington
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https://www.amazon.com/Reading-Gospels-Wisely-Theological-Introduction/dp/0801039371
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QUESTIONS!

You can reach Chris Parrish at 
cparrish@buckrun.org.

mailto:cparrish@buckrun.org

