HOW TO READ
THE BIBLE

UNDERSTANDING GENRE
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LESSON 9

INTERPRETING
EPISTLES



? o Structure

= > |ldentity sender and receiver

- Word of thanksgiving and
orayer
> Body

> Benediction or formalized
greetings

THE NATURE
OF EPISTLES




GUIDELINES FOR
INTERPRETING
EPISTLES

Use "mirror-reading” with
caution

Divide the text into discourse
units

Understand the organization
within a literary unit

Determine the meaning of
individual words

Apply the message of the text



RECOMMENDED
RESOURCES

40 Questions About

Interpreting the Bible
by Robert L. Plummer
ESV Study Bible



https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-About-Interpreting-Bible-Answers/dp/082543498X
https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Crossway-Bibles-ebook/dp/B001CDWFPC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14EPBOMDTAJEQ&dchild=1&keywords=esv+study+bible&qid=1588617033&sprefix=esv+stu%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1

Where to Start

Read 1 Corinthians. Who is writing and who is he
writing to? What can we tell about the context of
the letter? Look for the overall structure of the
text. How you outline Paul’s flow of thought? _
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Interpreting the Pauline Epistles
oy Thomas Schreiner
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https://www.amazon.com/Interpreting-Pauline-Epistles-Thomas-Schreiner/dp/080103812X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1XYNFYXN368Y&dchild=1&keywords=interpreting+pauline+epistles&qid=1593611918&sprefix=interpreting+pauline+%2Caps%2C172&sr=8-1
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QUESTIONS!

You can reach Chris Parrish at



mailto:cparrish@buckrun.org

