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MISSION NEIGHBORHOOD

1 Corinthians 9:19–23 Even though I am free of the demands and expectations of everyone, I
have voluntarily become a servant to any and all in order to reach a wide range of people:
religious, nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the

demoralized—whoever. I didn’t take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ—but I
entered their world and tried to experience things from their point of view. I’ve become just

about every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a God-saved life. I
did all this because of the Message. I didn’t just want to talk about it; I wanted to be in on it!

1. SEE THE BIG PICTURE.
2 Peter 3:8–9 Don’t overlook the obvious here, friends. With God, one day is as good as a
thousand years, a thousand years as a day. God isn’t late with his promise as some measure
lateness. He is restraining himself on account of you, holding back the End because he doesn’t
want anyone lost. He’s giving everyone space and time to change.

2. DON’T COUNT OUT ANYBODY.
Matthew 22:8–10 “Then he told his servants, ‘We have a wedding banquet all prepared but no
guests. The ones I invited weren’t up to it. Go out into the busiest intersections in town and
invite anyone you find to the banquet.’ The servants went out on the streets and rounded up
everyone they laid eyes on, good and bad, regardless. And so the banquet was on—every place
filled.

3. LOOK FOR DIVINE APPOINTMENTS.
Ephesians 5:15–17 So watch your step. Use your head. Make the most of every chance you get.
These are desperate times! Don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly. Make sure you understand what
the Master wants.

4. SHOW LOVE BY SERVING.
John 13:34–35 “Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved
you, you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when
they see the love you have for each other.”


