
Avoiding the Drift: How to Stay Faithful 
and Finish Well 

There is a particular kind of danger that does not announce itself. It does 
not arrive with a crash or a sudden catastrophe. It creeps in quietly, 
gradually, almost imperceptibly. It is the danger of drift. 

Drift does not happen overnight. A ship does not end up miles off course in 
an instant. It happens slowly, through small, almost unnoticeable deviations 
from the intended heading. The same is true in the life of faith. We do not 
wake up one morning and decide to abandon our walk with God. Instead, 
life fills up with noise and routine, and before long, we look around and 
realize we are far from where we intended to be. 

The writer of Hebrews understood this well. Writing to a community of 
believers who kept gravitating back toward old habits and empty religious 
routines, the message was clear: do not settle for the elementary. Do not 
go back to going through the motions. Press forward into maturity, into the 
fullness of what God has called you to. 

That call to press forward is just as urgent today. 

More Than Attendance 

One of the most sobering realities we can face is the possibility of being 
near the things of God without ever truly knowing God. The writer of 
Hebrews describes people who have tasted the heavenly gift, shared in the 
Holy Spirit, and experienced the goodness of God's Word, yet never fully 
received and walked in Him. Jesus Himself warned in Matthew 7 that there 
would be those who performed remarkable works in His name, yet He 
would say He never knew them. 

This is not meant to produce fear, but clarity. Attendance is not salvation. 
Serving is not salvation. Giving is not salvation. Knowing Christ is salvation. 



And out of that genuine, living relationship with Him, fruit will grow naturally. 
The question is not what we have done. The question is what we have 
done with Him. 

If there is any area of life where faith has quietly reduced itself to habit and 
routine, that is the invitation to come back. Not to perform better, but to 
return to the One who has been waiting all along. 

What It Means to Be a Disciple 

The antidote to drift is discipleship. Not a program or a curriculum, but a 
lifelong process of becoming more like Jesus every single day. The Great 
Commission recorded in Matthew 28 was not a suggestion. It was the 
parting charge of Jesus to His followers: go and make disciples. Not just 
converts. Not just attenders. Disciples. 

So what does that actually look like? There are five marks worth 
considering. 

First, put Jesus first in all things. This sounds simple, and in principle it 
is. But in practice, it requires daily, sometimes hourly, realignment. The 
world is constantly offering alternatives for the throne of our hearts, whether 
that is career, comfort, relationships, finances, or reputation. The disciple 
keeps returning to the same question: is He first? When something else 
has taken His place, the response is not shame but repentance and 
realignment. 

Second, follow Jesus' teachings. In John 8, Jesus makes a direct 
connection between holding to His teaching and being a true disciple. 
Obedience is not a burden added onto faith. It is the evidence of faith. As 
James reminds us, we are called to be doers of the Word, not merely 
hearers. Following Christ means following Christ, not a version of Him that 
has been edited to suit our preferences. 

Third, bear fruit. Jesus used the image of a vine and its branches to 
describe the relationship between Himself and His followers. A branch that 
remains connected to the vine bears fruit. It is not complicated. The fruit is 



not manufactured through striving. It flows naturally from abiding in Him. If 
life feels unfruitful, the question worth asking is not what more to do, but 
whether the connection to the vine is strong and unobstructed. 

Fourth, love other disciples. The church is meant to be a community that 
the world looks at and wants to be a part of. That only happens when 
believers genuinely love one another in practical, tangible ways. Not when 
it is convenient. Not only when the people around us are easy to love. The 
love of Christ moves toward people regardless of preference or comfort. 
Unforgiveness, bitterness, and offense are some of the most effective tools 
of drift because they quietly fracture the community that God designed to 
hold us together. 

Fifth, make disciples of others. The most common objection to this is a 
lack of qualification. But the qualification for sharing the life of Christ with 
others is simply knowing Him. If you know Jesus, you have something to 
give. It does not require a theological degree or a platform. It requires a 
willingness to sit with someone, share what you know, and walk alongside 
them as they grow. 

Finishing Well 

Paul wrote in Acts 20 that he considered his life worth nothing to him 
except to finish the race and complete the task the Lord had given him. 
That is the posture of someone who has not drifted. His eyes were not on 
comfort, reputation, or self-preservation. They were fixed on the finish line 
and on the testimony of God's grace. 

The goal is not just to start strong. It is to finish well. To stand before God 
one day and hear the words every believer longs for: well done, good and 
faithful servant. 

Drift is reversible. No matter how far off course life has wandered, the 
Father is not standing at a distance with condemnation. He is standing with 
open arms, saying come back. Come back to the life I always had for you. 
Come back to the calling, the purpose, the fullness that is found only in Me. 



Do not settle for a faith that has become routine. Do not let the noise of life 
slowly carry you away from what matters most. Keep Him first. Follow His 
Word. Bear fruit. Love deeply. Make disciples. 

Stay the course. Finish well. 
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