
The Journey of Transformation: From 
Saved to Sanctified 

There's a profound tension in the Christian life that often goes 

unaddressed. We are simultaneously perfect and imperfect, complete and 

incomplete, saved and being saved. This paradox lies at the heart of what it 

means to walk with God in this present age. 

The Unchanging Reality of Human Nature 

From the very beginning, humanity has struggled with its nature. After 

creating mankind in His own image, God looked at His creation and 

declared it "very good." Yet by Genesis chapter six—just a few chapters 

later—we read that "the Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human 

race had become on earth and that every inclination of the human heart 

was only evil all the time." 

Even after the cleansing flood, God acknowledged that "every inclination of 

the human heart is evil from childhood." When Jesus walked the earth, He 

reminded His followers that even in their goodness toward their children, 

they remained fundamentally flawed. The apostle Paul echoed this truth: 

"There is no one righteous, not even one." 

This isn't meant to discourage us but to awaken us. In a culture that 

constantly tells us we're "enough" just as we are, this biblical truth cuts 

through the fog. We aren't okay on our own. We desperately need a Savior. 



Without recognizing our need, there can be no salvation, no transformation, 

no journey toward becoming who we were created to be. 

The Gift That Changes Everything 

God's love for this broken world led Him to give His one and only Son. 

Through Jesus, the requirements of divine justice were satisfied. Every 

sin—past, present, and future—was paid for at the cross. This is the 

atonement, the cosmic transaction that made relationship with God 

possible again. 

But something even more miraculous happens when we accept this gift. 

We don't just receive forgiveness; we receive new life. The Holy Spirit takes 

up residence within us. We are justified—made right with God. We are 

regenerated—brought from death to life. We are sealed with the promised 

Holy Spirit. 

This is where the beautiful tension begins. Scripture tells us we "were 

washed," "were sanctified," and "were justified." Yet other passages 

command us to "be sanctified" and "be perfect." We have been made holy, 

yet we are being made holy. We are perfect in Christ, yet we must work 

toward perfection. 

The Kingdom Already and Not Yet 

We live in the overlap of two ages. The kingdom of God has come—it 

arrived with Jesus, was established at the cross, and was released at 

Pentecost. Yet the kingdom is still coming—it will be fully realized when 

Christ returns. 



This is why we are here. We are ambassadors of this kingdom, 

representatives of another realm. We have received power through the 

Holy Spirit to be witnesses, to declare and demonstrate that the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand. Every person who comes to faith expands this kingdom. 

Every act of Spirit-empowered love pushes back the darkness. 

We don't wait until we're "good enough" to be used by God. The Holy Spirit 

doesn't come in portions, doled out as we mature. From the moment of 

salvation, we have 100% of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. There's no 

age restriction, no experience requirement, no spiritual resume needed. 

God uses broken vessels to carry His glory. 

The Partnership of Transformation 

"Work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in 

you to will and to act in order to fulfill His good purpose." This verse 

captures the mystery perfectly. We must work, yet it is God who works. We 

cannot do it without Him, yet He chooses not to do it without us. 

This is the fulfillment of ancient prophecy: "I will give you a new heart and 

put a new spirit in you." The new nature we receive makes possible what 

was impossible under the old covenant. We can actually become like 

Christ, not through gritted-teeth self-improvement, but through partnership 

with the Spirit. 

The key is this: we put to death the misdeeds of the body by the Spirit. Not 

through lists of rules. Not through sheer willpower. By the Spirit. This 

means daily surrender, moment-by-moment dependence, constant yielding 

to the One who lives within us. 



The Path Forward 

The journey involves specific steps, each building on the last. It begins with 

faith—the foundation of everything, the only thing that pleases God. Faith 

calls into being that which is not yet visible because we have heard from 

God. 

To faith we add virtue—moral excellence, holy living, setting ourselves 

apart from the corruption of the world. Then knowledge—not mere 

information, but deep understanding of God's Word and His ways. 

Self-control follows—mastering our desires and passions rather than being 

mastered by them. 

Steadfastness comes next—the perseverance to keep going when the path 

is difficult. Then godliness—a growing reverence for who God is. Brotherly 

affection deepens our capacity for genuine friendship and community. 

Finally, love—that supernatural ability to do good with pure intentions, to 

help others with the very heart of God. 

Notice that love doesn't come first. Making people feel good temporarily 

doesn't transform them. But when our love flows from a foundation 

saturated with faith in God, it carries divine weight and presence. People 

sense something different, something that exposes their own need and 

draws them toward the One who can meet it. 

Fixing Our Eyes on the Prize 



As we behold the glory of the Lord with unveiled faces, we are being 

transformed into His image, from one degree of glory to another. This is the 

work of the Spirit—gradual, progressive, real transformation. 

The thief on the cross reminds us that salvation doesn't depend on our 

performance. He had no time for baptism, Bible study, or spiritual 

disciplines. Yet Jesus promised him paradise. Salvation is by grace through 

faith alone. 

But for those of us who have time—who live in the already-and-not-yet of 

the kingdom age—we have the privilege of partnership. We get to 

participate in our own transformation. We get to become more like Jesus, 

day by day, choice by choice, surrender by surrender. 

This is the glorious adventure of the Christian life: saved by grace, 

transformed by the Spirit, used by God to bring heaven to earth. 
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