
FELLOWSHIP NOTES ~ Sunday, May 23rd, 2021 
Spring Spiritual Growth Emphasis 

 

Part 7: “Declaring War on Sin”   
 

For Sunday, June 6th: Study and pray through pages 66 - 73 in Returning to Holiness.  

 

For Further Study – In Fellowship Café  
 Book: Returning to Holiness by Greg Frizzell  

 Book: The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges 

 Book: Habits for Our Holiness by Philip Nation  

 
HOLY: 

“to be set apart, to be distinct, to be different; to be clean, free from sin; reflecting 
the character of God” 

 
God’s Promises to the Holy: 

1. He will ________________ us (2 Cor. 6:17b) = God will receive us with open arms 
of fellowship 
 

2. He will be a _______________ to us (2 Cor. 6:18a) = God will fulfill all the 
responsibilities of fatherhood towards us  

 
3. He will treat us as His _________________ (2 Cor. 6:18b) = We will experience 

the bonds of special intimacy with God 
 
 
 
 

 
225 North Ave., Norwalk, IA. ~ www.fellowshipnorwalk.org 

http://www.fellowshipnorwalk.org/


What is a Sacred Assembly? 
 

Note: This is the first of several articles designed to provide biblical information in preparation for 

our churchwide Sacred Assembly on Sunday, June 13th at 6:00 p.m.  

 

     Sacred or solemn assemblies were prominent features in the revivals of the Old Testament. Also, 

throughout the history of the church, gatherings of solemnity have been a vital part of revival, 

although, at times, not necessarily using the term sacred assembly. The nature of the sacred 

assembly is expressly stated in those two words: Sacred: this gathering is unique in that a solemn 

spirit prevails as opposed to what might usually be associated with a worship service; Assembly: this 

was a time when ALL the people of a community of faith regardless of age, or distinction, were to 

gather with the purpose of seeking the face of God.  

 

     In the Old Testament, it was in the Sacred Assembly that God’s people… 

• Took responsibility for their corporate sin and repented of it  

• Recognized God’s call to give Him undivided attention and loyalty  

• Re-embraced God’s values and standards 

• Offered themselves in full surrender to God  

• Were infused with holiness where before it had been absent 

 

     A biblical sacred assembly for a local church is a time when the church body comes together 

prayerfully in response to God’s leading and confesses and repents of corporate sin. It’s designed to 

perpetuate lifestyles of repentance, spiritual cleansing and holiness as modeled in Christ our Savior. 

     Our service will include three major sections:  

1. The Awesome Holiness of God  

2. The Awful Destructiveness of our Sin  

3. Returning to the Lord through personal and especially corporate repentance  

 

     What can you do to prepare? First, continue joining us on Sundays as we study what the Bible says 

about The Road to Holiness. If you miss a Sunday watch the service online. Second, prayerfully 

continue working through our study guide, Returning to Holiness. This study has been meant to 

prepare us for our Sacred Assembly from a spiritual/cleansing standpoint. Third, circle the date and 

clear your calendar for Sunday, June 13th. On Sunday morning Pastor Rob will bring a preparation 

message for the assembly then we’ll gather together on Sunday night at 6:00 p.m. Just like the 

biblical sacred assemblies, the call is for everyone who is part of our church family to be present and 

participate. Finally, commit to join our church leadership in laying a groundwork of prayer in advance 

of the assembly. Below you will find the primary requests we are uniting to pray about. Please 

prayerfully take each request before the Lord in the context of the accompanying verse. Together, 

let’s seek the Lord for what HE wants to do in our lives, in our church, and ultimately in our 

community and beyond.  

 

 

 



     Prayer Requests for the Assembly  
1. For a keen awareness of the awesome holy nature of God and a righteous fear of Him 

“For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: ‘I dwell in the 

high and holy place, with him who has a humble and contrite spirit, to revive the spirit of the 

humble and to revive the contrite ones.” Isaiah 57:15 

 

2. For a humble realization of the awful nature of our sin and a disgust for it  

“But your iniquities are separating you from your God, and your sins have hidden his face from 

you so that he does not listen.” Isaiah 59:2 

 

3. For a broken and contrite heart over our sin before holy God 

“The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit, You will not despise a broken and humbled 

heart, God.” Psalm 51:17 

 

4. For God to do a work of spiritual cleansing and revival in our hearts as we respond to Him 

“Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? The one who 

has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not appealed to what is false, and who has not 

sworn deceitfully. He will receive blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his 

salvation.” Psalm 24:3-5 

 

5. For the mending of hindered or broken fellowship between believers and God and with one another 

“If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” Romans 12:18 

 

6. For the restoration of holy lives that are reflective of God and His holiness to everyone around us 

“Therefore, with your minds ready for action, be sober-minded and set your hope completely 

on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not 

be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance. But as the one who called you is holy, 

you also are to be holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy.” 1 Peter 

1:13-16 

 

7. For the renewal of God using us as His faithful witnesses to impact our area and region with the gospel 

for the sake of His name  

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, so 

that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light.” 1 Peter 2:9 

 
Growth Group Study Guide 

 
Getting Started:  
     What measures do you take to control weeds where you live?  
 
Digging Deeper: 

1. Read the following passages and underline the part(s) of each that talk about taking 
off/weeding out things from our lives and circle the part(s) that talk about putting on/planting 
in qualities into our lives.  
 



“…so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk with decency, as in 
the daytime; not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t make plans to gratify the desires of 
the flesh.” Romans 13:12b-14 
 
“…take off your former way of life, the old self that is corrupted by deceitful desires, to be renewed in 
the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, the one created according to God’s likeness in 
righteousness and purity of the truth. Therefore, putting away the lying, speak the truth, each one to 
his neighbor…”  Ephesians 4:22-25a 
 
“But now, put away all the following: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 
mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on 
the new self. You are being renewed in knowledge according to the image of your Creator.”  Colossians 
3:8-10  
 
“Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, 
desire the pure milk of the word, so that you may grow up into your salvation.”   
1 Peter 2:1-2 
 
“Flee from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace…”  2 Timothy 2:22a 

 
List out the “take off” items God says to discard from our lives. Which ones are difficult to let 
go of? _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 List out the “put on” items God says to add to our lives. Which ones are difficult to add?  
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Read the Sacred Assembly article above and spend the remainder of your time together 
praying for our upcoming assembly using the attached prayer requests.  

 
Wrapping it Up 
     Continue studying and praying through our companion book Returning to Holiness. For Sunday, 
June 6th, work through page 72. Let’s also continue to fast and pray together for our Road to Holiness 
Emphasis and our Sacred Assembly.  

Mark your calendar for our churchwide Sacred Assembly 
Sunday, June 13th – 6:00 p.m. 


