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Part 1: “Uncompromising in the Face of Death”  
Daniel 2 

 
Last Sunday as we began this 40 Day journey through the book of Daniel, we 
saw this young man, Daniel, just 15 years of age or so, and he was 
uncompromising in his commitment to God.  
 
We were driving in Des Moines yesterday and as we were sitting at a stop 
light, I found myself staring at the license plate of the car in front me, and it 
was a Hawaii license plate. It said the “Rainbow state” on it.  
 
And all of a sudden it hit me, “Wait a minute. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
license plate in Iowa from Hawaii. You don’t just drive to Iowa from Hawaii. 
How’d that guy get his car across the Pacific and all the way to Iowa?”  
 
I felt like pulling up next to him and asking how he got that car over here. 
That guy was a LONG WAYS from home! And we’ve seen so far in our study 
of Daniel, that he too ended up a very long way from home.  
 
He was forcibly taken from his home, his family, and his country and 
deported to a foreign land to live in the city of Babylon. When he got there, 
he was forced to be retrained to serve as a representative in the court of 
King Nebuchadnezzar.  
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We saw last Sunday that he faced the pressure to change his thinking and 
his beliefs from His belief in God to the false gods of the Babylonians. He 
was pressured to change his lifestyle to live the way the Babylonians lived.  
 
And he was pressured to change his worship. They even gave him a new 
name that represented the false religion of the Babylonians. In every way, 
Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, were led to 
compromise especially their commitment to God and His Word.  
 
But you read this week in the rest of chapter 1 how Daniel and his friends 
found a way not to compromise, but instead to stand uncompromisingly 
and still meet the demands of the king.  
 
And God rewarded their faithfulness and their refusal to compromise. And 
we noted last Sunday that the same temptations to compromise our 
thinking and our lifestyles and our worship exist in our culture right now.  
 
Every day we’re all being pressured to give in to the thinking, and the 
lifestyle of a humanistic culture and to shrink back away from our 
commitment to God and His Word – and this is especially true of our young 
people.  
 
If you’re a teenager or a young adult here or watching this morning, please 
know that what we’re studying in this book will really help you. I can assure 
you that God wants you to be a Daniel.  
 
I can assure you if you do, that you’ll be outnumbered – you’ll be in the 
minority just like Daniel and his friends were. There may be only a few of 
you in your school who think and believe the way you do –  
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And despite any differences you may have, you’ve got to stick together. 
You’ve got to help each other stand uncompromisingly against the 
pressures that are against you.  
 
I know what it’s like and what you’re going through. I remember when I was 
in school and we had a very small group of us teenagers who attended our 
church. We were such a small group in comparison to the hundreds at our 
school who didn’t share our beliefs.  
 
I remember what it was like when even my friends at church acted like they 
were my friends when we were at church together, then when we were at 
school during the week, they looked at me like I was some stranger, while 
they walked down the halls cursing with their unsaved friends.  
 
And I know that still happens today. It happened when my kids were here 
and in school and it’s true of you today. Some of you may be standing alone 
when you get to school tomorrow, and even your church friends may not 
back you up.  
 
Is it hypocritical? It sure is. Is it gutless? It sure is. Does it honor God? It sure 
doesn’t. And you can’t change what others do and you can’t make them be 
a Daniel.  
 
But you DO have every control over who you are, over what you say and 
what you do. And let me assure you that before you know it your days at 
school will be over and you’ll enter the world of adulthood, and that’s the 
world you’ll be part of for the rest of your life.  
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So remember this: do you really want to look back over your years in school 
for the rest of your life and feel the regret of having given in to the peer 
pressure?  
 
Do you want to spend the next 40, 50, 60 years wishing you hadn’t 
compromised when you were young, wishing you hadn’t made the mistake 
of doing things because everyone else was doing them?  
 
I can assure you what you do now, how you live now, if you’re one of those 
kids or young adults who lives one way at church and the other way at 
school, that’s something you’ll never forget and you’ll regret the rest of 
your life.  
 
But I can also assure you that God is ready to help you to be 
uncompromising like Daniel and to reward your faithfulness just like he did 
Daniel and his friends. I can assure you of that. 
 
Daniel’s a good example to all of us that even though we live in a culture 
that is increasingly spinning downward in morality and away from our 
spiritual moorings as a nation founded on biblical principles, we CAN stand 
uncompromisingly for God. Daniel shows us how to do that.  
 
We’re going to see today that even in the face of life-threatening 
circumstances Daniel’s uncompromising character put him in a position to 
be blessed by God. Take a look at the Introduction on your notes…  
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Introduction  
     This chapter is a textbook example of how to deal with the trials of life 
and how God blesses when we exercise the character qualities of an 
uncompromising life.  
 
Imagine being part of this conversation… 
 
Just a second, I’m coming. Who is it, it’s 3:00 in the morning?  
 
It’s Commander Arioch. Now open up or we’ll break the door down.  
Ok, ok. (door opens). Are you Belteshazzar the former Jew from Israel?  
 
Yes, I’m Daniel what’s going on? Why are you here in the middle of the 
night and what’s with all these soldiers?  
 
King Nechadnezzar’s ordered the execution of all the wise men in Babylon.  
Now get dressed and whatever gods you believe in you might want to 
start praying. Let’s go.  
 
I can imagine a scene like that taking place over 2600 years ago the night 
when Daniel found out that in spite of the fact that he personally had done 
nothing wrong, the king had ordered that he be killed.  
 
As we open up this second chapter of Daniel, this chapter can be divided 
into two sections. The first one I’m calling…  
(Notes)  
Part 1: A Dream, a Decree, and a Death Penalty (vs. 1-13).  
 
Before we read this first section take a look at the first point on your notes… 
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1. This chapter is the first of three chapters (7 and 9) that specifically 
deal with future prophetic events. These sections of Scripture are so 
important that Jesus referred to them in his explanation of prophetic 
events in Matthew 24. 

 
Now let’s READ the first 13 verses. 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar had just taken over as the ruler of Babylon. He had 
been the General of Babylon’s army and his father had been the king, but 
his father died, and so Nebuchadnezzar came to power as a young man.  
 
Conquering Jerusalem was one of the first things he did along with bringing 
back to Babylon some of the young people like Daniel. It says in verse 1 that 
these events occurred in the second year of his reign. Remember Babylon 
was the world’s first great superpower.  
 
Again, in chapter 1 we saw that Daniel was approximately 15 when he was 
brought to live in Babylon. Now it’s about 3 years later so Daniel is now 
about 18 years old. He’s not even out of his teen years yet!  
 
Now we see here that the king had a dream. In fact verse 1 says he had 
multiple dreams and they really bothered him. So much so, that he couldn’t 
sleep. Have you ever had a dream that scared you so much that it was hard 
to sleep?  
 
I once had dream about our church. We had a really nice indoor swimming 
pool (that was the good part), but then came the bad part: I was swimming 
in it in my underwear. If that’s not a scary dream I don’t know what is, 
amen?!   
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Now dreams aren’t something that are unusual in the Bible. Look at your 
notes…  
 

2. In the Bible, God often spoke to both the righteous and the 
unrighteous via dreams – when people were sleeping, and visions – 
when they were awake (Numbers 12:6; 1 Kings 3:5).  
 

So here’s a question: Does God speak through dreams and visions today? 
At that time there was no existing or completed revelation from God 
(Bible). Now we have God’s full revelation of 66 books which in fact 
contain a warning that it should not be deleted from or added to (Rev. 
22:81-19). Today God speaks to us by His Holy Spirit primarily through the 
Bible, but also through prayer, circumstances and the church.   
 
So the king had these dreams and he wanted someone to tell him what they 
meant so he called in his advisors for help. Now verse 2 lists out a very 
interesting group of characters that the king relied on for counsel and 
assistance.  
 
Just imagine for a moment that you’re the President of the United States. 
And as the president you have a cabinet of close advisers to assist you in 
making decisions and governing the nation.  
 
Now you would probably have a few lawyers in that group, some financial 
experts, publicly policy gurus, people like that. But you wouldn’t believe the 
cabinet King Nebuchadnezzar had. 
 
There were four categories of close advisers, here’s who was in his cabinet, 
these are also on your notes…  
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(SLIDE)  
3. The king’s advisors:  

1.) Diviner-priests = magicians – men who were skilled in tricks and 
illusions and understood mysteries and black magic (using secret 
charms and spirits to make unnatural things happen).  

 
2.) Mediums = enchanters – chanters of evil spells and incantations 

(sets of words spoken as a magic charm).  
 

3.) Sorcerers – people who talked to the dead and practiced magic 
with the aid of evil spirits.  

 
4.) Chaldeans = astrologers – people who read horoscopes and 

studied the stars and other heavenly bodies to foretell the future.  
 
What kind of a weirded-out cabinet was this? This tells us a lot about the 
culture of Babylon, about their religious superstitions and about the kind of 
man King Nebuchadnezzar was. Everything was based on The Occult. By the 
way, the cabinet of every leader tells you a lot about the leader himself. 
That’s true of all leaders.  
 
In Nebuchadnezzar’s case, the whole place was under the power of Satan 
himself, as was the King and his cabinet. So the king truly believed that his 
dreams were some sort of supernatural manifestation – which as we’ll see, 
they were, but not from the source that he would have imagined.  
 
So in verse 3 the king tells his cabinet that he had a dream and he wants 
their help to figure out what it means. And in verse 4 we see the response 
from some of the cabinet members.  
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They said, “Tell us the dream and we’ll tell you the interpretation.” Well, the 
king throws a curve ball to his advisors and demands that not only are they 
to tell him the interpretation of the dream, but he also requires them to tell 
him what his dream was.  
 
Of course without God’s help this was impossible. So the advisors try to 
reason with Nebuchadnezzar and stall hoping he’ll change his mind, but to 
no avail.  
 
In utter frustration the king orders all his cabinet members, all his advisors, 
to be executed. And of course Daniel and Shadrach, Meshech and Adednego 
were part of this group.  
 
Now it seems that these young men weren’t present in the palace when all 
this took place, so the soldiers, charged with executing all the advisors, 
were sent out to round them up and that’s where Daniel finds himself.  
 
That brings us to the second section of this chapter and it’s in this section 
that we see how Daniel responds to this life and death encounter and the 
character qualities that he displayed.  
 
I want you to watch closely now as we read and study this, at what Daniel 
does every step of the way and how his actions reveal the same kind of 
uncompromising character that we saw in chapter 1 when he was only 15.  
 
Remember now, this young man is only about 18 or 19 years old. I want you 
to try to put yourself in his shoes, but not only that, try to imagine if what 
he does, and the character qualities he displays, would be how you would 
respond when you are faced with a difficult trial in your life.  
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READ vs. 14-15.  
 
(Notes)  
Here’s the first Uncompromising Character Quality in the face of a serious 
trial that we see in the example of Daniel…  
 
(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #1: Daniel displayed complete 
composure in the face of crisis (vs. 14-15). 
 
Arioch told Daniel he was going to be executed for something he hadn’t 
even done. In fact, he hadn’t even been there in the palace when all this 
took place.  
 
But instead of throwing a fit, or fighting back, or trying to run away, or 
attacking Arioch or letting his emotions get out of control, it says Daniel 
responded to Arioch with “tact and discretion”.  
 
Hey listen, it wasn’t Arioch’s fault either. He was just doing what the king 
commanded him to do. It wouldn’t have done any good for Daniel to get 
mad at Arioch – don’t shoot the messenger, right?. Instead, Daniel showed 
an extreme amount of wisdom and humility here.  
 
He didn’t fly off the handle or do something rash or something that he 
would have regretted later. He kept his emotions in check so he could deal 
with this situation in a calm and cool manner.  
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Folks, how many of us when we face a potentially explosive and emotional 
situation, instead of doing what Daniel did, we do the opposite and we end 
up regretting it? We fail to handle the situation with tact and discretion?  
 
Galatians 5:23… “But the fruit of the Spirit is… gentleness and self-control.” I 
think that’s another way to describe how Daniel faced this trial in his life - 
with self-control. He exercised wisdom, tact and discretion.  
 
Is that the way you handle stressful situations that arise? Or do you blow 
up? Galatians 5:19 says that to become enraged and blow up in 
uncontrollable anger is one of the acts of the sinful nature – it’s the 
opposite of someone who is controlled by the Spirit of God.  
 
So yes, it’s possible to handle crisis situations in a self-controlled and wise 
way, when we are under the control of the Holy Spirit. Don’t you know, 
that’s the way God wants You and I to live every day?  
 
Since we don’t know when difficult circumstances may come our way, you 
and I NEED to live our lives, not in the power of our own efforts – that 
always leads to disaster, but under the power of God’s Spirit.  
 
Ephesians 5:18 says, “Be filled with – or under the power of – the Spirit. Is 
that the way you live from day-to-day? Is it the way I live? I can tell you, it’s 
the way God wants you and I to live today, and tomorrow and every day.  
 
We have to resist the temptation to try real hard to make our lives count for 
God, and we’ve got to surrender to His control every day. And that’s a 
choice, it’s a decision of surrender that God wants us to make.  
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Now because Daniel handled this the right way, instead of carting him away 
to be executed did you see what Arioch did? He took the time to explain the 
situation to Daniel.  
 
Daniel’s composure and discretion at the moment not only was a good 
reflection of the character of God in him, but it more than likely saved his 
life, because Ariel responded by explaining to Daniel what was going on and 
then Ariel allowed him to take his case to the king.  
 
There’s no way Daniel would have been able to get an audience with the 
king if Arioch hadn’t allowed it – no way!  
 
Daniel had won Ariel over through his uncompromising character. And Ariel 
gave him permission to go talk to the king. And when he does Daniel shows 
us another character quality of an Uncompromising life…  
 
Look at verse 16 (READ)…  
 
(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #2: Daniel displayed uncommon 
courage in approaching the king (vs. 16). 
 
When Daniel understood what was going on, he immediately got up the 
courage to go see the king and ask him for some time. Remember, Daniel 
was a foreigner from a strange land.  
 
Even though he was part of the king’s cabinet of advisors he was a member 
of a foreign race and a conquered people. Would the king even allow him 
into his throne room simply because Daniel wanted to see him?  
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Daniel had to risk it. His life and the lives of his friends and all the wise men 
depended on his uncommon courage. And that courage was based on 
something he knew about himself. Look back at chapter 1, verse 17 (Read).  
 
Daniel knew how God had blessed him in a unique way and that gave him 
the confidence to be courageous against the circumstances stacked against 
him.  
 
I want to ask each of you in here this morning, Do you know how much God 
has given you and how much he has blessed you as a follower of Jesus 
Christ?  
 
Ok, maybe you can’t interpret dreams like Daniel, but as a Christ-follower 
you are a child of the King! You are God’s precious child. He’s promised 
never to leave you and never to forsake you.  
 
He’s given His very presence to you, to live inside you, in the person of the 
Holy Spirit. God’s power through His Holy Spirit is available to you at all 
times and in every situation.  
 
I’m convinced that most Christians live well below the level of spiritual 
victory that they could be experiencing because they underestimate the 
presence and power of God that is theirs as a child of God!  
 
Do you know how much he has blessed you? If you’ve accepted Jesus Christ 
as your Savior, not only are you a child of God, but you also have complete 
access to God through prayer any time, anywhere. 
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You’ve been forgiven of all your sin. Your record of sin wiped clean! You’ve 
been given a clean slate and new start. You’ve been given a new citizenship. 
You’re no longer a citizen of this temporary world, you’re a citizen of 
heaven forever!  
 
You’ve been given a new family. You’ve been  adopted into the family of 
God – a family you’ll be part of for eternity. Do you know how much you’ve 
been blessed?  
 
You’ve been given a new purpose and you’re part of a new plan. Your life 
has been given a new direction. Now every decision, every day has new 
meaning and eternal consequences as it relates to participating in the 
mission of Jesus Christ and building His eternal kingdom. (point to wall) 
  
You’ve been delivered from the power of darkness and brought into the 
light of God’s Son Jesus. You’ve been made a spiritual priest in the service of 
the King.  
 
You’ve become a joint heir with Jesus Christ and will inherit all of God’s 
kingdom. You’ve been guaranteed victory over the forces of darkness not 
because of your power because of HIS power in you.  
 
You’ve been uniquely blessed with spiritual gifts that if you’ll be willing to 
use them will enable you to make your own unique contribution to the 
kingdom of God through your local church.  
 
Do you know how much you’ve been blessed? If you didn’t, you do now, so 
be a Daniel! Exercise the courage to step up for God even when very few 
others are.  
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What is the trial you’re facing today? In what way do you need to display 
uncommon courage? Think about all you are and all you have as a child of 
the King and in the power of God step out and do what you believe God 
wants you to do. Be a Daniel!  
 
READ vs. 17-18.  
 
(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #3: Daniel displayed remarkable 
confidence in God by gathering prayer partners and employing the 
spiritual weapon of prayer (vs. 17-18).  
 
First, Daniel mustered the courage to go buy some time from the king, then 
he went home and called a prayer meeting. Daniel had a remarkable 
confidence that God could change this situation.  
 
When you’re facing a trial, a difficult situation, a seemingly hopeless or  
impossible dilemma, our tendency is to see it only through the lens of our 
limited human eyes and capability.  
 
But God wants us to look to Him and turn the situation over to Him. And we 
do that through prayer. Now God doesn’t always do what we ask Him to. In 
His sovereignty He knows what is best and we have to trust Him.  
 
But how many times do we fail to even give Him the chance to show His 
mighty power in our lives because we don’t invite Him into the situation? 
Daniel had a remarkable confidence in God’s ability and power to change 
His situation and so he took the whole thing to God in prayer.  
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And he didn’t do it alone, he gathered his small group of friends who could 
agree with him in prayer and they took their situation to the throne of God 
together.  
 
Daniel and his three friends believed that prayer was more effective than 
panic. Panic only confirms your hopelessness. But prayer confirms your 
confidence in God.  
 
Prayer, or the lack of it, shows how much confidence you really have in God. 
Pray is the gauge that truly reveals your heart’s condition in relation to God 
when you’re facing a trial in life.  
 
When you face a trial do you pray? I don’t mean tacking it on to your meal 
prayer. I mean the kind of praying where you throw yourself before God 
and let everything down in His presence and turn everything completely 
over to Him with a willingness to do whatever He wants you to do?  
 
Do you have a small group of believers that you can call and get together 
with, like your Growth Group, and pray together for your situation? That’s 
one of the values of being part of the family of God and in a Growth Group.  
 
(On the slide) 
James 5:16b “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three come together in my name, there 
I am with them.”  
 
Daniel displayed remarkable confidence in God.  
 
READ verses 19-23.  
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(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #4: Daniel displayed total 
commitment to personally give God the glory and recognize His 
sovereignty over his life and the affairs of the world (vs. 19-23).  
 
After Daniel and his friends prayed, God answered their prayers. And the 
first thing Daniel did was give God the glory for answered prayer. And in this 
prayer that Daniel prayed his focus is on the sovereignty of God – that God 
is involved in the affairs of his life and of this world and is in fact in charge of 
everything.  
 
Question: Are you quick to give God the glory when He answers your 
prayers like Daniel did? If you don’t, why should God answer you when you 
pray if you’re not going to make a big deal about what He has done for you?  
 
READ verses 24-25.  
 
(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #5. Daniel displayed heartfelt 
concern for the welfare of others (vs. 24-25).  
 
Daniel had a true concern for the other wise men. Again remember, these 
weren’t just ordinary guys who came together at Hy-Vee for coffee in the 
morning.  
 
These guys represented the opposite of everything Daniel believed in. They 
were Satan worshippers! I have no doubt that these guys absolutely didn’t 
like Daniel and his three friends because they weren’t like them.  
 
But Daniel took this opportunity to reach out to them. He saw their lives 
were hanging in the balance too and he sought to save them as well.  
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Maybe you have people at work or at school, or people in your family that 
know you’re a Christian and they just plain don’t like you. They might not 
even know you very well, but they’ve heard you’re one of those “Christians” 
and so that’s all they need to know, and they could care less about you.  
 
They might even do things or say things against you or treat you in 
denigrating ways. And one of these days God is going to let you be in a 
position where you have the opportunity to help them or be nice to them or 
assist them in some way like Daniel found himself in.  
 
When that day comes… be a Daniel. Show the kind of heartfelt concern for 
those people that exemplifies someone who has uncompromising 
character.  
 
READ verses 26-28b.  
 
(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #6. Daniel displayed 
unwavering carefulness to publicly give God the glory in deference to the 
false gods of Babylon (vs. 26-28b).  

 
Earlier we saw that Daniel personally and privately gave God the glory, here 
we see Daniel publicly giving God the glory. Daniel wanted to make sure 
that everyone knew that it wasn’t the false gods of Babylon who did 
anything, but THE God of heaven who was at work.  
 
When God gives you the opportunity to publicly praise Him and give Him 
glory for something He has done in your life, whatever you do, do what 
Daniel did and don’t miss it. Display an unwavering carefulness to publicly 
give God the glory!  
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Now let’s finish this story. READ verses 28b – 48.  
 
I don’t have time this morning to go into the full explanation of the dream 
God gave Nebuchadnezzar. My focus is on the actions of Daniel through all 
this. We’ll go deeper into this when we get to chapter 7.  
 
But basically, God was revealing the big picture of the future history of the 
world starting right where they were in 600 B.C. Again, we’ll get to this in a 
few weeks.   
 
Now, there’s one final uncompromising character quality that Daniel 
displayed here at the end. READ verse 49.  
 
(Slide) Uncompromising Character Quality #7. Daniel displayed unselfish 
humility in sharing his rewards with those who helped him (vs. 49). 
 
Daniel could have received all the credit for everything that happened and 
all the rewards that the king was handing out. But Daniel knew that 
wouldn’t be right. His friends had prayed with him and stuck with him 
through all this.  
 
And so he humbly and very unselfishly shared the credit and the rewards 
with those who had gone on this journey with him. Unselfish humility is a 
character quality of someone who lives an uncompromising life.  
 
This young man Daniel, who if he were alive today, would barely be out of 
high school, displayed the character qualities that made him an 
uncompromising man of God.  
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He showed… 

- Complete composure in the face of crisis,  
- Uncommon courage,  
- Remarkable confidence in God,  
- Total commitment to God and His sovereignty,  
- Heartfelt concern for others – even those who didn’t like him,  
- Unwavering carefulness to publicly give God the glory,  
- And an unselfish humility in sharing with others 

 
Is it any wonder that God blessed him and used him as an influencer of 
world leaders for the next 70 years! Fellowship, when you live an 
uncompromising life even in the face of trials and challenges like Daniel did, 
God will bless you and use you too!  
 
Can I just say as we close this morning, we need some Daniels in this church. 
We need some teenagers in our youth ministry who are going to be Daniels 
of uncompromising character.  
 
We need some Daniels in the Norwalk Middle School, at Eastview, and in 
the Norwalk High School. We need some Daniels in Martensdale High 
School and Indianola wherever you go to school, young people.  
 
We need some Daniels among our college students and young adults. We 
need some men and women throughout all the generations of our church 
family to be Daniels – people of uncompromising character at home, at 
work, and in our community. Will you dare to be Daniel?  


