
FELLOWSHIP NOTES ~ Sunday, April 18th, 2021 
Spring Spiritual Growth Emphasis 

 

Part 2: “Seeing Sin from God’s Perspective”   
1 John 3:4-10 

 

For next Sunday, April 25th: Study and pray through pages 24-31 in Returning to Holiness.  

 

For Further Study – In Fellowship Café  
 Book: We Will Not Be Silenced by Erwin Lutzer  

 Book: How to Develop a Powerful Prayer Life by Greg Frizzell 

 Book: The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges 

 Book: Habits for Our Holiness by Philip Nation  

 
 Articles/Reports in the Tower @ the Welcome Center 
 My Heart: Christ’s Home  
 Olive Tree Ministries News 
 The Equality Act – Threatens Both Fairness and Freedom  
 The Ungodly and Divisive Ideology of Critical Race Theory 
 

Introduction  
     To avoid confusion in this passage it is important to note that the verbs related to sin are all present 
tense verbs which are indicative of continuous, habitual action. John is not addressing occasional acts of 
sin, but rather patterns or habits of sinful behavior. All followers of Christ will at times sin – even 
willfully. But John is distinguishing here between these acts of sin and habitual sin that may characterize 
one’s life, and his point is that the latter reveals a lack of saving faith (See Romans 7:14-25; 6:6-14). 
Coming to an understanding of God’s perspective of sin will not only give you assurance of your 
salvation, but it will further empower you to embrace your identity in Christ as a victor over sin and to 
live up to that identity in holy living. 
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God’s Perspective of Sin 

1. To God, sin is _________________________ (rebellion) (1 Jn. 3:4; Psalm 119:34,97; 

James 4:17) 

 

2. To God, sin is _________________________ with the person and work of Christ – 1 

Jn. 3:5-8; 2 Cor. 5:21; Eph. 5:25-26a; Rom. 6:6-14) 

 

3. To God, sin is _________________________ to the ministry of the Holy Spirit –  

1 Jn. 3:9-10; John 3:3-8; 13:34-35).  

 

 

Growth Group Study Guide  
 
Getting Started  
     Group Discussion: What is your favorite spring-time activity and why?  

 
Digging Deeper:  
     On Sunday morning we were reminded of God’s perspective of sin. Nowhere in Scripture is that better 
understood than in the life of David. David’s sin with Bathsheba reveals a lot about God’s perspective of sin and 
about how sin and its consequences impact us and others around us.  
 

1. What significance do you see in the timing of David’s sin? Read 2 Samuel 11:1-2.  
 
 

2. What progression of thought do you think David entertained when he saw Bathsheba? Read 2 
Samuel 11:2-5.  

 
 

Could Bathsheba have prevented this incident? Why or why not?  
 

3. Where does this passage record David’s first fear of the adultery? Could his attempted cover-up 
have nullified his sin?  
 
 

4. In what ways do you see sin progressing from one sin to another in these events? Read 2 Samuel 
11:6-27. Note: David ended up breaking 4 of the ten commandments (numbers 6, 7, 9 and 10).  

 

 

5. David seemed confident that no one of significance knew about his sin. In fact, he seemed to get 
away with it. But what did God think of it (11:27)? 

 

 

6. God intervened in David’s life through the prophet Nathan. Why do you think Nathan used a parable 
to get David’s attention? Read 2 Samuel 12:1-6.  



7. How shocked do you think David was when Nathan informed him that the jig was up? Read 2 
Samuel 12:7-12.  

 

 

8. Which three of David’s sons ended up meeting violent deaths in fulfillment of the prophecy in verse 
10? See 2 Samuel 13:28-29, 18:14-15, and 1 Kings 2:25.  

 

 

9. How did David respond to the revelation of his sin? Read 2 Samuel 12:13-14.  
 

 

10. What is God trying to teach David and us by the death of his infant son? Read 2 Samuel 12:15-23.  
 

 

11. What did God do to redeem the sinful actions of David and Bathsheba? Read 2 Samuel 12:24-25.  
 

 

12. Psalm 51 is an important reflection of the events in 2 Samuel. After reading this psalm, what does it 
reveal about:  
David’s understanding of his sin and its consequences?  

 

 

Of his understanding of repentance?  
 
 
God and His desire for full disclosure of sin and our repentance of it?  

 
 
 
Wrapping Up 
     Continue to pray together as a group for our Road to Holiness Emphasis that God will continue to 
work in our hearts and lives in regard to sin, cleansing and holy living (use prayer requests on the back of 
the reading schedule).  
 


