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The season after Pentecost Sunday and leading up to Advent is 
referred to as Ordinary Time. It does not mean the time is boring 
and mundane, but rather “Ordinary” refers to the “ordinal” way 
that the church calendar counts the Sundays from Pentecost until 
the Season of Advent. Historically the church has used this time to 
more fully flesh out Christ’s work in the lives of her people, in the 
church as a whole, or in Christ’s Kingdom over all the earth. Robert 
Webber writes that during Ordinary Time,  

Many worship traditions follow lectionaries that highlight 
the work of the Spirit in the mission of the church in the 
world. Other churches organize their worship life around a 
lectio continua, continuous readings from a given section 
of Scripture. Some worship traditions have also called this 
season ‘Kingdomtime,’ focusing on the kingdom of God 
that is present now and the one that will be realized in 
more profound ways in the future…. 

[Thus] the various Sundays are not connected by a 
particular theme. In Advent we await the coming of 
Christ; during Christmas, we celebrate his arrival; and at 
Epiphany, we proclaim that Christ is manifested to the 
world as Savior. During Lent, we prepare for the death; in 
Holy Week, we reenact his death; then in Easter, we 
celebrate his resurrection and complete the Easter cycle 
with the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit. But 
in the nonfestive season of the church year, there is no 
unified theme that ties the Sundays together. 

At Advent Houston, we want to use this “nonfestive” season to 
focus on our particular mission in this particular time and place 
that God has for particular individuals like us. We want to minister 
to one another in the distinct ways that we need to hear the good 
news of what Jesus has done, and we want to practice our faith in 
light of the truth that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will 
come again.   
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REFLECTION 
 
“People today are trying to hang on to the dignity of man, but 
they do not know how to, because they have lost the truth that 
man is made in the image of God. . . . We are watching our 
culture put into effect the fact that when you tell men long 
enough that they are machines, it soon begins to show in their 
actions. You see it in our whole culture -- in the theater of cruelty, 
in the violence in the streets, in the death of man in art and life.”  
- Francis A. Schaeffer 
 
“Your heart, mind, hands and feet are stamped with the imprint of 
the Creator. Little wonder that the Devil wants you to be ashamed 
of your body.” - Joni Eareckson Tada 
 
“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere 
mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and 
their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we 
joke with, work with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal horrors or 
everlasting splendors. This does not mean that we are to be 
perpetually solemn. We must play. But our merriment must be of 
that kind (and it is, in fact, the merriest kind) which exists between 
people who have, from the outset, taken each other seriously - no 
flippancy, no superiority, no presumption.” - C.S. Lewis 
 
"The universe is before our eyes like a beautiful book in which all 
creatures, great and small, are as letters to make us ponder the 
invisible things of God." - The Belgic Confession, Article 2 
 
“We are also commanded to care for the earth and all its 
creatures, because the earth belongs to God, not to us. We do this 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the creator, owner, 
sustainer, redeemer and heir of all creation…If Jesus is Lord of all 
the earth, we cannot separate our relationship to Christ from how 
we act in relation to the earth. For to proclaim the gospel that says 
‘Jesus is Lord’ is to proclaim the gospel that includes the earth, 
since Christ’s Lordship is over all creation. Creation care is a thus a 
gospel issue within the Lordship of Christ." - The Cape Town 
Commitment II-B-6;1-7  
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 148 
 
Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
People: Praise him in the heights! 
Leader: Praise him, all his angels; 
People: Praise him, all his hosts! 
  
Leader: Praise him, sun and moon, 
People: Praise him, all you shining stars! 
Leader: Praise him, you highest heavens, 
People: And you waters above the heavens! 
  
ALL: Let them praise the name of the LORD! 
 
 
 
 
 
*Song – For The Beauty of the Earth  
 
[Verse 1] 
For the beauty of the earth, 
For the glory of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies. 
 
[Refrain] 
Lord of all to Thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
[Verse 2] 
For the wonder of each hour, 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon, and stars of light. 
 Refrain 
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[Verse 3] 
For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth and friends above, 
For all gentle thoughts and mild. 
 Refrain 
 
[Verse 4] 
For the church, that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 
Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love. 
 Refrain 
 
[Verse 5] 
For Thyself, best Gift Divine. 
To our race so freely given, 
For that great, great love of Thine, 
Peace on earth and joy in Heaven. 
 Refrain
 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
 
Old Testament Reading Psalm 19 
 
[1] The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
[2] Day to day pours out speech, 
 and night to night reveals knowledge. 
[3] There is no speech, nor are there words, 
 whose voice is not heard. 
[4] Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
 and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
[5] which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
[6] Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the end of them, 
 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
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[7] The law of the LORD is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
[8] the precepts of the LORD are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
[9] the fear of the LORD is clean, 
 enduring forever; 
the rules of the LORD are true, 
 and righteous altogether. 
[10] More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 
[11] Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
[12] Who can discern his errors? 
 Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
[13] Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression.  
 
[14] Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. (ESV) 
 
Leader:  The Word of the LORD 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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New Testament Reading                                 1 Timothy 4:1-5 
 
[1] Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart 
from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, [2] through the insincerity of liars whose 
consciences are seared, [3] who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. [4] For 
everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected 
if it is received with thanksgiving, [5] for it is made holy by the word 
of God and prayer. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Song – Psalm 34 (Oh Taste and See) 
[Verse 1] 
I sought the Lord, and He answered me 
And delivered me from every fear 
Those who look on Him are radiant 
They’ll never be ashamed, they’ll never be ashamed 
 
[Verse 2] 
This poor man cried and the Lord heard me 
And saved me from my enemies 
The Son of God surrounds his saints 
He will deliver them, He will deliver them 
 
[Chorus] 
Magnify the Lord with me, come exalt his name together 
Glorify the Lord with me, come exalt his name forever 
 
[Verse 3] 
O taste and see that the Lord is good 
O blessed is he who hides in Him 
O fear the Lord O all you saints 
He’ll give you everything, He’ll give you everything 

Chorus 
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Let us bless the Lord every day and night 
Never ending praise, may our incense rise (x3) 
 Chorus 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us;  
 
Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
People: One God and Father of all. 
 
 
Presentation of Candidate(s) 
 
Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you 

present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: We will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant: Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the 

cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing 
grace of the Holy Spirit? 

Parents: We do. 
Celebrant: Do you claim God’s covenant promises in (his) behalf, 

and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for (his) 
salvation, as you do for your own? 

Parents: We do. 
Celebrant: Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, 

and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, 
that you will endeavor to set before (him) a godly 
example, that you will pray with and for (him), that you 
will teach (him) the doctrines of our holy religion, and 
that you will strive, by all the means of God’s 
appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? 

Parents: We will, with God’s help. 
 



 
 

 

9 

Celebrant: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility 
of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this 
child? 

Members: We will, with God’s help. 
 
 
Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant: Let us join with those who are being committed to 

Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth. 
 
Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, dead, and buried;  
 He descended into hell*;  
 the third day he rose again from the dead;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty;  
 from there he will come again to judge the quick and 

the dead. 
 
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit;  
 the holy catholic** Church;  
 the communion of saints;  
 the forgiveness of sins;  
 the resurrection of the body;  
 and the life everlasting. 
   

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  
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Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you 
fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  
 
Celebrant: Will you proclaim in word and deed the Good News of 

God in Christ?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
 
Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 

neighbor as  yourself?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
 
Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being, rich and 
poor, sick and well, born and unborn, Christian and 
non-Christian?  

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Celebrant: I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Child of the covenant, you 
are sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as 
Christ’s own.  Amen. 

 
 
Prayer for Covenantal Blessing 
(Leader prays for newly baptized and for the concerns of the congregation) 
 
Celebrant: Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
ALL:  We receive you into the fellowship of the Church. 

Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in the royal priesthood of 
all his people. 
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Jesus Loves Me 
 
Jesus loves me, this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
Confession of Sin                 

 
(From the Book Of Common Worship, Anglican Church, Psalm 51, Psalm 66) 

 
Leader:  We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the 

misuse of God’s creation. God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully.  Hear our prayer, and in your 
mercy:  

People:  Forgive us and help us. 
Leader:  We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget 

that you have given them to us. Father, in your mercy:  
People:  Forgive us and help us. 
Leader:  We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but 

ignore the cry of the hungry. Father, in your mercy: 
People:  Forgive us and help us. 
Leader:  We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the 

world you have made. Father, in your mercy: 
People:  Forgive us and help us. 
Leader:  We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were 

no God and no heaven. Father, in your mercy: 
People:  Forgive us and help us. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon - Ephesians 5:25-27 
 
Leader: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, to 

make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, and to present her to himself as a 
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless. 
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Leader: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. 

 
 
Doxology 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
Amen 
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*Sermon Readings              
 
Genesis 1:26 - 2:3 
[26] Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
  

[27] So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 

  
[28] And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.” [29] And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall 
have them for food. [30] And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. [31] And God saw everything 
that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
  
[1] Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host 
of them. [2] And on the seventh day God finished his work that he 
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had done. [3] So God blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done 
in creation. (ESV) 
 
Revelation 7:9-12 
[9] After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, [10] and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” [11] And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, [12] saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
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wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to 
our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 
Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon        Rev. Taylor Leachman 
“Advent’s Mission and Values: Celebrate the Good of God’s 
Creation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you. 
People: And also with you! 
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Announcements 

 
 
Offertory & Private Prayer 

RETURN OF CHILDREN 
During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS” teachers will bring the children back 
to the Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children at this time as well.  
You may also wait to retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the 
duration of the service. 
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Celebration of Holy Communion  
 
People: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 
abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the 
same Lord, who always delights in showing mercy. 
Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking 
of this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk 
in newness of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 
 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all 

times, and in all places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; 
evermore praising you, and singing… 
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People:  
 

 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Leader:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Leader:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
 
Leader:  The gifts of God are for the people of God. 
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We serve both wine and grape juice for communion. 

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is 
available along the edge. 

All communion bread is gluten free. 
 

  

Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This 
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church. 
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of 
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table. 

If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose 
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross 
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers 
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged to 
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion. 
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Communion Song – Jesus I Come 
 
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come. 
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of my sickness into Thy health, 
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm, 
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm, 
Out of distress into jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 
Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward forever on wings like a dove, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the joy and light of Thy home, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of the depths of ruin untold, 
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold, 
Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
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*Closing Song – On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 
 
[Verse 1] 
On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 
 
[Verse 2] 
All o’er those wide extended plains, 
Shines one eternal day; 
There God the Son forever reigns, 
And scatters night away. 
 
[Chorus] 
I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound for promised land, 
I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound for promised land. 
 
[Verse 3] 
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath 
Can reach that healthful shore; 
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death, 
Are felt and feared no more. 

Repeat chorus 
 
[Verse 4] 
When shall I reach that happy place, 
And be forever blessed? 
When shall I see my Father’s face, 
And in His bosom rest? 

Repeat chorus 
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*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 
 
 
*Benediction - Numbers 6:24–26 
 
Leader: The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be  
  gracious to you; 
 The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give  
  you peace. 
 
People: AMEN 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PROOF READING – THE LAST BATTLE 
November 9th 
Join us for dinner, drinks (an alcoholic 
beverage inspired by our book), and a fun 
discussion on C.S. Lewis’ The Last Battle. Any 
and all are welcome, so feel free to invite 
friends. Please RSVP to Taylor Leachman, 
taylor.leachman@adventpres.org 
 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
We are resuming our morning prayer 
meetings. Join us at the Local Office or via 
Google Meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. 
where we will go through portions of the 
Daily Prayer Project together. 

MEN’S GAME NIGHT 
Join us on October 28 at 6:30pm at the 
Leachman home whether you have game 
meat to cook or if you just like to eat! Empty 
your coolers and grill or fry some venison, 
duck, elk, etc. Register on our site or contact 
Taylor at taylor.leachman@adventpres.org 
 
Registration is $10 for sides and drinks. 

WOMEN’S ADVENT DINNER 
Join the women of Advent Houston for a 
dinner kicking off the season of Advent. We 
want for you to connect with other women 
and hear from Marcy Leachman as she 
teaches on the Longing for Completion in 
light of Advent. 

mailto:taylor.leachman@adventpres.org
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Please check out our other events by visiting 

adventpres.org/events or scanning the listed QR 
code.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Media Release 
 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly 

newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose 
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being 

present, you consent to being photographed and having 
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable 
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church 

at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@adventpres.org
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
2617 Bissonnet St 
Suite 200, #227 

Houston, TX 77005 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 
 

adventpres.org 
 
 

 
ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND 

EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA. 
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