
 
 

 

 

9th Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 14 

 
 

August 7, 2022 



 
 

 

2 

 
 

The season after Pentecost Sunday and leading up to Advent is referred 
to as Ordinary Time. It does not mean the time is boring and mundane, 
but rather “Ordinary” refers to the “ordinal” way that the church calendar 
counts the Sundays from Pentecost until the Season of Advent. Historically 
the church has used this time to more fully flesh out Christ’s work in the 
lives of her people, in the church as a whole, or in Christ’s Kingdom over 
all the earth. Robert Webber writes that during Ordinary Time,  

Many worship traditions follow lectionaries that highlight the work 
of the Spirit in the mission of the church in the world. Other 
churches organize their worship life around a lectio continua, 
continuous readings from a given section of Scripture. Some 
worship traditions have also called this season ‘Kingdomtime,’ 
focusing on the kingdom of God that is present now and the one 
that will be realized in more profound ways in the future…. 

[Thus] the various Sundays are not connected by a particular 
theme. In Advent we await the coming of Christ; during 
Christmas, we celebrate his arrival; and at Epiphany, we 
proclaim that Christ is manifested to the world as Savior. During 
Lent, we prepare for the death; in Holy Week, we reenact his 
death; then in Easter, we celebrate his resurrection and 
complete the Easter cycle with the celebration of the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. But in the nonfestive season of the church year, 
there is no unified theme that ties the Sundays together. 

At Advent Houston, we want to use this “nonfestive” season to focus on 
our particular mission in this particular time and place that God has for 
particular individuals like us. We want to minister to one another in the 
distinct ways that we need to hear the good news of what Jesus has 
done, and we want to practice our faith in light of the truth that Christ has 
died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come again.   
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REFLECTION 
 

 
 
“What you are really saying if you claim that they’re all the same is that 
none of them are more than distant echoes, distorted images, of reality. 
You’re saying that ‘reality’, God, ‘the divine’, is remote and unknowable, 
and that neither Jesus nor Buddha nor Moses nor Krishna gives us direct 
access to it. They all provide a way towards the foothills of the mountain, 
not the way to the summit.” 
- N.T. Wright 
 
 
"There is an appearance of humility in the protestation that the truth is 
much greater than any one of us can grasp, but if this is used to invalidate 
all claims to discern the truth it is in fact an arrogant claim to a kind of 
knowledge which is superior to [all others]…. We have to ask: “What is the 
[absolute] vantage ground from which you claim to be able to relativize 
all the absolute claims these different scriptures make?”  
– Leslie Newbigin 
 
 
“Many… draw their assurance of acceptance with God from their 
sincerity, their past experience of conversion, their recent religious 
performance or the relative infrequency of their conscious, willful 
disobedience…. Their insecurity shows itself in pride, a fierce, defensive 
assertion of their own righteousness, and defensive criticism of others. They 
come naturally to hate other cultural styles and other races in order to 
bolster their own security and discharge their suppressed anger.”  
– Richard Lovelace (edited) 
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 50 

Leader:  The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth 
People: From the rising of the sun to its setting. 
  
Leader: Our God comes; he does not keep silence; 
People: Before him is a devouring fire, around him a mighty temptest. 
 
Leader: For with you is the fountain of life; 
People: in your light do we see light.  
 

*Song – Come Thou Fount 
Come Thou Fount of every blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise 
Teach me some melodious sonnet 
Sung by flaming tongues above 
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it 
Mount of God’s unchanging love. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer 
Hither by Thy help I’m come 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure 
Safely to arrive at home 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God 
He, to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

Prayer of Adoration  
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 15:1-6 
  
[1] After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear 
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” [2] But Abram 
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” [3] And Abram said, “Behold, you have 
given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” [4] 
And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your 
heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” [5] And he brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” [6] And he believed 
the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.  (ESV) 
 
Leader:  The Word of the LORD 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

New Testament Reading  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
[1] Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. [2] For by it the people of old received their commendation. [3] By faith 
we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
… 

[8] By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. [9] By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign 
land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 
[10] For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. [11] By faith Sarah herself received power to 
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful 
who had promised. [12] Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, 
were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

[13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth. [14] For people who speak thus make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that 
land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. [16] But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for 
them a city.  (ESV) 

Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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*Song – Good Good Father 
Oh I’ve heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think you’re like 
But I’ve heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
And you tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I’m never alone 
 
Chorus: 
You’re a good, good Father 
It’s who You are, it’s who You are, it’s who You are 
And I’m loved by You 
It’s who I am, it’s who I am, it’s who I am 
 
Oh and I’ve seen many searching 
For answers far and wide 
But I know we’re all searching 
For answers only You provide 
‘Cause You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
Chorus 
 
Bridge: 
‘Cause You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us     (x2) 
 
Oh it’s love so undeniable 
I, I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable 
I, I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
Into love, love, love 
 
Chorus 
 

Prayers of the People 
People:  Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a 

sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace 
to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to 
follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
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Leader continues to intercede on behalf of the 
community, the Church, and the world. 

 
Leader:  We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray, 

saying… 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Yours is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
*Gospel Reading  John 14:1-14 
[1] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. [2] 
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? [3]  And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. [4] And you know the way to where I am going.” [5] Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” [6] 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. [7] If you had known me, you would 
have known my Father also.  From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 

[8] Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” [9] 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? [10] Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
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Father who dwells in me does his works. [11] Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

[12] "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that 
I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 
Father. [13] Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. [14] If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.  (ESV) 

Leader: The Gospel of the LORD 
People: Praise be to you, LORD Christ. 
 

Sermon        Rev. Taylor Leachman 
“The Inclusive Way of Christ” John 14:1-14 

 

Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you. 
People: And also with you! 
 

Announcements 

 
 
 

 

RETURN OF CHILDREN 
During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS” teachers will bring the children back to the 
Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children at this time as well.  You may also wait to 
retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the duration of the service. 
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Offertory & Private Prayer 

 

*Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism 
 
Leader:  What is true faith? 
 

ALL: True faith is a sure knowledge whereby I accept as true     all that 
God has revealed to us in His Word. At the same time it is a firm 
confidence that not only to others, but also to me, God has granted 
forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness, and salvation, out of 
mere grace, only for the sake of Christ's merits. This faith the Holy 
Spirit works in my heart by the gospel. 

 
Leader:  What does it profit us to know that God has created 
                and by His providence still upholds all things? 
 

ALL: That we may be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and for 
what is future have good confidence in our faithful God and Father 
that no creature shall separate us from His love, since all creatures 
are so in His hand that without His will they can not so much as 
move. 
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Confession of Sin  
 
Leader:  Lord Jesus, you taught us that in Your kingdom,   
 
Leader: Blessed are the poor in spirit.  
People:  But we have been rich in pride.  
 
Leader: Blessed are those who mourn.  
People: But we have not known much sorrow for our sin.  
 
Leader: Blessed are the meek.  
People: But we are rebellious by nature.  
 
Leader: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  
People: But we have great desire for evil and little longing for Your true 

goodness.  
 
Leader: Blessed are the merciful.  
People: But we are harsh and impatient.  
 
Leader: Blessed are the pure in heart.  
People: But we have impure hearts.  
 
Leader: Blessed are the peacemakers.  
People: But we have not sought reconciliation.  
 
Leader: Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness.  
People: But our lives do not challenge the world.  
 
Leader: Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 

say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  
People: But we have hardly made it known that we are yours. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon Romans 4:3-5  
Leader: “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness. Now to the one who works, his wages are not 
counted as a gift but as his due. But to the one who does not 
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
as righteousness.” 

 
Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
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Celebration of Holy Communion  
People: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great 
mercies. We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your 
table. But you are the same Lord, who always delights in showing 
mercy. Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking of 
this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk in newness 
of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore dwell in him, and he 
in us. Amen. 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 
 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, 

and in all places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God. Therefore with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you, and 
singing… 

 
People:  
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Words of Institution 
 
Leader:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Leader:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
 
Leader:  The gifts of God are for the people of God. 
 

 
 

We serve both wine and grape juice for communion. 
Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is available along the 

edge.  All communion bread is gluten free. 

 

Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This includes all 
Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church. Children who have been baptized 
and admitted to the table by the elders of this church or the leadership of another church are 
also welcome to the table. 

If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose not to 
participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross your arms over your chest, 
and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing 
children are encouraged to come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive 
communion. 
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Communion Song – It Is Well 
When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say: 
It is well, it is well with my soul 
 
Chorus: 
It is well (It is well) 
With my soul (With my soul) 
It is well, it is well with my soul 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come 
Let this blessed assurance control 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul 
 
Chorus 
 
My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought 
My sin, not in part, but the whole 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord O my soul! 
 
Chorus 
 
And Lord haste the day when the faith shall be sight 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend 
Even so, it is well with my soul 
 
Chorus 

*Song – We Will Feast 
Chorus: 
We will feast in the house of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things, we will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 
 
We will not be burned by the fire 
He is the Lord, our God 
We are not consumed by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 
 
Chorus 
 
In the dark of night, before the dawn 



 
 

 

14 

My soul, be not afraid 
For the promised morning, oh how long 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 
 
Chorus 
 
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the faithful One 
And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together, bring shalom 
 
Chorus 

 
*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 

 

*Benediction 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you His peace. 
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Announcements 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 
We will officially launch our regular Sunday 
Worship on August 21. We will have four weeks of 
preparatory services beginning July 24–which are 
open to all but will not be publicly advertised.   
  

 
 
 

 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
Join us every TUESDAY morning from 8:00 – 8:30 
am at the Advent Houston Office (4517 Evergreen 
St, 77401) or on Google Meet with an RSVP to 
taylor.leachman@adventpres.org for a time of 
prayer utilizing the Daily Prayer Project’s prayer 
resource. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please check out our other events by visiting 
adventpres.org/events or scanning the listed QR code.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Media Release 
 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly 

newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose of 
promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being present, you 
consent to being photographed and having these photos shared. For 

individuals who are not comfortable being visible in a shared photograph, 
please notify the church at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the 

media release.  

mailto:taylor.leachman@adventpres.org
mailto:admin@adventpres.org
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
2617 Bissonnet St 
Suite 200, #227 

Houston, TX 77005 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 
 

adventpres.org 
 

 

 
ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND 

EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA. 

 
 

 

http://adventpres.org/
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