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CHRISTMAS 
The season of Christmas is a 12-day period between Advent and 
Epiphany in which we celebrate the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 
The Christian church affirms that the God who spoke in the Milky 
Way into being is the same God who was born as a helpless babe. 
The God who created man and woman by the Word of His power 
is the same God who was nursed and cared for by earthly parents. 
So, we celebrate and remind ourselves of that beautiful mystery 
over a 12-day season. 

Our world sees Christmas day as the climax of the full holiday 
season, but we know that one day is not enough to celebrate that 
God became a man. One day is not enough to contemplate the 
self-giving love of Jesus Christ. Historically, Christmastide has been 
celebrated with feasting, dancing, and celebrating in addition to 
regular worship. 

Given that our cultural celebration of Christmas looks so different 
from the celebration affirmed through the church calendar, it can 
be pretty challenging to observe the twelve days as our brothers in 
sisters in Christ used to do. And that’s okay!  But in whatever small 
way you can, take the opportunity this year to keep the 
celebration going beyond December 25. Take the opportunity to 
daily read and pray about the beauty of God’s becoming one of 
us. Take the opportunity to feast and to rejoice with others. Take 
the opportunity to give gifts to others. Reflect on how God 
“moved into the neighborhood,” as Eugene Peterson so famously 
translated John 1.  And as you see how Christ has loved you, share 
that love with someone else.  

This is what it means to celebrate the full twelve days of 
Christmas.  May our extended celebration draw us closer to the 
God who continues to draw close to us! 
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REFLECTION 
 
 
This Gospel anticipates a world far different from C.S. Lewis’s 
Narnia, where it is “always winter, and never Christmas.” The 
promise of the Gospel is that it is “always Christmas.” To be “in 
Christ” is to enjoy each morning as a Christmas morning with the 
family of God, celebrating the gift of God around the tree of life. 
― Kevin Vanhoozer 
 
 
“Immanuel, God with us.” It is hell’s terror. Satan trembles at the 
sound of it… Let him come to you suddenly, and do you but 
whisper that word, “God with us,” back he falls, confounded and 
confused… “God with us” is the laborer’s strength. How could he 
preach the gospel, how could he bend his knees in prayer, how 
could the missionary go into foreign lands, how could the martyr 
stand at the stake, how could the confessor own his Master, how 
could men labor if that one word were taken away?… “God with 
us” is eternity’s sonnet, heaven’s hallelujah, the shout of the 
glorified, the song of the redeemed, the chorus of the angels, the 
everlasting oratorio of the great orchestra of the sky. 
― Charles Spurgeon 
 
 
“There is nothing so secular that it cannot be sacred, and that is 
one of the deepest messages of the Incarnation.” 
― Madeleine L'Engle  
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 148 

Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
praise him in the heights! 

People: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
Leader: Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining 

stars! 
People: Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above 

the heavens!  
Leader: He has raised up a horn for his people, 
People: Praise the LORD! 
 
 
*Song – In Christ Alone 
 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My comforter, my all in all 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
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For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 
Prayer of Adoration  
 
First Reading Matthew 21:1-11 
 
[1] Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 
[2] saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie 
them and bring them to me. [3] If anyone says anything to you, 
you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 
once.” [4] This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, 
 
 [5] “Say to the daughter of Zion, 
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
  
[6] The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. [7] They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, 
and he sat on them. [8] Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. [9] And the crowds that went before him and that 
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
[10] And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 
up, saying, “Who is this?” [11] And the crowds said, “This is the 
prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ! 
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Second Reading                                        Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
[10] For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things 
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of 
their salvation perfect through suffering. [11] For he who sanctifies 
and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is 
not ashamed to call them brothers, [12] saying, 
 
 “I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will sing your 
praise.” 
  
 [13] And again, 
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
  
 And again, 
 “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
  
[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, [15] and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. [16] For surely it is not angels that he 
helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. [17] Therefore he 
had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people. [18] For because he 
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
*Song – Be Thou My Vision 
 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 
 



 
 

7 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and Thou only first in my heart 
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art 
 
High King of heaven, my victory won 
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith      Heidelberg Catechism (Q&A 35&36) 
 
Leader: What does it mean that [Jesus] “was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary”? 

ALL: That the eternal Son of God, who is and remains true 
and eternal God, took to himself, through the working 
of the Holy Spirit, from the flesh and blood of the virgin 
Mary, a truly human nature so that he might also 
become David’s true descendant, like his brothers and 
sisters in every way except for sin.   

Leader: How does the holy conception and birth of Christ benefit 
you? 

ALL: He is our mediator and in God’s sight, he covers with his 
innocence and perfect holiness my sinfulness in which I 
was conceived.   

 
 
 
Confession of Sin                         (Valley of Vision)  
   
ALL:  O God, I confess that I have fled when you have 

sought, I have stopped my ears when you speak, I 
have forgotten the good you bring, and I have 
despised your correction. 
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 Yet, in my lostness you have sent Christ to help me, 
 he is my mediator, my redeemer, whose blood is my 

peace, whose righteousness is my strength, whose 
condemnation is my freedom, whose Spirit is my power, 
whose heaven is my heritage. 

 
 Grant me the strength of your grace, to subdue that 

within me that must be changed, in loosing me from 
those things which would bind, supporting me in trials, 
near me in temptation, cleansing my conscience of 
offense before you and others. 

  
 Through Jesus Christ I pray. Amen. 
 
 
*Assurance of Pardon                Hebrews 2:17 
 
Leader: Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 

respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people.  

  
Leader: May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you 

to himself and cleanse you from all your sins, that you 
may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
*Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) 
 
Verse 1 
Lord, bid your servant go in peace, 
Your word is now fulfilled. 
These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, 
This child so long foretold 
 
Verse 2 
This is the Savior of the world 
The Gentile’s promised light 
God’s glory dwelling in our midst 
The joy of Israel 
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Prayers of the People                (Presbyterian Mission Agency) 
 
Leader: Holy God, all-glorious giver of grace, you are light, 

shining in darkness; you are life, the life of all people. Fill 
us with the light and life of Christ, through whom all 
things were made, so that we may be faithful disciples, 
bearing witness to your grace and truth; through Christ, 
your Word made flesh. 

 
 
(Leader intercedes with the concerns of the congregation) 
 
… 
 
Leader:  We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us 

to pray, saying… 
 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Yours is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Sermon Reading             Zechariah 9:1-17 
 
 [1] The oracle of the word of the LORD is against the land of  
  Hadrach 
  and Damascus is its resting place. 
 For the LORD has an eye on mankind 
  and on all the tribes of Israel, 
 [2] and on Hamath also, which borders on it, 
  Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. 
 [3] Tyre has built herself a rampart 
  and heaped up silver like dust, 
  and fine gold like the mud of the streets. 
 [4] But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions 
  and strike down her power on the sea, 
  and she shall be devoured by fire. 
  
 [5] Ashkelon shall see it, and be afraid; 
  Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish; 
  Ekron also, because its hopes are confounded. 
 The king shall perish from Gaza; 
  Ashkelon shall be uninhabited; 
 [6] a mixed people shall dwell in Ashdod, 
  and I will cut off the pride of Philistia. 
 [7] I will take away its blood from its mouth, 
  and its abominations from between its teeth; 
 it too shall be a remnant for our God; 
  it shall be like a clan in Judah, 
  and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites. 
 [8] Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, 
  so that none shall march to and fro; 
 no oppressor shall again march over them, 
  for now I see with my own eyes. 
  
 [9] Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
 Behold, your king is coming to you; 
  righteous and having salvation is he, 
 humble and mounted on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 [10] I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
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 his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 [11] As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with  
  you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 [12] Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 [13] For I have bent Judah as my bow; 
  I have made Ephraim its arrow. 
 I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 
  against your sons, O Greece, 
  and wield you like a warrior’s sword. 
  
 [14] Then the LORD will appear over them, 
  and his arrow will go forth like lightning; 
 the Lord GOD will sound the trumpet 
  and will march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. 
 [15] The LORD of hosts will protect them, 
  and they shall devour, and tread down the sling stones, 
 and they shall drink and roar as if drunk with wine, 
  and be full like a bowl, 
  drenched like the corners of the altar. 
  
 [16] On that day the LORD their God will save them, 
  as the flock of his people; 
 for like the jewels of a crown 
  they shall shine on his land. 
 [17] For how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty! 
  Grain shall make the young men flourish, 
  and new wine the young women. (ESV) 
 
Leader:     The Word of the LORD. 
People:     Thanks be to God. 

Sermon         Rev. Curtis Shields 
“Our Coming King Has Come” 

 

Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you. 
People: And also with you 
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Announcements 
 

 
Offertory & Private Prayer 

RETURN OF CHILDREN 
During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS” teachers will bring the children back 
to the Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children at this time as well.  
You may also wait to retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the 
duration of the service. 
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Celebration of Holy Communion  
 
People: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 
abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the 
same Lord, who always delights in showing mercy. 
Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking 
of this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk 
in newness of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 
 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all 

times, and in all places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; 
evermore praising you, and singing… 
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People:  
 

 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Leader:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Leader:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
 
Leader:  The gifts of God are for the people of God. 
 
 
 



 
 

15 

 
We serve both wine and grape juice for communion. 

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is available 
along the edge. 

All communion bread is gluten free. 
 

  

Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This 
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church. 
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of 
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table. 

If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose 
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross 
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers 
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged to 
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion. 
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Communion Song – Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me 
 
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, "All is mine" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Savior He will stay 
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, "I am free" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
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When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me (3x) 
 
*Closing Song – All Glory Be to Christ 
 
Verse 1 
Should nothing of our efforts stand, no legacy survive, 
Unless the Lord does raise the house, in vain its builders strive. 
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain, tell me, what is your life? 
A mist that vanishes at dawn; all glory be to Christ. 
 
Chorus  
All glory be to Christ our King, 
All glory be to Christ. 
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, 
All glory be to Christ. 
 
Verse 2 
His will be done, His kingdom come, on earth as is above. 
Who is Himself our daily bread, praise Him the Lord of love. 
Let living water satisfy the thirsty without price. 
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet; all glory be to Christ. 

Chorus  
 
Verse 3 
When on the day, the great I Am, the faithful and the true, 
The Lamb who was for sinner’s slain is making all things new. 
Behold our God shall live with us and be our steadfast Light, 
And we shall e’er his people be; all glory be to Christ. 

Chorus x2 
 
 
*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 
 
*Benediction – Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Leader: The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be 

gracious to you; 
 The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give 

you peace. 
People: AMEN 
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Announcements 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

NEXT DISCUSSION: January 29th 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
January 27th 
Interested in church membership? Our next 
membership class will be held at the 
Leachman’s on January 27th. Come and 
hear “All About Advent”. More details to 
follow. 

MORNING PRAYER 
Resumes Tuesday, January 10th 
Join us at the Local Office or via Google 
Meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 AM where we will 
go through portions of the Daily Prayer 
Project together. 
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Media Release 
 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly 

newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose 
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being 

present, you consent to being photographed and having 
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable 
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church 

at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@adventpres.org
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
2617 Bissonnet St 
Suite 200, #227 

Houston, TX 77005 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 
 

adventpres.org 
 
 

 
ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND 

EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA. 
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