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EPIPHANY 
The season of Epiphany is a time of enlightenment. The word 
Epiphany comes from the a Greek word meaning “to bring ot 
light.” The season is a five to nine week period celebrating and 
remembering the time that God manifested Jesus as the Son of 
God as the Savior to and for the world.  

During Christmas we joyfully celebrated the coming of [the] light 
in the birth of Jesus. Now the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6 
brings this theme to culmination - the light of Christ made 
manifest to the whole world as symbolized by the Gentile Magi 
from the East. Thus the day of Epiphany and the season that 
follows complete what is sometimes called in the liturgical year 
the Cycle of Light. 

Twenty centuries after the birth and ministry of Jesus, we can take 
it for granted that Jesus was not just the Anointed One for Israel, 
but that He was the promised Messiah (meaning anointed one) 
that would bring salvation to all peoples, all tribes, and all nations. 
So, the season of Epiphany is a time when we remember that 
Jesus was made manifest to the Wise Men who came to worship 
him. It is a time when we remember that manifests his ministry and 
power to the world around him. And it is a time when we begin to 
more fully contemplate what it means for us to participate in 
extending his light to the nations. Allow for this season, to be a time 
when you think more about how you might be able to make 
Jesus’ story manifest in your own life and to the lives of others.  
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REFLECTION 
 
 
You have created us for Yourself, and our heart cannot be stilled 
until it finds rest in You. ― Augustine 
 
 
“God’s love for us really can change the way we live, but the way 
we live will never change God’s love for us.” ― Justin Whitmel 
Earley 
 
 
If you don't take a Sabbath, something is wrong. You're doing too 
much, you're being too much in charge. You've got to quit, one 
day a week, and just watch what God is doing when you're not 
doing anything. ― Eugene Peterson  
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 29 

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the 
LORD glory and strength. 

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship 
the LORD in the splendor of holiness.  

Leader: May the LORD give strength to his people! 
People: May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
 
 
 
 
*Song – Agnus Dei/King of Kings 
 
Alleluia alleluia 
For our Lord God Almighty reigns 
Alleluia Alleluia 
For our Lord God Almighty reigns 
Alleluia 
  
Chorus A 
Holy holy 
Are You Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb 
Worthy is the Lamb 
 
Amen  
  
Verse 1 
In the darkness we were waiting 
Without hope, without light 
Till from heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes 
To fulfill the law and prophets 
To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 
To a cradle in the dirt 
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Chorus B 
Praise the Father, praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of glory, Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 
   
Verse 2 
To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost 
To redeem the whole creation 
You did not despise the Cross 
For even in your suffering 
You saw to the other side 
Knowing this was our salvation 
Jesus for our sake You died 
 Chorus B 
 
Verse 3 
And the morning that You rose 
All of heaven held its breath 
Till that stone was moved for good 
For the Lamb had conquered death 
And the dead rose from their tombs 
And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come 
To the Father are restored 
  
Verse 4 
And the church of Christ was born 
Then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this gospel truth of old 
Shall not kneel, shall not faint 
By His blood and in His name 
In His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ 
Who has resurrected me 
 Chorus Bxs 
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Prayer of Adoration (The Clementine Liturgy) 
 
Leader: Blessed are You, O Lord, who has nourished me from 

my youth, who gives food to all flesh. Fill our hearts with 
joy and gladness, that we, always having sufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every good work in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, through whom to You be glory, honor, 
might, majesty, and dominion, forever and ever. 

 
(Leader Continues as they are led) 
 
 
First Reading Mark 2:23-3:6 
 
[23] One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as 
they made their way, his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 
[24] And the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they 
doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” [25] And he said to 
them, “Have you never read what David did, when he was in 
need and was hungry, he and those who were with him: [26] how 
he entered the house of God, in the time of Abiathar the high 
priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for 
any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with 
him?” [27] And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, 
not man for the Sabbath. [28] So the Son of Man is lord even of the 
Sabbath.”  
 
[3:1] Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with 
a withered hand. [2] And they watched Jesus, to see whether he 
would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. [3] 
And he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come here.” [4] 
And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to 
do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. [5] And he 
looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of 
heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched 
it out, and his hand was restored. [6] The Pharisees went out and 
immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to 
destroy him. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ! 
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Second Reading                                           Hebrews 4:1-11 
 
[1] Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us 
fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. [2] For 
good news came to us just as to them, but the message they 
heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith 
with those who listened. [3] For we who have believed enter that 
rest, as he has said, 
 
 “As I swore in my wrath, 
 ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 
  
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 
[4] For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: 
“And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” [5] And 
again in this passage he said, 
 
 “They shall not enter my rest.” 
  
[6] Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who 
formerly received the good news failed to enter because of 
disobedience, [7] again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” 
saying through David so long afterward, in the words already 
quoted, 
 
 “Today, if you hear his voice, 
 do not harden your hearts.” 
  
[8] For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken 
of another day later on. [9] So then, there remains a Sabbath rest 
for the people of God, [10] for whoever has entered God’s rest has 
also rested from his works as God did from his. 
 
[11] Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall 
by the same sort of disobedience. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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*Song – Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul 
 
Dear refuge of my weary soul,  
On Thee, when sorrows rise  
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies  
To Thee I tell each rising grief,  
For Thou alone canst heal  
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief,  
For every pain I feel 
  
But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail,  
I fear to call Thee mine  
The springs of comfort seem to fail,  
And all my hopes decline  
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee?  
Thou art my only trust  
And still my soul would cleave to Thee  
Though prostrate in the dust 
  
Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face,  
And shall I seek in vain?  
And can the ear of sovereign grace,  
Be deaf when I complain?  
No still the ear of sovereign grace,  
Attends the mourner's prayer  
Oh may I ever find access,  
To breathe my sorrows there 
  
Thy mercy seat is open still,  
Here let my soul retreat  
With humble hope attend Thy will,  
And wait beneath Thy feet,  
Thy mercy seat is open still,  
Here let my soul retreat  
With humble hope attend Thy will,  
And wait beneath Thy feet 
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*Affirmation of Faith        Irenaeus’ “The Rule of Faith” 
(Irenaeus lived from 125-202 AD and was a pastor/theologian in present-day 

France.) 
 

ALL: We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
Leader: Who made the heaven and the earth and the seas and all 

the things that are in them; 
  
ALL: We believe in Christ Jesus, the Son of God,  
Leader: Who was made flesh for our salvation; 
  
ALL: We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
Leader: Who made known through the prophets the plan of 

salvation, and [Christ’s] coming, and the birth from a 
virgin, and the passion, and the resurrection from the 
dead, and the bodily ascension into heaven of the 
beloved Christ Jesus. 

  
ALL: Christ Jesus is our Lord,  
Leader: and in the future he will appear from heaven in the glory of 

the Father to sum up all things and to raise anew all flesh of 
the whole human race. 

 
ALL: AMEN 
 
 
Confession of Sin                   (Book of Common Prayer)  
   
ALL:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned 

against you and against our fellow men, in thought, 
word and deed and in the good we have not done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, through our own 
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our 
sins. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for 
us, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may 
serve you in newness of life to the glory of your Name. 

 AMEN. 
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*Assurance of Pardon         Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Leader: Jesus said, "Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light." 

 
  
Leader: May the Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you 

all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. 

 
 
*Doxology 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Amen 
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Prayers of the People                       (Armenian Liturgy) 
 
Leader: O Lord God, who has taught us to pray all together, 

and has promised to hear the united voices of two or 
three invoking Your Name; hear now, O Lord, the 
prayers of Your servants, and give us in this world 
knowledge of Your Truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
 
(Leader intercedes with the concerns of the congregation) 
 
… 
 
Leader:  We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us 

to pray, saying… 
 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Yours is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Sermon Reading         Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
 
[12] “‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your 
God commanded you. [13] Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, [14] but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 
On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter 
or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your 
donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 
gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest as 
well as you. [15] You shall remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD 
your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day. (ESV) 
 
Leader:     The Word of the LORD. 
People:     Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon         Rev. Taylor Leachman 
“Resting” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you. 
People: And also with you 
 
 



 
 

13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 

 
Offertory & Private Prayer 

RETURN OF CHILDREN 
During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS” teachers will bring the children back 
to the Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children at this time as well.  
You may also wait to retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the 
duration of the service. 
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Celebration of Holy Communion  
 
People: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 
abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the 
same Lord, who always delights in showing mercy. 
Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking 
of this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk 
in newness of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 

 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well 

always and everywhere to give you thanks through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. By him, your only Son, who 
restored to us peace through the blood of his cross, 
you willed to reconcile all creatures. In him you have 
led us to the knowledge of your truth, that bound 
together by one faith and one baptism we might 
become his body. Through him you have given your 
Holy Spirit to all peoples to work marvels by 
innumerable gifts and an abundant variety of graces. 
Gathering us together in unity, your Spirit dwells in the 
hearts of all your children, filling the whole Church 
with his presence and guiding it with wisdom from 
above. And so, with steadfast love, we proclaim your 
glory and join with hosts of angels in their triumphant 
hymn of praise: 
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People:  
 

 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Leader:      Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Chris will come again. 
 
Leader:  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Our eyes have seen your salvation; 
 A light to enlighten the nations 
 And the glory of your people Israel.  
People:  Alleluia! 

 
Leader:  Come and feed on Him in your hearts by faith with 

thanksgiving! 
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We serve both wine and grape juice for communion. 

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is available 
along the edge. 

All communion bread is gluten free. 
 

  

Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This 
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church. 
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of 
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table. 

If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose 
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross 
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers 
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged to 
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion. 
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Communion Song – How Deep The Father’s Love For Us 
 
How deep the Father's love for us, how vast beyond all measure 
That he should give his only son, to make a wretch his treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turned his face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen one, bring many sons to glory 
  
Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished 
  
I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; his death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ransom 
 
Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ransom 
 
 
 
*Closing Song – We Will Feast in the House of Zion 
 
Chorus 
We will feast in the house of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things we will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 
 
Verse 1 
We will not be burned by the fire 
He is the Lord our God 
We are not consumed by the flood 
Upheld protected gathered up 
 Chorus 
 
Verse 2 
In the dark of night before the dawn 
My soul be not afraid 
For the promised morning oh how long 
Oh God of Jacob be my strength 
 Chorus 
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Verse 3 
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the faithful one 
And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together bring shalom 
 Chorus 
 
 
*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 
 
 
*Benediction – Zepheniah 3:17 
 
Leader: The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who 

will save; 
 He will rejoice over you with gladness; 
 He will quiet you by his love; 
 He will exult over you with loud singing. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 

 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
January 27th 5:30-8:00 P.M.  
Interested in church membership? Our next 
membership class will be held at the 
Leachman’s on January 27th. Come and 
hear “All About Advent”. Register on the 
website’s event page for “All About Advent” 
(see QR code on next page). 

MORNING PRAYER 
Tuesday mornings, 8:00 A.M. 
Join us at the Local Office or via Google 
Meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 AM where we will 
go through portions of the Daily Prayer 
Project together. Contact Beverly for the 
Google Meet link. 
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NEXT DISCUSSION: January 29th 

PROOF READING 
February 19th 
Come and discuss the book The Lost Art of 
Dying by L.S. Dugdale. Whether you have 
read the book, or whether you want to just sit 
and enjoy the conversation, we would love 
for you to come! 
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Media Release 

 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly 
newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose 
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being 

present, you consent to being photographed and having 
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable 
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church 

at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.  
 
 
 

Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
2617 Bissonnet St 
Suite 200, #227 

Houston, TX 77005 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 
 

adventpres.org 
 

 

 
ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND 

EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA. 
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