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EPIPHANY

The season of Epiphany is a time of enlightenment. The word
Epiphany comes from the a Greek word meaning "“to bring ot
light.” The season is a five to nine week period celebrating and
remembering the fime that God manifested Jesus as the Son of
God as the Savior to and for the world.

During Christmas we joyfully celebrated the coming of [the] light
in the birth of Jesus. Now the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6
brings this theme to culmination - the light of Christ made
manifest to the whole world as symbolized by the Gentile Magi
from the East. Thus the day of Epiphany and the season that
follows complete what is sometimes called in the liturgical year
the Cycle of Light.

Twenty centuries after the birth and ministry of Jesus, we can take
it for granted that Jesus was not just the Anointed One for Israel,
but that He was the promised Messiah (meaning anointed one)
that would bring salvation to all peoples, all tribes, and all nations.
So, the season of Epiphany is a time when we remember that
Jesus was made manifest to the Wise Men who came to worship
him. It is a time when we remember that manifests his ministry and
power to the world around him. And it is a time when we begin to
more fully contemplate what it means for us to participate in
extending his light fo the nations. Allow for this season, o be a time
when you think more about how you might be able to make
Jesus' story manifest in your own life and to the lives of others.



REFLECTION

Awaken Houston - by the Houston Church Planting Network:

For the past seven years we have coordinated a season of prayer
which we call Awaken Houston. It has been a time to pray in unity
for our mission as a Church, revival in our churches, and a spiritual
awakening here in Houston. These have been impactful seasons
as we've prayed tfogether for a move of God in our city. This year
our 30 Days of Prayer will be from January 30-February 28.

This year we are asking people to identify people in their lives that
are far from God and pray fervently for them during these 30 days.
In addition, we are encouraging individuals to consider fasting in a
way that is appropriate for them during these 30 days.

Further Reflection

“The greatest issue facing the world today, with all its
heartbreaking needs, is whether those who, by profession or
culture, are identified as ‘Christians’ will become disciples —
students, apprentices, practitioners — of Jesus Christ, steadily
learning from him how to live the life of the Kingdom of the
Heavens into every corner of human existence.” — Dallas Willard

The outward actions enjoined by God—fasting, weeping and
mourning—are all to do with dying and death. They describe
actions normally associated with bereavement, threatened or
actual. - David Pryor



SERVICE OF THE WORD

*Call to Worship - From Psalm 116

Leader:  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is
merciful.

People: The LORD preserves the simple;

Leader:  When | was brought low, he saved me.

People: Return, O my soul, to your rest!

Leader:  For the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.

*Song — Holy Holy Holy

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee

Who wert and art and evermore shalf be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth, and sky, and seal
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!



New Testament Reading Luke 15:11-24

[11] And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. [12] And
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share
of property that is coming fo me.’ And he divided his property
between them. [13] Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and
there he squandered his property in reckless living. [14] And when
he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country,
and he began to be in need. [15] So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. [16] And he was longing to be fed with the pods that
the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

[17] "But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my
father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but | perish
here with hunger! [18] | will arise and go to my father, and | will say
to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. [19]
| am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of
your hired servants.”’ [20] And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. [21] And
the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ [22] But
the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put
it on him, and put aring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. [23]
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. [24] For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate. (ESV)

Leader: The Gospel of the LORD.
People: Praise be to You, Lord Chirist.

Missional Skills & Stories



*Song - Your Labor Is Not In Vain

Verse 1

Your labor is not in vain

Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained
Your planting and reaping are never the same

But your labor is not in vain.

Verse 2

Your labor is not unknown

Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan.
The place of your toil may not seem like a home

But your labor is not unknown.

Chorus

| am with you, | am with you.
| am with you, | am with you
For | have called you,
Called you by name

Your labor is not in vain.

Verse 3
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the fruth,
For all that is old will at last be made new:
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit.
Chorus

Verse 4
The houses you labored to build
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled.
The serpent that hurts and destroys shall be killed
And all that is broken be healed.
Chorus



*Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed & Catechism Questions 51 & 52 from

Leader:
ALL:

“To Be a Christian”

Christian, what is it that you believe?

| believe in God the Father Alimighty, Maker of heaven
and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell*; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic** Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Christ's 'descent into hell' occurred in His death and burial, the Father's wrath toward sin
being poured out on him in our place, so we would never have to taste His wrath.

** By 'catholic,’ we mean the universal church made up of all Christians who are saved
by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Why is Jesus called the Father's “only Son"¢

Jesus alone is God the Son, coequal and coeternal with
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. He alone is the
image of the invisible Father, the one who makes the
Father known. He is now and forever will be incarnate as a
human, bearing his God-given human Name. The Father
created and now rules all things in heaven and earth
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

What do you mean when you call Jesus Christ “Lord2

I acknowledge Jesus’ divine authority over the Church
and dll creation, over all societies and their leaders, and
over every aspect of my life, both public and private. |
surrender my entire life to him and seek to live in a way
that pleases him.



Confession of Sin (From Rev. Chad Bailey)

ALL:

Father of mercies, we confess that we have sinned
against you. By your Holy Spirit, come and work
repentance into our hearts. Help us to see you as you
are: with outstretched arms, a loving heart, and power
to save. Help us to see Jesus, the friend of sinners, and
to follow him more faithfully. As we have received him,
so strengthen us to walk in him, depend on him,
commune with him, and be conformed to him. Give us
an experience of your grace that makes us bold for
others, that we might joyfully tell our friends and
neighbors of your saving mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

Leader:

Leader:

Hosea 2:19-20 & 2nd Helvetic Confession

The LORD says, "I will betroth you to me forever. | will
betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in
steadfast love and in mercy. | will betroth you to me in
faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD.”

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For to those who repent and look to Jesus Christ
for their salvation, the absolution of sins is effected in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Amen



ADVENTURERS CHILDREN (K - 3RD GRADE)

All kids from Kindergarten through 3rd Crade are invited to go to Adventurers, a children's
lesson and activity time during the sermon. They will be escorted back to the chapel after
the Passing of the Peace.

Prayers of the People

Leader:

(Russian Orthodox: Troparion for Pentecost)

Blessed are you, O Christ, who revealed your wisdom
to simple fishermen, sending upon them from above

your Holy Spirit, and thereby catching the universe as
in a net. Glory to you O lover of all humankind.

(Leader intercedes with the concerns of the congregation)

Leader:

People:

We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us
to pray, saying...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debits,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.




Sermon Reading Joel 2:12-17

[12] “Yet even now,"” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
[13] and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster.
[14] Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LORD your God?

[15] Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
[16] gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders;
gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber.

[17] Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD,
and make not your heritage a reproach,
a byword among the nafions.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?2'"” (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Taylor Leachman
“Awaken Houston: Return”



Passing of the Peace

Leader:  Christ came and proclaimed the gospel: peace to
those who are far off and peace to those who are
near.

Leader: May the Peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!

RETURN OF CHILDREN

During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS" teachers will bring the children back
fo the Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children af this fime as well.
You may also wait to retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the
duration of the service.

Announcements

WE'RE SO GLAD TO HAVE YOU WQORSHIP WITH US. PLEASE SIGN IN SO WE
HAVE A RECORD OF YOUR ATTENDANCE.

OPTION 1: TAKE THE BLUE SIGN-IN PAD FROM UNDER THE SEAT AT THE
END OF THE ROW AND RECORD YOUR INFORMATION THERE.

OPTION 2: SCAN THE QR CODE WITH YOUR PHONE'S CAMERA AND
FILL OUT THE FORM THERE. YOU MAY ALSO DO THIS AFTER THE
SERVICE.

Offertory & Private Prayer

ALL GIVING IS A RESPONSE TO GOD'S GENEROSITY TO YOU IN ALL ASPECTS
OF LIFE, BUT PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS.
IF YOU ARE NOT SURE WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT JESUS OR CHRISTIANITY,
OR IF YOU ARE A GUEST, WE WOULD INVITE YOU TO REFRAIN FROM GIVING
AT THIS TIME.

ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE AT ADVENTPRES.ORG/GIVE. YOU CAN E -
ALSO SCAN THIS QR CODE OR PLACE A GIFT IN THE OFFERING E .:__'
BASKET TOWARD THE ENTRANCE OF THE SANCTUARY. b
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SERVICE OF THE TABLE

L ]

Celebration of Holy Communion

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy to
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the
same Lord, who always delights in showing mercy.
Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking
of this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk
in newness of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the LORD.

Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well
always and everywhere to give you thanks through
Jesus Christ our Lord. By him, your only Son, who
restored to us peace through the blood of his cross,
you willed to reconcile all creatures. In him you have
led us to the knowledge of your fruth, that bound
together by one faith and one baptism we might
become his body. Through him you have given your
Holy Spirit to all peoples to work marvels by
innumerable gifts and an abundant variety of graces.
Gathering us fogether in unity, your Spirit dwells in the
hearts of all your children, filling the whole Church
with his presence and guiding it with wisdom from
above. And so, with steadfast love, we proclaim your
glory and join with hosts of angels in their triumphant
hymn of praise:

12



i|)1|1|

N

| |
et ete el gl ot —
Ho - I}i, ho - fy, ho - f}v Lord, God qf power and m{ghr,

el

———

QL

Hea - venand earth are ﬁth

fll o your

Bless-ed is He who comes_ n the name qf the
LT — |
S = e < o O g o % oo

ggﬁ,,- 1 R Ho - san - na in  the high - et  Ho-
o
7? il — | 1 1 2
G F————— —F—*
san na in the  high est.

Leader:

All:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Words of Institution

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Chris will come again.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Our eyes have seen your salvation;
A light to enlighten the nations
And the glory of your people Israel.
Alleluia!

Come and feed on Him in your hearts by faith with
thanksgiving!
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Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church.
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table.

If you're stillinvestigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged fo
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion.

We serve both wine and grape juice for communion.
Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is available
along the edge.
All communion bread is gluten free.

PRAYER FOR THOSE
SEARCHING FOR TRUTH:

LORD JESUS, YOU CLAIM TO BE THE
WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. IF
WHAT YOU CLAIM IS TRUE, PLEASE
GUIDE ME., TEACH ME, AND OPEN TO ME
THE REALITY OF WHO YOU ARE. GIVE ME
THE ABILITY TO FOLLOW YOU NO
MATTER WHAT IT MIGHT COST ME. GIVE
ME AN UNDERSTANDING FOR YOU THAT
IS COHERENT, CONVINCING, AND LEADS
TO THE LIFE THAT YOU PROMISE. AMEN.

PRAYER FOR THOSE
STRUGGLING AGAINST SIN

LORD JESUS, GIVE ME THE ABILITY TO SEE
IN YOU THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL MY
NEEDS AND DESIRES, AND HELP ME TO
TURN FROM EVERY FALSE SOURCE OF
SATISFACTION TO FEED ON YOU, THE
TRUE AND LIVING BREAD. ENABLE ME TO
LAY ASIDE THE SIN THAT CLINGS SO
CLOSELY TO ME, AND RUN WITH
PERSEVERANCE THE RACE THAT YOU
HAVE SET BEFORE ME, LOOKING ONLY TO
YOU, THE AUTHOR AND PERFECTER OF
MY FAITH. AMEN.

PRAYER FOR BELIEF:

LORD JESUS, | ADMIT THAT | AM WEAKER AND MORE SINFUL THAN | EVER BELIEVED, BUT
THROUGH YOU, | AM MORE LOVED AND ACCEPTED THAN | EVER DARED HOPE. | THANK
YOU FOR PAYING MY DEBT, BEARING MY PUNISHMENT ON THE CROSS AND OFFERING
FORGIVENESS AND NEW LIFE. KNOWING THAT YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD
AND ARE NOW REPRESENTING ME AT THE FATHER'S RIGHT HAND IN HEAVEN, | TURN

FROM MY SINS AND RECEIVE YOU AS MY SAVIOR. AMEN.
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Communion Song - Jesus Cast a Look

Jesus cast a look on me,

Give me sweet simplicity

Make me poor and keep me low,
Seeking only Thee to know

All that feeds my busy pride,
Cast it evermore aside

Bid my will to Thine submit,
Lay me humbly at Thy feet

Make me like a little child,

Of my strength and wisdom spoiled
Seeing only in Thy light,

Walking only in Thy might

Leaning on Thy loving breast,
Where a weary soul can rest
Feeling well the peace of God,
Flowing from His precious blood

In this posture let me live,
And hosannas daily give
In this temper let me die,
And hosannas ever cry!
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*Closing Song — On Jordan’s Stormy Banks

Verse 1

On Jordan's stormy banks | stand,
And cast a wishful eye

To Canaan’s fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.

Verse 2

All o'er those wide extended plains,
Shines one eternal day;

There God the Son forever reigns,
And scatters night away.

Chorus

| am bound (I am bound)

| am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for promised land,
I am bound (I am bound)

I am bound (I am bound)

I am bound for promised land.

Verse 3
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath
Can reach that healthful shore;
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death,
Are felt and feared no more.

Chorus

Verse 4
When shall | reach that happy place,
And be forever blessed?
When shall | see my Father's face,
And in His bosom rest?e

Chorus

16



*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission

*Benediction

Leader:  You go nowhere by accident. Wherever you go, God
is sending you. Wherever you find yourself, God has a
reason for your being there. Christ who lives in you by
the power of the Holy Spirit has something he desires to
do in you and through you wherever you find
yourself. Believe this and go in His grace, His love, and
His power.

Leader:  And the blessing of God almighty,

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

Be among you and remain with you always.
ALL: Amen
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Announcements

Morning l

Prayer

TUESDAY MORNINGS
8:00 - 8:30 AM
IN PERSON OR
GOOGLE MEET

V L

JOIN US FOR OUR

ADVENT
STUDENT
DINNER

TONIGHT!

L

| Proof

ding ,

.S. DUGDALE'S
THE BOST ART OF DYING

= =
FEBRUARY 19, 7:00l-9:00PM

JOINING
SUNDAY

February 19

MORNING PRAYER

Tuesday mornings, 8:00 A.M.

Join us at the Local Office or via Google
Meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 AM where we will
go through portions of the Daily Prayer
Project together. Contact Beverly for the
Google Meet link.

ADVENT STUDENT DINNER

TONIGHT AFTER SERVICE

All Advent undergrad, graduate, and
medical students are invited to dinner this
evening on Advent. Dinner will be served
here af Hillel at 6 P.M. We would love to care
for you and your friends in this way!

PROOF READING

February 19th

Come and discuss the book The Lost Arf of
Dying by L.S. Dugdale. Whether you have
read the book, or whether you want to just sit
and enjoy the conversation, we would love
for you to comel! Please register on our
website if you plan to attend.

JOINING SUNDAY

February 19th

Join us as we welcome our second group of
Advent Houston members!
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[mEr “l@@  ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

E E February 22nd
ASh Join us for our Ash Wednesday service at é
PM at 1700 Bissonnet St. (Hillel). Ash
WedneSday Wednesday starts the 40 days of the Lenten
Service Season that ends with the Easter celebration.
February 22 - 6 P.M. E
(@ _[@[ml
‘::;';:fp‘j:f‘“’"‘“"’ ALL ABOUT ADVENT
Next Membership Class Coming in May
Interested in church membership? Our next
'E{ }:l' membership class will be held at a to-be-
determined place and time in May. Come
and hear "All About Advent”. More details to
ADVENT follow.
HOUSTON
TIME AND BT;ELFI"SGDV

Media Release
Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly
newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being
present, you consent fo being photographed and having
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church
at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.


mailto:admin@adventpres.org

Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston
2617 Bissonnet St
Suite 200, #227
Houston, TX 77005

(713) 364-6748

adventpres.org
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