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*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Written by Christine Longhurst 
Adapted from Psalm 16 

 
Leader: Come, bless the Lord, 
 in whom we find our refuge and safety. 
People: You are our God; 
 All good things come from You alone. 
 
Leader: Come, bless the Lord, 
 Who gives us a rich inheritance, 
 And surrounds us with abundance. 
People: You are our God; 
 Our lives are in your hands. 
 
Leader: Come, bless the Lord, 
 Who guides us on the path to eternal life, 
 Whose presence strengthens and sustains us. 
ALL: You are our God; 
 We will not be shaken. 
 
 
*SONG  Come Thou Fount 
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” words by Robert Robinson and music by John 
Wyeth 
© Words and Music: Public Domain 
 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love. 
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Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Hither by thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above. 
 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above. 
 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION  
Adapted from “A Litany of Thanksgiving” 
From The Book of Common Prayer” 
 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Father for all God’s gifts so freely 

bestowed upon us. 
 
 For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky 

and sea. 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, 

revealing the image of Christ, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our 

friends, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
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Leader: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and 

faithful in adversity, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and 

promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
People: To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING 1 Peter 1:3-9 
[3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4] to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, [5] who by 
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. [6] In this you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, [7] so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. [8] Though you have not seen him, 
you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, [9] obtaining the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING John 20:19-31 
[19] On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” [20] When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. [21] Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” [22] And when he 
had said this, he breathed on them  
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. [23] If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is 
withheld.” 
 
[24] Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. [25] So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 
side, I will never believe.” 
 
[26] Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” [27] Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” [28] Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” [29] Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
[30] Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; [31] but these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Gospel of the LORD. 
People: Praise be to You, Lord, Christ! 
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*SONG  This Is My Father’s World 
“This Is My Father’s World” words by Aaron Purdy, Jennie Lee Riddle, and Maltbie 
Davenport Babcock and music by Aaron Purdy, Franklin Lawrence Sheppard, and Jennie 
Lee Riddle 
© 2009 Jennie Lee Riddle Music 
 
This is my Father's world 
And to my list’ning ears 
All nature sings and 'round me rings 
The music of the spheres 
This is my Father's world 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas 
His hand the wonders wrought 
 
This is my Father's world 
The birds their carols raise 
The morning light, the lily white 
Declare their Maker's praise 
This is my Father's world 
He shines in all that's fair 
In the rust'ling grass I hear Him pass 
He speaks to me ev'rywhere 
 
This is my Father's world 
O let me ne'er forget 
And though the wrong seems oft so strong 
God is the Ruler yet 
This is my Father's world 
Why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King, let the heavens ring 
God reigns, let the earth be glad 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
The Apostles Creed & Catechism Questions 76, 77 & 78 from “To Be A 
Christian” 
 
Leader: Christian, what is it that you believe? 

ALL: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell*; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic** Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
* Christ's 'descent into hell' occurred in His death and burial, the Father's wrath toward sin being 
poured out on him in our place, so we would never have to taste His wrath. 
** By 'catholic,' we mean the universal church made up of all Christians who are saved by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

“He will come again” 
 
Leader: What does the Creed mean when it says, “He will come again”? 

People: Jesus promised that he would return (Luke 21:27–28). His coming 
in victory with great glory and power will be seen by all people 
and will bring this age to an end. The present world order will 
pass away, and God will usher in a fully renewed creation to 
stand forever. All the saints will be together with God at that 
time. 
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Leader: Can we know when Jesus will return? 

People: No. We cannot know when Jesus will return. Jesus patiently 
waits for many to repent and trust in him for new life; then he 
will return unexpectedly, which could be at any moment. 

 

Leader: How should you live in anticipation of Jesus’ return? 

People: I should anticipate with joy the return of Jesus my Savior and be 
ready to stand before him. His promise to return encourages me 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit, to live a holy life, and to share the 
hope of new life in Christ with others. 

 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  
Adapted From “We Want to See Jesus” 
WorshipAlive Plus! 
 
Leader: O King and Father, your Son died and was raised up in power. 

Enable us to die to our sin so we may rise to new life in Him.  
 We confess to you: 
 
ALL: Lord, though you should guide us, we inform ourselves;  

though you should rule us, we control ourselves; 
though you should fulfill us, we console ourselves. 
We think your truth too high, your will too hard, 
your power too remote, your love too free. But they are not! 
And without them, we are stuck in misery. 

 By your power and grace heal our confused minds with your 
word, heal our divided wills with your law, 
heal our troubled consciences with your love, 
heal our anxious hearts with your presence, 
all for the sake of your Son, 
who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen. 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
John 3:16 (ESV) 
 
Leader: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.  

 
Leader: Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 

of all of your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the 
grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
*DOXOLOGY 
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” words by Thomas Ken and music by Louis 
Bourgeois 
© Words and Music: Public Domain 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
“A Prayer for the Son’s Mission” 
From To Be A Christian: An Anglican Catechism 
By the Anglican Church in North America 
 
Leader: O Jesus, God the Son, in your incarnation you manifested your 

heart of mission in the world: Help us so to know and practice 
your presence, that we may always live for your glory and the 
spread of your Kingdom; who with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Leader intercedes on behalf of the community 
 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
*SERMON READING  Psalm 50 
The Mighty One, God the Lord, 
 speaks and summons the earth 
 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
[2] Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
 God shines forth. 
[3] Our God comes; he does not keep silence;[a] 
 before him is a devouring fire, 
 around him a mighty tempest. 
[4] He calls to the heavens above 
 and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 
[5] “Gather to me my faithful ones, 
 who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” 
[6] The heavens declare his righteousness, 
 for God himself is judge! Selah 
[7] “Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 
 O Israel, I will testify against you. 
 I am God, your God. 
[8] Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; 
 your burnt offerings are continually before me. 
[9] I will not accept a bull from your house 
 or goats from your folds. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14672a
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[10] For every beast of the forest is mine, 
 the cattle on a thousand hills. 
[11] I know all the birds of the hills, 
 and all that moves in the field is mine. 
[12] “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
 for the world and its fullness are mine. 
[13] Do I eat the flesh of bulls 
 or drink the blood of goats? 
[14] Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,[b] 
 and perform your vows to the Most High, 
[15] and call upon me in the day of trouble; 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 
[16] But to the wicked God says: 
 “What right have you to recite my statutes 
 or take my covenant on your lips? 
[17] For you hate discipline, 
 and you cast my words behind you. 
[18] If you see a thief, you are pleased with him, 
 and you keep company with adulterers. 
[19] “You give your mouth free rein for evil, 
 and your tongue frames deceit. 
[20] You sit and speak against your brother; 
 you slander your own mother's son. 
[21] These things you have done, and I have been silent; 
 you thought that I[c] was one like yourself. 
But now I rebuke you and lay the charge before you. 
[22] “Mark this, then, you who forget God, 
 lest I tear you apart, and there be none to deliver! 
[23] The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; 
 to one who orders his way rightly 
 I will show the salvation of God!” 
 
Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14683b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14690c
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SERMON Owen Merrell 
“The Sacrifice of Thanksgiving” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
Leader: The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 
 
 Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 
 
Leader: May the Peace of the Lord be always with you! 
People: And also with you! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY & PRIVATE PRAYER 
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

ALL: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and 
great mercies. We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs 
under your table. But you are the same Lord, who always 
delights in showing mercy. Nourish us, therefore, gracious 
Lord, so that in partaking of this sacrament of your son Jesus 
Christ, we may walk in newness of life, grow into his likeness, 
and evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 

 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and 

everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. For by the mystery of 
his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the 
powers of death and hell and restored in men and women 
the image of your glory. He has placed them once more in 
paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. And so, 
in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with 
gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of all 
creation sing forever the hymn of your glory. 
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ALL: 

 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Leader:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Leader:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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COMMUNION SONG  Jesus I Come 
“Jesus I Come” words by William True Sleeper and music by George Coles Stebbins 
© Words and Music: Public Domain 
 
Out of my bondage sorrow and night 
Jesus I come Jesus I come 
Into Thy freedom gladness and light 
Jesus I come to Thee 
Out of my sickness into Thy health 
Out of my want and into Thy wealth 
Out of my sin and into Thyself 
Jesus I come to Thee 
 
Out of my shameful failure and loss 
Jesus I come Jesus I come 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross 
Jesus I come to Thee 
Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm 
Out of life's storms and into Thy calm 
Out of distress to jubilant psalm 
Jesus I come to Thee 
 
Out of unrest and arrogant pride 
Jesus I come Jesus I come 
Into Thy blessed will to abide 
Jesus I come to Thee 
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love 
Out of despair into raptures above 
Upward for aye on wings like a dove 
Jesus I come to Thee 
 
Out of the fear and dread of the tomb 
Jesus I come Jesus I come 
Into the joy and light of Thy home 
Jesus I come to Thee 
Out of the depths of ruin untold 
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold 
Ever Thy glorious face to behold 
Jesus I come to Thee 
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*SONG  On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 
“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks” words by Samuel Stennett and music by Christopher Miner 
© Words and Music: Public Domain 
 
Verse 1 
On Jordan's stormy banks I stand 
And cast a wishful eye 
To Canaan's fair and happy land 
Where my possessions lie 
 
Verse 2 
All o'er those wide extended plains 
Shines one eternal day 
There God the Son forever reigns 
And scatters night away 
 
Chorus 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound for the promised land 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound for the promised land 
 
Verse 3 
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath 
Can reach that healthful shore 
Sickness sorrow pain and death 
Are felt and feared no more 
 Chorus 
 
Verse 4 
When shall I see that happy place 
And be forever blessed 
When shall I see my Father's face 
And in His bosom rest 
 Chorus x2 
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*CLOSING PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & MISSION 
 
 
*BENEDICTION 
Zephaniah 3:17 (ESV) 
 
Leader: The LORD your God is in your midst,  
 a mighty one who will save;  
 he will rejoice over you with gladness;  
 he will quiet you by his love;  
 he will exult over you with loud singing. 
People: Amen. 
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Announcements 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ADVENT STUDENT DINNER 
April 23 - 6:00 P.M. 

Undergrad, graduate, and medical students 
are invited to dinner on Advent at Hillel. We 
would love to care for you and your friends in 
this way! 

QUESTION & DISCUSSION 
April 30th - 5:30 P.M. 
 

 
 

Got questions? Let’s 
discuss. Scan the QR code 
to submit your questions. 

DONUTS AT THE PARK 
May 7 -10:30 A.M.  
 
Mark your calendars! Join Miss Josie and 
gang for our next donuts in the park event! 
Sunday, May 7th, at 10:30 A.M. at Colonial 
Park in the West U area. 
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Media Release 
Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly newsletters, on 
our website, or on social media for the purpose of promoting and highlighting the 

church’s mission. By being present, you consent to being photographed and having 
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable being visible in a 

shared photograph, please notify the church at admin@adventpres.org to opt out 
of the media release. 

  

MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
May 19 - 5:30 P.M. 
 

 

Interested in learning more 
about Advent? Click the QR code 
and register for the “All About 
Advent” membership class. 

PROOF READING 
Coming Soon - Maybe in May? Stay Tuned 

Come and discuss the book The Body Keeps the 
Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of 
Trauma by Bessel A. van der Kolk. Books are 
available for purchase at the Welcome Table. 

mailto:admin@adventpres.org


 24 

 


	COMMUNION SONG  Jesus I Come
	*SONG  On Jordan’s Stormy Banks
	*CLOSING PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & MISSION

