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WELCOME TO ADVENT!

Advent means “arrival” or
“coming.” Many of us have a
temptation to believe that we
can live a good enough life or
do the right things to make our
way to God. We think that if we
do enough of the right types of
things, then God will allow us
into His home. But the Bible
tells us again and again that
we are never the first movers in
this relationship. God is always
the initiator. He spoke all things
into being; He created; and He
pursues. He is the one who
arrives. And we see this in the
first advent of God.

John begins his gospel by
saying, "And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and
we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth” (ESV).
God the Son came to us in the
first advent: what the church
calls the incarnation. He didn't
wait for us fo try and make our
way to his heavenly abode. He
didn’t stand above us to lecture
us or condemn us. He came to
us. In fact, he became one of
us, taking on flesh, pain,
sorrows, and death.

And God hasn't stopped there.
After Jesus came into this world
to inaugurate the reign of God
on earth as it is in heaven, after
he died on the cross to atone
for our sins, and after he was
raised from the dead to defeat
sin and death, He ascended to
heaven to assume the throne.
Scripture tells us that he will
come again. And when he
comes again, he is bringing the
new heavens and the new
earth with him.

It is in this second advent, that
Jesus promises to make all
things new. Though he has
already dealt with sin and
death, it isn't until he comes
again that death will be
eradicated.

ADVENT | CHRISTMAS | EPIPHANY | LENT | EASTER | | ORDINARY

The season after Pentecost Sunday and leading up to Advent is
referred to as Ordinary Time. It does not mean the time is boring
and mundane, but rather “Ordinary” refers to the “ordinal” way
that the church calendar counts the Sundays from Pentecost until
the Season of Advent. Historically the church has used this time
to more fully flesh out Christ's work in the lives of her people, in
the church as a whole, or in Christ's Kingdom over all the earth.
Robert Webber writes that during Ordinary Time,

Many worship traditions follow lectionaries that highlight the work
of the Spirit in the mission of the church in the world. Other
churches organize their worship life around a lectio continua,
continuous readings from a given section of Scripture. Some
worship traditions have also called this season ‘Kingdomtime,’
focusing on the kingdom of God that is present now and the one
that will be realized in more profound ways in the future....

[Thus] the various Sundays are not connected by a particular
theme. In Advent we await the coming of Christ; during Christmas,
we celebrate his arrival; and at Epiphany, we proclaim that Christ
is manifested to the world as Savior. During Lent, we prepare for
the death; in Ho|y Week, we reenact his death; then in Easter, we
celebrate his resurrection and complete the Easter cycle with the
celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit. But in the nonfestive
season of the church year, there is no unified theme that ties the
Sundays together.

At Advent Houston, we want to use this “nonfestive” season to
focus on our particular mission in this particular time and place
that God has for particular individuals like us. We want to
minister to one another in the distinct ways that we need to hear
the good news of what Jesus has done, and we want to practice
our faith in light of the truth that Christ has died, Christ is risen,
and Christ will come again.

5 Robert E. Webber, Ancient Future Time



“Such are the problems with nontriune geds and
creation. Single-person gods, having spent efernity
alone, are inevitably self-centered beings, and so it
becomes hard to see why they would ever cause
anything else to exist. Wouldn't the existence of a
universe be an irritating distraction for the god whose
greatest pleasure is looking in a mirror? Creating just
looks like a deeply unnatural thing for such a god to do.
And if such gods do create, they always seem to do so
out of an essential neediness or desire to use what they
create merely for their own self-gratification. God'’s
Ecstasy Everything changes when it comes to the
Father, Son and Spirit. Here is a God who is not
essentially lonely, but who has been loving for all
eternity as the Father has loved the Son in the Spirit.
Loving others is not a strange or novel thing for this God
at all; it is at the root of who he is.”

— Michael Reeves

“Because the Christian God is not a lonely God, but
rather a communion of three persons, faith leads human
beings into the divine communion. One cannot,
however, have a self-enclosed communion with the
Triune God- a "foursome," as it were-- for the Christian
God is not a private deity. Communion with this God is
at once also communion with those others who have
entrusted themselves in faith to the same God. Hence
one and the same act of faith places a person into a
new relationship both with God and with all others who
stand in communion with God.”

— Miroslav Volf

All sorts of people are fond of repeating the Christian
statement that “God is love.” But they seem not to
notice that the words “God is love” have no real
meaning unless God contains at least two persons. Love
is something that one person has for another person. If
God was a single person, then before the world was
made, He was not love.

— C.S. Lewis

But, as we wait for him to
come again, we wait with
hope. And as we wait, we live
in light of that hope - praying
for and acting in the
knowledge that God's Kingdom
will come in bits and pieces
even now, offering us glimpses
of the way that it is supposed
to be, the way it will uﬁimutely
be.

In the middle of these two
advents of Christ, there is a
third advent. There is the
coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus
has sent the Holy Spirit to be
with us, to help us to remember
all that he taught and
accomplished (John 14:26), and
to help us as we follow him by
faith. And Jesus tells us to
follow him in the same way
that he himself came. We are
to leave our own comforts and
to come into the places that he
has called us. And so, in that
way, we want to take the
example of Christ's first coming
to enter into the lives of our
community. We want to bear
witness to the coming of the
Kingdom of God in its fullness
in the future. And, we want to
minister as the mouthpiece, the
hands, and the feet of Christ
by the power of the Holy Spirit
(John 20:21).

So, Advent Houston is a
coming of a group of
Christians to the Texas Medical
Center, to Rice University, and
to the surrounding
neighborhoods to embrace,
embody, and extend the grace
of Jesus Christ by the Holy
Spirit.

We are so glad that you are
here with us!



Adapted from Psalm 29

Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
ALL: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.

Leader: The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
and calls us to worship Him.

ALL: The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
And we will worship you!

Leader: The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.
ALL: We will worship the king!

May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!

Words by Reginald Heber and music by John Bacchus Dykes
© Words and Music: Public Domain

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,

Who wert and art and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.

4



Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

[1] In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. [2] Above him
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. [3] And one called to
another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

[4] And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who
called, and the house was filled with smoke. [5] And | said: “Woe is me! For
| am lost; for | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

[6] Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal
that he had taken with tongs from the altar. [7] And he touched my mouth
and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and
your sin atoned for.”

[8] And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who
will go for us?” Then | said, “Here | am! Send me.” (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

[1] Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. [2] This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that
you do unless God is with him.” [3] Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say
to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” [4]



Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” [5] Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Do not marvel
that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.” [8] The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

[9] Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” [10] Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these
things? [11] Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. [12] If
| have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe
if I tell you heavenly things? [13] No one has ascended into heaven except
he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. [14] And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, [15]
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

[16] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. [17] For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. (ESV)

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ.

Words and music by Sandra McCracken
© 2016 Integrity Worship Music; Paper News Publishing

Chorus

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit
Holy Communion, Three in One
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit
Holy Communion, Three in One



Verse
Come with Your peace with Your invitation
Bind us together in holy love
Come with Your peace with Your invitation
Bind us together in holy love

Repeat all

Q.8-11 from Westminster Larger Catechism, modernized by City Reformed Presbyterian
Church, Pittsburgh.

Leader: Are there more Gods than one?

ALL: There is only one, the living and true God.

Leader: How many persons are there in the Godhead?

ALL: There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit. These three are one true, eternal God,
the same in substance, equal in power and glory, although
distinguished by what is personally proper to them.

Leader: What is proper to the three persons in the Godhead?

ALL: It is proper to the Father to beget the Son, to the Son to be
begotten of the Father, and to the Holy Spirit to proceed from
the Father and the Son from all eternity.

Leader: How do we know that the Son and the Holy Spirit are God,
equal with the Father?
ALL: The Scriptures show that the Son and the Holy Spirit are God,

equal with the Father, by ascribing to them such names,
attributes, works, and worship as are proper to God only

Leader: Father, you have given us a Savior, who fights for us, protects
us and rescues us;
ALL: Yet we strive to save ourselves, protect ourselves and even

rescue ourselves, as if we have no need for you or a savior.



Leader:

ALL:

Leader:
ALL:

Leader:

ALL:

ALL:

Jesus, you fight for us, guide us and rescue us, and we need
only trust in you and wait;

Yet we seek to fight our own battles, as if we do not need to
be rescued, as if we were capable of saving ourselves.

Holy Spirit, you guide us, comfort us and give us hope;
Yet we follow our own path, seek our own comfort and
abandon your hope.

God, we are utterly dependent on you, incapable of saving
ourselves;

Yet we live as if we are independent and self-sufficient, as if
we do not need to be saved.

Forgive us Lord.

John 3:16 (ESV)

Leader:

People:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen

Words and music by Laurie Klein
© 1978, 1980 House Of Mercy Music

I love You Lord

And | lift my voice

To worship You

O my soul rejoice

Take joy my King

In what You hear

May it be a sweet, sweet sound

In Your ear



ADVENTURERS CHILDREN (15T - 5™ GRADES)
All children, 1° through 5% grades, are invited to go to Adventurers, for a

children’s lesson and activity time during the sermon. The Adventurers will
be escorted back to the Chapel during the Passing of the Peace.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Edited “Intercessory Prayer,” Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, for Trinity Sunday

Leader:

Leader:

People:

Holy, holy, holy God,

In calling forth creation from the void, revealing yourself in
human flesh, and pouring forth your Spirit to unite us to you
and to guide us in faith, you manifest your concern for your
whole universe. You invite us, as your people, to gather the
world's needs into our hearts and bring them before you.

Fill us with strength and courage, with discernment and
compassion, that we may be your instruments in the hands of
the Redeemer in this world, that it may be on earth as it is in
heaven.

Leader Intercedes for the world, Church,
and the needs of our congregation.

We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray,
saying ...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



[12] So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh. [13] For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. [14] For all who
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. [15] For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” [16] The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, [17] and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

“With the Trinity”

% Do you have a question about today’s sermon? If so, click on the QR
)i

i§|_ code for discussion at the next Question & Discussion time.
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver.
The peace of the triune God be always with you
People: And also with you!

RETURN OF ADVENTURERS

During the Passing of the Peace, the teachers will bring the Adventurers
back to the Chapel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are glad to have you worship with us today. Please sign-in on the pad
located near the center aisle and record your information there.

OFFERTORY & PRIVATE PRAYER

All giving is a response to God’s generosity to you in all aspects of life, but
particularly through the person and work of Jesus. If you are not sure what
you think about Jesus or Christianity, or if you are a guest, we would invite

you to refrain from giving at this time.

Online giving is available at adventpres.org/give. You can also
scan this QR code or place a gift in the offering basket near the
entrance of the chapel.
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ALL:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

12

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and
great mercies. We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs
under your table. But you are the same Lord, who always
delights in showing mercy. Nourish us, therefore, gracious
Lord, so that in partaking of this sacrament of your son Jesus
Christ, we may walk in newness of life, grow into his likeness,
and evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

And now we give you thanks because you have revealed the
glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your Son and
with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty,
undivided in splendor, yet one God, ever to be worshipped
and adored.
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Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith.
People: Christ has died!
Christ is risen!
Christ will come again!

Leader: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon
these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break
and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and
blood of Christ. By your Spirit, make us one with Christ and
with your church in all the world.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and
forever.

People: Amen.

Leader: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Leader: These gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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COMMUNION AT
ADVENT

Advent welcomes all baptized
Christians to participate in
the Lord's table. This includes
all Christians, whether
members at Advent or at
another church. Children who
have been baptized and
admitted to the table by the
elders of this church or the
leadership of another church
are also welcome to the
table.

If you're still investigating
Christianity, not sure what you
believe,or simply choose not
to participate, you may either
remain in your seat or come
forward, cross your arms over
your chest, and receive a
blessing. Feel free to use the
prayers printed in the bulletin
below. Non-communing
children are encouraged to
come forward to receive a
blessing while their parents
receive communion.

ABOUT THE ELEMENTS

* We serve both wine and
grape juice for
communion.

* Grape juice is available in
the center of the
communion trays; wine is
available along the edge.

* All communion bread is
gluten free.

THIS IS WINE
INIM SI SIHL
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PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If
what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open
to me the reality of who you are. Give me the ability to
follow you ne matter what it might cost me. Give me an
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and
leads to the life that you promise. Amen. A prayer of belief:
A prayer for those struggling against sin: A prayer for
covenant children who have not yet made a profession of

faith:

PRAYER OF BELIEF

Lord Jesus, | admit that | am weaker and more sinful than |
ever believed, but through you, | am more loved and
accepted than | ever dared hope. | thank you for paying my
debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
from the dead and are now representing me at the Father's
right hand in heaven, | turn from my sins and receive you as
my savior. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING AGAINST SIN

Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of
all my needs and desires, and help me to turn from every
false source of satisfaction to feed on you, the true and
living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you
have set before me, looking only to you, the author and
perfecter of my faith. Amen.

A PRAYER FOR CHILDREN WHO HAVE NOT YET
MADE A PROFESSION OF FAITH

Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow
up in a Christian family where | am surrounded by the good
news of the gospel. Help me to grow in my understanding of
who you are and what you have done for me on the cross.
Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and
trust in you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means
to follow you as one of your disciples. Amen.



Words and music by Audrey Assad and Bryan Brown
© 2013 worshiptogether.com songs; Fortunate Fall Music

Verse 1

From the love of my own comfort
From the fear of having nothing
From a life of worldly passions
Deliver me O God

Verse 2

From the need to be understood
And from a need to be accepted
From the fear of being lonely
Deliver me O God

Deliver me O God

Chorus 1

And | shall not want

No I shall not want

When | taste Your goodness
| shall not want

When | taste Your goodness
I shall not want

Verse 3

From the fear of serving others

Oh and from the fear of death or trial
And from the fear of humility

Deliver me O God

Yes deliver me O God

Chorus 2

And | shall not want

No I shall not want

When | taste Your goodness
| shall not want

No I shall not want

No I shall not want



When | taste Your goodness
I shall not want

When | taste Your goodness
| shall not want

| shall not want

Shall not want

Words and music by Matt Crocker and Ben Fielding
© 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia

Verse 1

Our Father everlasting
The all creating One

God Almighty

Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the Son
Jesus our Savior

Chorus 1

| believe in God our Father

| believe in Christ the Son

| believe in the Holy Spirit

Our God is three in One

| believe in the resurrection

That we will rise again

For | believe in the Name of Jesus

Verse 2
Our judge and our defender
Suffered and crucified
Forgiveness is in You
Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life
Forever seated high

Chorus 1

Bridge

| believe in You

| believe You rose again

| believe that Jesus Christ is Lord
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Chorus 2

| believe in life eternal

| believe in the virgin birth

| believe in the saints' communion

And in Your holy Church

| believe in the resurrection

When Jesus comes again

For | believe in the Name of Jesus
Chorus 1

Ending
For | believe in the Name of Jesus

Leader: The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save.
He will rejoice over you with gladness.
He will quiet you by his love.
He will exult over you with loud singing.

+ DIACONAL GIVING

This Sunday, we will be starting up a diaconal fund and
taking up an offering in order to care for individuals and

QNAL families in need, similar to a relief
@]Wm@ fund. Our elder, Cody Dick, will

explain more about what this is and
how it functions. Scan this QR code
to give online directly to the diaconal
fund.
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~ KINGDOM
PRAYER

| Wednesday
—May 29, 2024
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
West U Scout House
6108 Edloe St.

NOW
HIRING!

Children's
Ministry
Direct_:_pr

a2W D
3R

KINGDOM PRAYER
This Wednesday, May 29%, 5:30 — 6:30 P.M.

We invite you to come for an evening of prayer where we
ask the Lord for his kingdom to come: where we pray for
Him to heal sickness, for people to come to know Jesus,
for Him to comfort us and one day end all our sorrows,
and anything else we hope for in his coming kingdom.

Location: West U Scout House | 6108 Edloe St.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR

Do you or someone you know have a heart for Children’s
Ministry? Want to make a life-long difference in a child’s
life? Join Team Advent! Enjoy flexible work schedule while
creating & promoting program and relational pathways for
children’s discipleship.

Job Description at adventpres.org/jobopportunities Submit
resume to Admin@AdventPres.org

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$0

2024 Calendar Year Giving Through April

B Acual [ Budget

External
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Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly newsletters, on
our website, or on social media for the purpose of promoting and highlighting the
church’s mission. By being present, you consent to being photographed and having
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable being visible in a
shared photograph, please notify the church at admin@adventpres.org to opt out
of the media release.

All songs used by permission. CCLI License #21309482
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2617 BISSONNET ST. SUITE 200, #208
HOUSTON, TX 77005

ADVENT HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE,
EMBODY, AND EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS
TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, RICE
UNIVERSITY, AND THE SURROUNDING
NEIGHBORHOODS.
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