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The season after Pentecost Sunday and leading up to Advent is
referred to as Ordinary Time. It does not mean the time is boring
and mundane, but rather “Ordinary” refers to the “ordinal” way
that the church calendar counts the Sundays from Pentecost until
the Season of Advent. Historically the church has used this time to
more fully flesh out Christ’s work in the lives of her people, in the
church as a whole, or in Christ’s Kingdom over all the earth. Robert
Webber writes that during Ordinary Time,
Many worship traditions follow lectionaries that highlight
the work of the Spirit in the mission of the church in the
world. Other churches organize their worship life around a
lectio continua, continuous readings from a given section
of Scripture. Some worship traditions have also called this
season ‘Kingdomtime,’ focusing on the kingdom of God
that is present now and the one that will be realized in
more profound ways in the future….
[Thus] the various Sundays are not connected by a
particular theme. In Advent we await the coming of
Christ; during Christmas, we celebrate his arrival; and at
Epiphany, we proclaim that Christ is manifested to the
world as Savior. During Lent, we prepare for the death; in
Holy Week, we reenact his death; then in Easter, we
celebrate his resurrection and complete the Easter cycle
with the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit. But
in the nonfestive season of the church year, there is no
unified theme that ties the Sundays together.

At Advent Houston, we want to use this “nonfestive” season to
focus on our particular mission in this particular time and place
that God has for particular individuals like us. We want to minister
to one another in the distinct ways that we need to hear the good
news of what Jesus has done, and we want to practice our faith in
light of the truth that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will
come again.
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REFLECTION
[22] For we know that the whole creation has been groaning
together in the pains of childbirth until now. [23] And not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. [24] For in this hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he
sees? [25] But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience. - Romans 8:22–25 (ESV)
The whole meaning of the Christian community lies in offering a
space in which we wait for that which we have already seen.
Christian community is the place where we keep the flame alive
among us and take it seriously, so that it can grow and become
stronger in us. In this way we can live with courage, trusting that
there is a spiritual power in us that allows us to live in this world
without being seduced constantly by despair, lostness, and
darkness. That is how we dare to say that God is a God of love
even when we see hatred all around us. That is why we can claim
that God is a God of life even when we see death and destruction
and agony around us. We say it together. We affirm it in one
another. Waiting together, nurturing what has already begun,
expecting its fulfillment - that is the meaning of marriage,
friendship, community, and the Christian life. - Henri Nouwen
I still can hardly believe that I—with atrophied muscles, shriveled,
bent fingers, and no feeling from the shoulders down—will one day
have a new, dazzling body that’s in wonderful working order and
clothed in righteousness. Not to mention, I’ll also have a mind that
doesn’t want to resign or quit!
...
You may not be paralyzed with a broken neck, but you could be
paralyzed by other limitations: a broken heart, a broken home, a
broken reputation. . . .The temporal troubles we face may slam the
door to sustained satisfaction in this life, but then again, they can
throw windows wide open to a vibrant hope of heaven. - Joni
Eareckson Tada
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 8
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
ALL:

O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is your name in all
the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers, The moon and the stars, which you have set
in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him, And the
son of man that you care for him?
O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is your name in all
the earth!

*Song – Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Op’ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
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Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.
Mortals, join the happy chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning o’er us,
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us Sunward
In the triumph song of life.

Prayer of Adoration
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

A Litany of Thanksgiving

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth
and sky and sea.
We thank you, Lord.
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women,
revealing the image of Christ,
We thank you, Lord.
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and
our friends,
We thank you, Lord.
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to
serve,
We thank you, Lord.
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and
play,
We thank you, Lord.
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in
suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.
For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you, Lord.
For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you, Lord.
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and
promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord;
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People:

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 65:17-25

[17] “For behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.
[18] But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,
and her people to be a gladness.
[19] I will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in my people;
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping
and the cry of distress.
[20] No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not fill out his days,
for the young man shall die a hundred years old,
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.
[21] They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
[22] They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
[23] They shall not labor in vain
or bear children for calamity,
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,
and their descendants with them.
[24] Before they call I will answer;
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
[25] The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;
the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD. (ESV)
Leader:
The Word of the LORD
People:
Thanks be to God.
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New Testament Reading

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

[16] From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. [17] Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come. [18] All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
[19] that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation. [20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. [21] For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God. (ESV)
Leader: The Word of the LORD
People: Thanks be to God.

*Song – Jesus I Come
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my sickness into Thy health,
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my shameful failure and loss,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress into jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of unrest and arrogant pride,

7

Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into Thy blessed will to abide,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,
Out of despair into raptures above,
Upward forever on wings like a dove,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the fear and dread of the tomb,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the joy and light of Thy home,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

*Affirmation of Faith

Of the Communion of Saints

(Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 26 rewritten into plain
English by Ben Hoyt)

All:

As saints who are united to Jesus Christ our head, we have
fellowship with Him in His graces, His suffering,
death, resurrection, and glory. We are united to Him
by His Spirit and by faith.
We are also united in love to each other. We intimately
share each other’s gifts and blessings. And we need
to do our duties for each other – both in public and
in private – in a way that’s good for each person’s
body and soul.
If we say we’re saints, we must support the “communion of
saints” – a holy fellowship and community that
worships God. We in this community need to serve
each other spiritually and build each other up. As
people have needs and as we have the ability, we
must also support each other’s physical needs.
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As God gives us opportunities, we need to share this
communion with everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord Jesus, no matter where they live.

Confession of Sin

(Written by Pastor Giorgio Hiatt)

Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:
Leader:

Heavenly Father, we try to look inward to correct
ourselves and not towards You. We diagnose and
dissect our motives and then try to purify them as if we
had the power to heal. Forgive us for trying to be the
examiner and surgeon of our own hearts.
Heavenly Father, we cannot fix ourselves. Help us not to
play doctor but let You be our Great Physician.
Lord Jesus, we often believe that it’s good to suffer on
our own, making us better and stronger. We grin and
bear it, without turning to our neighbor or even to you,
thinking this is more Christian. Forgive us for trying live as
spiritual lone rangers.
Lord Jesus, we forget that You created us for relationship
and often refuse to live as a community. Help us to see
our need for relationships as strength and give us the
courage to bear one another’s burdens..
Holy Spirit, We see other people’s failure before we see
our own and they too often make us feel better. We
overlook our own sin and weakness but we rarely forget
the same thing in others. Forgive us for justifying ourselves
based upon comparison and performance and not by
You and Your holy law.
Holy Spirit, give us the grace of vulnerability and
confession. Help us not to compare ourselves to other
but receive our worth from You alone.
Loving God, we are afraid to live by faith. We want to
live by what we can see and touch. We want certainty
where you do not provide it. We want answers when you
choose not to give them. Forgive us for trying to know
and control our lives by what we can grasp with our
senses.
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People:
Leader:
People:

Loving God, we believe it is easier to live by sight and
strive to order our world that way.
Help us to walk by faith and not by sight…
Merciful Jesus, forgive us.
Touch our eyes that we might see your grace, touch our
mouths that we might worship you. (edited)

*Assurance of Pardon

1 John 4:9-10

Leader:

[9] In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through him. [10] In this is love,
not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
(ESV)

Leader:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father
And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.
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Prayers of the People
People:

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all
good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name;
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness;
and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Leader continues to intercede on
behalf of the community, the
Church, and the world.

Leader:
People:

We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us
to pray, saying…
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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New Testament Reading

Revelation 21:1-8

[1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2]
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
[3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their
God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” [6] And he said to me, “It is done! I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without
payment. [7] The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I
will be his God and he will be my son. [8] But as for the cowardly,
the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” (ESV)
Leader:
People:

The Word of the LORD
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Who Is Advent?” Pt. 2

Rev. Taylor Leachman

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you.
People: And also with you!
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RETURN OF CHILDREN

During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS” teachers will bring the children back
to the Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children at this time as well.
You may also wait to retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the
duration of the service.

Announcements

Offertory & Private Prayer
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Celebration of Holy Communion
People:

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy to
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the
same Lord, who always delights in showing mercy.
Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking
of this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk
in newness of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Leader:
People:

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the LORD.

Leader:
People:

Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all
times, and in all places, give thanks unto you, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name;
evermore praising you, and singing…
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People:

Words of Institution
Leader:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

All:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Leader:
People:

Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Leader:

The gifts of God are for the people of God.
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Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church.
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table.
If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged to
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion.

We serve both wine and grape juice for communion.
Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is
available along the edge.
All communion bread is gluten free.

16

Communion Song – Psalm 130 (I Will Wait For You)
Out of the depths I cry to You
In darkest places I will call
Incline your ear to me anew
And hear my cry for mercy Lord
Were You to count my sinful ways
How could I come before your throne?
Yet full forgiveness meets my gaze
I stand redeemed by grace alone
[Chorus A]
I will wait for You, I will wait for You
On your Word I will rely
And I will wait for You, surely wait for You
'Til my soul is satisfied
So put your hope in God alone
Take courage in his power to save
Completely and forever won
By Christ emerging from the grave
Chorus A
Now He has come to make a way
And God Himself has paid the price
That all who trust in Him today
Find healing in his sacrifice
That all who trust in Him today
Find healing in his sacrifice
[Chorus B]
I will wait for You, I will wait for You
Through the storm and through the night
I will wait for You, surely wait for You
For your love is my delight
I will wait for You, I will wait for You
On your Word I will rely
And I will wait for You, surely wait for You
'Til my soul is satisfied
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*Song – Come People of the Risen King
Come, people of the Risen King
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in
[Chorus]
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!
Come, those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come, those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace
Chorus
Come, young and old from every land
Men and women of the faith
Come, those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world, His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age:
"Our God is all in all"!
Chorus x2
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*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission
*Benediction – Jude 24-25
Leader:

[24] Now to him who is able to keep you from
stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of his glory with great joy, [25] to the only
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all
time and now and forever. Amen.

Announcements
MORNING PRAYER
Join us every TUESDAY morning from 8:00
– 8:30 am at the Advent Houston Office
(2617 Bissonnet St, Suite 200, 77005) or on
Google Meet with an RSVP to
taylor.leachman@adventpres.org for a
time of prayer utilizing the Daily Prayer
Project’s prayer resource.

Please check out our other events by visiting
adventpres.org/events or scanning the listed QR
code.
Media Release
Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly
newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being
present, you consent to being photographed and having
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church
at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston
2617 Bissonnet St
Suite 200, #227
Houston, TX 77005
(713) 364-6748

adventpres.org

ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND
EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER,
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA.
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