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The season after Pentecost Sunday and leading up to Advent is 
referred to as Ordinary Time. It does not mean the time is boring 
and mundane, but rather “Ordinary” refers to the “ordinal” way 
that the church calendar counts the Sundays from Pentecost until 
the Season of Advent. Historically the church has used this time to 
more fully flesh out Christ’s work in the lives of her people, in the 
church as a whole, or in Christ’s Kingdom over all the earth. Robert 
Webber writes that during Ordinary Time,  

Many worship traditions follow lectionaries that highlight 
the work of the Spirit in the mission of the church in the 
world. Other churches organize their worship life around a 
lectio continua, continuous readings from a given section 
of Scripture. Some worship traditions have also called this 
season ‘Kingdomtime,’ focusing on the kingdom of God 
that is present now and the one that will be realized in 
more profound ways in the future…. 

[Thus] the various Sundays are not connected by a 
particular theme. In Advent we await the coming of 
Christ; during Christmas, we celebrate his arrival; and at 
Epiphany, we proclaim that Christ is manifested to the 
world as Savior. During Lent, we prepare for the death; in 
Holy Week, we reenact his death; then in Easter, we 
celebrate his resurrection and complete the Easter cycle 
with the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit. But 
in the nonfestive season of the church year, there is no 
unified theme that ties the Sundays together. 

At Advent Houston, we want to use this “nonfestive” season to 
focus on our particular mission in this particular time and place 
that God has for particular individuals like us. We want to minister 
to one another in the distinct ways that we need to hear the good 
news of what Jesus has done, and we want to practice our faith in 
light of the truth that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will 
come again.   
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REFLECTION 
 

 
 
“Faith is better understood as a verb than as a noun, as a process 
than as a possession…. Faith is not being sure where you're going, 
but going anyway. A journey without maps.” – Frederick Buechner 
 
 
 
“Every day we need our gaze redirected from ourselves to God.”  
– Sinclair Ferguson 
 
 
“To abide in Christ means to keep up a habit of constant close 
communion with Him, to be always leaning on Him, resting on Him, 
pouring out our hearts to Him, and using Him as our Fountain of life 
and strength, as our chief Companion and best Friend. To have His 
words abiding in us, is to keep His sayings and precepts continually 
before our memories and minds, and to make them the guide of 
our actions, and the rule of our daily conduct and behavior.  
– J.C. Ryle. 
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 80 

Leader:  You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
 You drove out the nations and planted it. 
People: You cleared the ground for it; 
 It took deep root and filled the land 
  
Leader: Turn again, O God of hosts! 
People: Look down from heaven, and see; 
 Have regard for your vine. 
 
Leader: Restore us, O God of hosts; 
People: Let your face shine, that we may be saved!  
 

*Song – In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
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Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 

Prayer of Adoration  
 
 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:23-29 
[23] “Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far 
away? [24] Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I 
cannot see him?” declares the Lord. “Do I not fill heaven and 
earth?” declares the Lord. [25] “I have heard what the prophets 
have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, 
I have dreamed!’ [26] How long shall there be lies in the heart of 
the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of 
their own heart, [27] who think to make my people forget my 
name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their 
fathers forgot my name for Baal? [28] Let the prophet who has a 
dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my 
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?” declares 
the Lord. [29] “Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like 
a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” (ESV) 
 
Leader:  The Word of the LORD 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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New Testament Reading  Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2 
11 [29] By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, 
but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were 
drowned. [30] By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had 
been encircled for seven days. [31] By faith Rahab the prostitute 
did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
 
[32] And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets— [33] who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, [34] 
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were 
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. [35] Women received back their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life. [36] Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. [37] 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
afflicted, mistreated— [38] of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth. 
 
[39] And all these, though commended through their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, [40] since God had provided 
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be 
made perfect." 
 
12  [1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, [2] looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured.  (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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*Song – All the Poor and Powerless 
All the poor and powerless 
And all the lost and lonely 
And all the thieves will come confess 
And know that You are holy 
And know that You are holy 
 
Chorus A 
And all will sing out 
Hallelujah 
And we will cry out 
Hallelujah 
 
And all the hearts who are content 
And all who feel unworthy 
And all who hurt with nothing left 
Will know that You are holy 
 
Chorus x2 
 
Bridge 
Shout it 
Go on and scream it from the mountains 
Go on and tell it to the masses 
That He is God                                        (x3) 
 
Chorus B 
And we will sing out 
Hallelujah 
And we will cry out 
Hallelujah 
And we will sing out hallelujah             (x2) 
 
Bridge x1 
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*Affirmation of Faith The Moravians: The Belief of the Church 
(FROM “The Ground of the Unity” of the Unitas Fratum in 1957) 

 
Leader:  With the whole of Christendom we share faith in 

God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
All:  We believe and confess that God has revealed 

Himself once and for all in His Son Jesus Christ; that 
our Lord has redeemed us with the whole of 
humanity by His death and His resurrection; and 
that there is no salvation apart from Him. We 
believe that He is present with us in the Word and 
the Sacrament; that He directs and unites us 
through His Spirit and thus forms us into a Church. 
We hear Him summoning us to follow Him, and pray 
Him to use us in His service. He joins us together 
mutually, so that knowing ourselves to be members 
of His body we become willing to serve each other. 

 
Leader:  In the light of divine grace, we recognize ourselves 

to be a Church of sinners. 
 
All:  We require forgiveness daily, and live only through 

the mercy of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. He 
redeems us from our isolation and unites us into a 
living Church of Jesus Christ. 

 
Leader:  The belief of the Church is effected and preserved 

through the testimony of Jesus Christ and through 
the work of the Holy Spirit.  
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Confession of Sin  
(Adapted from Rev. Tod Loder’s poem Empty Me)  

 
All: Gracious and Holy One, Creator of all things, We come to 

you full of much that clutters and distracts us, stifles and 
burdens us, and makes us a burden to others.  
 
Empty Us now of gnawing dissatisfactions, of anxious 
imaginings, of fretful preoccupations, of nagging prejudices, 
of old scores to settle, and of the arrogance of being right.  
 
Empty us now of the way we unthinkingly think of ourselves 
as powerless, or as victims, predetermined by sex, age, 
race—as being less than we are or as being other than 
yours.  
 
Empty us of the disguises and lies in which we hide ourselves 
from other people and from our responsibility for our 
neighbors and the world.  
 
Hollow out in us a space that you can fill with our transformed 
selves, peace, a whole heart, a forgiving spirit, holiness, and 
laughter. Fill us with yourself, we pray, for your sake, and the 
sake of the world. 

*Assurance of Pardon Ephesians 2:4-10  
Leader: “But because of his great love for us, God, who is 

rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you 
have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ 
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he 
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is 
by grace you have been saved, through faith--and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 

 
Leader: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 

your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
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*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above Ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of the People 
People:  Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for 

us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: 
Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed 
steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Leader continues to intercede on 
behalf of the community, the 

Church, and the world. 

Leader:  We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us 
to pray, saying… 

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Yours is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.  
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*Gospel Reading  John 15:1-11 
[1] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. [2] Every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
[3] Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken 
to you. [4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me. [5] I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing. [6] If anyone does not abide in me 
he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. [7] If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. [8] By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples. [9] As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] These things I 
have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full.” (ESV) 
 
Leader: The Gospel of the LORD 
People: Praise be to you, LORD Christ. 
 

Sermon        Rev. Taylor Leachman 
“I Am – The Vine” 

 

Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you. 
People: And also with you! 
 

 
 
RETURN OF CHILDREN 
During the Offertory, “ADVENTURERS” teachers will bring the children back 
to the Sanctuary. Feel free to pick up younger children at this time as well.  
You may also wait to retrieve them, as childcare is provided for the 
duration of the service. 
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Announcements 

 
 
 
Offertory & Private Prayer 
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Celebration of Holy Communion  
 
People: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 
abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the 
same Lord, who always delights in showing mercy. 
Nourish us, therefore, gracious Lord, so that in partaking 
of this sacrament of your son Jesus Christ, we may walk 
in newness of life, grow into his likeness, and evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 
 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all 

times, and in all places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; 
evermore praising you, and singing… 
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People:  
 

 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Leader:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Leader:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
 
Leader:  The gifts of God are for the people of God. 
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We serve both wine and grape juice for communion. 

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is 
available along the edge. 

All communion bread is gluten free. 
 

  

Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This 
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church. 
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of 
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table. 

If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose 
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross 
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers 
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged to 
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion. 
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Communion Song – Oh You Bring  
Oh, you bring hope to the hopeless 
And light to those in the darkness 
And death to life, now I’m alive 
  
Oh, you give peace to the restless 
And joy to homes that are broken 
I see you now, in you I’m found 
  
REFRAIN: 
And you open the door for me 
And you lay down your life to set me free 
All that I am will serve you Lord 
  
Oh, you fill those who are empty 
And rescue those in the valley 
And through it all you calm my soul 
  
Oh, now you find me in my weakness 
And heal the wounds of my heartache 
And I worship you in spirit and truth 
  
REFRAIN 
  
All honor 
All glory 
All praise to you (repeat) 
  
REFRAIN 
  
And you open my eyes to see 
All the wonder and awe of Christ in me 
Jesus you’re everything I need 
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*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 
 

*Song – Benediction Song 

The Lord bless you 
And keep you 
Make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you 
The Lord turn His face toward you 
And give you peace 
  
Amen, amen, amen (3X) 
  
May His favor be upon you 
And a thousand generations 
And your family 
And your children 
And their children 
And their children 
  
May His presence go before you 
And behind you 
And beside you 
All around you 
And within you 
He is with you 
He is with you 
 
In the morning 
In the evening 
In your coming 
And your going 
In your weeping 
And rejoicing 
He is for you 
He is for you (Repeat 6x) 
  
Amen, amen, amen (Repeat) 
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Announcements 

 
LAUNCH SUNDAY! 
We will officially launch our regular Sunday 
Worship next Sunday, August 21 at 4:00pm 
at Congregation Emanu El.  
  

 
 
 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
Join us every TUESDAY morning from 8:00 – 
8:30 am at the Advent Houston Office 
(2617 Bissonnet St, Suite 200, 77005) or on 
Google Meet with an RSVP to 
taylor.leachman@adventpres.org for a 
time of prayer utilizing the Daily Prayer 
Project’s prayer resource. 

 
 
 

DONUTS in the PARK 
This coming Saturday, August 20, we will 
gather together at the West U Elementary 
Playground (at the corner of University 
Blvd & Edloe) at 9:00am. We will have 
donuts and coffee as we gather together 
with families to hang out and play. Email 
josie.dudzinsky@adventpres.org with any 
questions. 
 

 
Please check out our other events by visiting 

adventpres.org/events or scanning the listed QR 
code.  

 
 

mailto:taylor.leachman@adventpres.org
mailto:josie.dudzinsky@adventpres.org
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Media Release 
 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly 

newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose 
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being 

present, you consent to being photographed and having 
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable 
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church 

at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.  
 

  

mailto:admin@adventpres.org
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
2617 Bissonnet St 
Suite 200, #227 

Houston, TX 77005 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 
 

adventpres.org 
 
 

 
ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND 

EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA. 
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