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CHRISTMAS 
The season of Christmas is a 12-day period between Advent and 
Epiphany in which we celebrate the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 
The Christian church affirms that the God who spoke in the Milky 
Way into being is the same God who was born as a helpless babe. 
The God who created man and woman by the Word of His power 
is the same God who was nursed and cared for by earthly parents. 
So, we celebrate and remind ourselves of that beautiful mystery 
over a 12-day season. 

Our world sees Christmas day as the climax of the full holiday 
season, but we know that one day is not enough to celebrate that 
God became a man. One day is not enough to contemplate the 
self-giving love of Jesus Christ. Historically, Christmastide has been 
celebrated with feasting, dancing, and celebrating in addition to 
regular worship. 

Given that our cultural celebration of Christmas looks so different 
from the celebration affirmed through the church calendar, it can 
be pretty challenging to observe the twelve days as our brothers in 
sisters in Christ used to do. And that’s okay!  But in whatever small 
way you can, take the opportunity this year to keep the 
celebration going beyond December 25. Take the opportunity to 
daily read and pray about the beauty of God’s becoming one of 
us. Take the opportunity to feast and to rejoice with others. Take 
the opportunity to give gifts to others. Reflect on how God 
“moved into the neighborhood,” as Eugene Peterson so famously 
translated John 1.  And as you see how Christ has loved you, share 
that love with someone else.  

This is what it means to celebrate the full twelve days of 
Christmas.  May our extended celebration draw us closer to the 
God who continues to draw close to us! 
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REFLECTION 
 
"Thus, the Word becomes human, fully human: Jesus is part of a 
family and belongs to a village, he goes to school and plays 
games and learns a craft; he suffers injuries and tastes grief; … he 
engages in business and talks politics; he studies Torah and sings at 
synagogue and spends hours in prayer; he makes spiritual 
discoveries and wrestles with doubts; he embarks by faith on a 
visionary and controversial mission; he takes the risk of going public 
with his preaching and healing; he feels the pull toward fame and 
power but stays his humble course, and in the end he faces 
betrayal and endures death. 'He had to enter into every detail of 
human life' (Heb 2:17 The Message). We can identify with him 
because he so fully identified with us. God with us!" ― Bobby Gross 
 
 
“The Lord did not come to make a display. He came to heal and 
to teach suffering men. For one who wanted to make a display 
the thing would have been just to appear and dazzle the 
beholders. But for Him Who came to heal and to teach the way 
was not merely to dwell here, but to put Himself at the disposal of 
those who needed Him, and to be manifested according as they 
could bear it, not vitiating the value of the Divine appearing by 
exceeding their capacity to receive it.” ― St. Athanasius 
 
 
""We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they 
believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, 
but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all 
their hearts to know the source of it.”" ― Madeleine L'Engle  
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 97 

Leader: The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; 
People: Let the many coastlands be glad! 
 
Leader: Light is sown for the righteous, 
People: And joy for the upright in heart. 
  
Leader: Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 
People: And give thanks to his holy name! 
 

*Song – Joy To the World 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
  
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
  
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found 
  
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
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And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration - Author unknown (edited) 
 
Leader: Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and 

laughter, we praise you for the great wonders you have 
sent us: for shining star and angel's song, for infant's cry 
in lowly manger. We praise you for the Word made 
flesh in a little Child. We behold his glory and are 
bathed in its radiance. 

 Be with us as we sing the mysteries of Christmas, the 
incomprehensible comprehended, the poetry made 
hard fact, the helpless Babe who cracks the world 
asunder, the God who is with us. Amen. 

 
First Scripture Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
 [7] How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of him who brings good news, 
 who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
  who publishes salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 [8] The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for eye to eye they see 
  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 [9] Break forth together into singing, 
  you waste places of Jerusalem, 
 for the LORD has comforted his people; 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 [10] The LORD has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations, 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Second Scripture Lesson                                        Titus 3:4-7 
 
[4] But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, [5] he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6] whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, [7] so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. (ESV) 
 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Song – Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Verse 1 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
 
Refrain 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
 
Verse 2 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
 Refrain 
 
Verse 3 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing, 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Refrain 
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*Affirmation of Faith            Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
Leader:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
People: and the government will be on his shoulders.  

 
Leader:  And he will be called: 
People: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
 Prince of Peace.  
 
Leader:  Of the increase of his government and peace there will  
 be no end.  
People: He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
 
Leader: Establishing and upholding it with justice and  
 righteousness 
People: From that time on and forever. 
 
Leader: The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 
 
 
Confession of Sin                             (Rev. Giorgio Hiatt)  
   
ALL: Wonderful Counselor, we admit we pursue rival 

wonders and replacement counselors.       
Silence 

ALL: Mighty God, we acknowledge we wrongly view You as 
weak and ourselves as mighty.         

Silence 

ALL: Everlasting Father, we confess we act like unwanted 
orphans rather than loved children.     

Silence 

ALL: Prince of Peace, we own the fact we are often at war 
with You, ourselves, and others.        

Silence 
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*Assurance of Pardon                     Titus 3:4-5 
 
Leader: But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 

Savior appeared,  
People: he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy. 
Leader: May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw us to himself and cleanse us from all our sins, 
that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word 
made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
*Song of Simeon 
 
Verse 1 
Lord, bid your servant go in peace, 
Your word is now fulfilled. 
These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, 
This child so long foretold 
 
Verse 2 
This is the Savior of the world 
The Gentile’s promised light 
God’s glory dwelling in our midst 
The joy of Israel 
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Prayers of the People       (Forward Movement Prayers) 
 
ALL: Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is 

drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength 
known but the strength of love:  So mightily spread 
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered 
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of 
one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and 
forever. 

 
(Leader Intercedes on behalf of our community) 
… 
 
Leader:  We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us 

to pray, saying… 
 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Yours is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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*Homily Reading            John 1:1-14 
  
[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. [2] He was in the beginning with God. [3] 
All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. [4] In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
 
[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. [8] He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light. 
 
[9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world. [10] He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. [12] But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, [13] who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
[14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (ESV) 
 
Leader:     The Gospel of the LORD. 
People:     Praise be to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily        Rev. Taylor Leachman 
“The Savior of the World” 
 

Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you. 
People: And also with you! 
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Announcements 
 

 
 
 
Offertory & Private Prayer 
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Celebration of Holy Communion  
 
Prayer of Humble Access 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the LORD. 
 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: All glory and honor be yours always and everywhere, 

ever-living God and Father. We give you thanks and 
praise for your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who for 
love of our fallen human race humbled himself, and 
lived as one of us. In this mystery of the Word made 
flesh you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ. Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift 
our voices to proclaim the glory of your name and 
sing: 
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People:  
 

 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Chris will come again. 
 
Leader:  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
 and we have seen his glory. 
People:  Alleluia! 

 
Leader:  Come and be nourished. 
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We serve both wine and grape juice for communion. 
Grape juice is available in the center of the communion trays; wine is available 

along the edge. 
All communion bread is gluten free. 

 
  

Advent welcomes all baptized Christians to participate in the Lord’s table. This 
includes all Christians, whether members at Advent or at another church. 
Children who have been baptized and admitted to the table by the elders of 
this church or the leadership of another church are also welcome to the table. 

If you're still investigating Christianity, not sure what you believe, or simply choose 
not to participate, you may either remain in your seat or come forward, cross 
your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Feel free to use the prayers 
printed in the bulletin below. Non-communing children are encouraged to 
come forward to receive a blessing while their parents receive communion. 
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Communion Song – Savior of Mankind 
 
Verse 1 
Let the angels and archangels sing 
The Son of God, Emmanuel’s name 
Adore with us our newborn King 
Still the joyful news proclaim 
 
Chorus 1 
All heav’n and earth be ever joined 
To praise the Savior of mankind 
All heav’n and earth be ever joined 
To praise the Savior of mankind 
 
Verse 2 
The everlasting God comes down 
To walk with the sons of men 
Without his majesty or crown 
The great invisible is seen 
 
Chorus 2 
Of all his dazzling glories shorn 
The everlasting God is born 
Of all his dazzling glories shorn 
The everlasting God is born 
 
Verse 3 
Angels see the infant’s face 
With rapturous awe the Godhead own 
Tis all you heav’n on him to gaze 
And cast your crowns before his throne 
 
Chorus 3 
Now, he on his footstools lies 
For he built both earth and skies 
Now, he on his footstools lies 
For he built both earth and skies 
 
Verse 4 
By him into existence brought 
You sang the all creating word 
Ye heard him call our world from naught 
Again in honor of your Lord 
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Chorus 4 
Morning stars your hymns employ 
Shout you sons of God for joy 
Morning stars your hymns employ 
Shout you sons of God for joy 
 
 
*Closing Song – O Come Let Us Adore Him 
 
Verse 1 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of angels 
 
Chorus 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
Verse 2 
Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
Sing all ye citizens 
Of heaven above 
Glory to God 
Glory in the highest 
 Chorus 
Verse 3 
Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 
 Chorus 
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*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 
 
 
*Benediction – John 14:27; Romans 15:33 
 
Leader: “Peace I leave with you; 
 The LORD’s peace I give to you.” 
  
 May the God of peace be with you now and always. 
People: AMEN 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT DISCUSSION: January 29th 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
January 27th 
Interested in church membership? Our next 
membership class will be held at the 
Leachman’s on January 27th. Come and 
hear “All About Advent”. More details to 
follow. 
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Media Release 
 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly 

newsletters, on our website, or on social media for the purpose 
of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being 

present, you consent to being photographed and having 
these photos shared. For individuals who are not comfortable 
being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church 

at admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.  
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
2617 Bissonnet St 
Suite 200, #227 

Houston, TX 77005 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 
 

adventpres.org 
 
 

 
ADVENT’S HOUSTON EXISTS TO EMBRACE, EMBODY, AND 

EXTEND THE GRACE OF JESUS TO THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE GREATER WEST UNIVERSITY AREA. 
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