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Historical Text

The Bible contains the history of God'’s people. This means it also contains
history.

Galatians 3:7-9 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of
Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying “In you shall all the
nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with
Abraham, the man of faith.

Then we see approximately years of silence. There is no record of
or between Malachi and Matthew.

During this time, major changes in the world were occurring. A global
power rose to conquer and unite the civilized world.

What was this world power?

Octavian (Julius Caesar’s son) became the first Roman Emperor and is
renamed in 27 BC restoring Rome and
consolidating considerable power and beginning the Pax Romana.

Luke 2:1-5.."In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered...and Joseph went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child.”

Over years earlier in the prophecy from Isaiah and Micah, we see
details of this event long before the Romans were in power.

Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephratha, who are too little to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days”



God was at work the whole time! He is not just in control of His people; He
is sovereign over everything!

Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

How did these events prepare the way for the gospel?

- They ushered in the :
- They established - Greek

- They built roads that allowed safe travel.

- Emperor Tiberius ruled from 14-37 A.D. and lived in and
paranoia of and betrayal.

- Tiberius was known for those he suspected of

John 19:12-14, “the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are not
Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.’ So
when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out...and said ‘behold your
king.”

A source is a first-hand account of a topic by
someone who had a direct connection with it.

A source is one step removed from a primary source.
It may directly quote a primary source and add a layer of interpretation to it.

text — objectively describes some action that already

happened

text — prescribe action; imperative commands

History is categorically . It does not
approve or condemn; it simply tells.

The book of is our primary New Testament historical text,
written also by the gospel writer, Luke.




History Sample Passage
Acts 2:14-38

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my
words. "*For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour
of the day. "®But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:

7*And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams;
8 even on my male servants and female servants
in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
' And | will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
20the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.

22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God

with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as
you yourselves know— 2 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. #*God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be
held by it. 2° For David says concerning him,

"

| saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken;

% therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.

2You have made known to me the paths of life;

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.



29“Brothers, | may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3 Being therefore a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his
descendants on his throne, *' he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ,
that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 3 This Jesus God
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured
out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. ** For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he himself says,

“The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
35 until I make your enemies your footstoo

| m

36| et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Who wrote this book?

What time period does it cover? (Where does it fall in the larger narrative?)

What historical accounts does Peter reference in his sermon?

Why would Peter reference so much Jewish history in addressing these
skeptical Jews who could not see Christ as the Messiah?



