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Read Me First...

If You Want to Get the Most Out of This Reading

e Pray
Begin each reading day by offering a short
prayer to the Lord.

e Pray-Read
Continue by reading the verse for that day,
and praying over it in order to receive into

your spirit the nourishing element of the
Word.

e Read your daily portion
Now that your spirit has been engaged,
proceed to read your daily portion; taking
note of the words or phrases that you feel
the Lord 1s using to speak to you, and acting
according to those words by conversing

with the Lord, by making supplications to
Him, or by confessing to Him. Do not just




rush through your daily reading for the sake
of finishing the schedule—that is not our
ultimate goal. What we want is for all of us
to see what 1s God’s need and what is His

ultimate goal.

Have Companions

As you endeavor to keep this reading
schedule, you will discover that it is
difficult to do 1t by yourself. We encourage
you to find companions with whom you can
read through this book—find at least one! If
your companions are not in town, use Zoom,
Facetime, Hangouts, phone calls, or text
messaging to pray with one another and to
encourage one another to maintain the
schedule. Here is a zoom link we can use
for corporate reading time:

Click to Join



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83432580129?pwd=d25BRHdkSFZHYXhjRk1jNVRhU3l0Zz09

Monday, December 20

Luke 14:16 And He said to him, A certain man was
making a great dinner and invited many,

Chapter One
God’s Need

Luke 14:17 says, “Come, for all things are now
ready.” This is a Declaration of God in the
universe: “Come, for all things are now ready.”
This 1s a precious utterance. The words come and
ready refer to both God and us. God is ready, but
we need to come. I hope that we all can recite this
sentence: “Come, for all things are now ready.”

Man Having Feelings Only For His Need

Today it is not my intention to preach the word or
to study the Bible; I only desire to give a
testimony. The Lord in His grace has led me in
my living and work to see, understand, and live
according to one matter. Therefore, I am happy



and willing to testify concerning this matter,
which the Lord has enabled me to see, obtain,
enter into, and enjoy.

I want to speak of God's need. When I first began
to work for God, I did not see God’s need; I saw
only man’s need. It is easy to understand that man
has needs, but do we have a sense of God’s need?
For example, preachers pay attention to man’s
need when they speak of the salvation that is
available for sinners. Their speaking is based on
the thought that human beings have failed and are
in need of victory over sin or that human beings
are indifferent and in need of encouragement. In
addition, they also speak of man’s need for
power, love, faithfulness, holiness, vigor, and so
forth. Even when we receive light in reading the
Word or in listening to messages, our light almost
always relates to man s need.

Consequently, since our heart is focused on man’s
need, our eyes see only man’s need. It is easy for
us to see that people are cold and indifferent and
that they are not filled with the Holy Spirit. It 1s
also easy for us to see the need to preach the



Word. It is not uncommon for a preacher to say,
“The harvest is ripe, but the workers are few.

There are so many people in need of salvation!
These human souls are precious. I cannot bear to
see them being cast into the lake of fire.

Therefore, I need to preach.” Everywhere I go, |
meet people who say, “We are weak, and we have
many failures. We need you to come and help
us.” This shows that our focus i1s on man’s need.

God Having A Need

Today by the Lord’s grace we need to turn our
eyes from the earth to heaven to see a need that is
immensely greater than man’s need—God’s need.
Without seeing God’s need, it is difficult for
people who do not have a sense of need to be
saved. Furthermore, without seeing God’s need, it
1s difficult for those who are saved to have a
heavenly living or to obtain power and faith. May
these words lead us to see the need on God’s side

so that our attention can be shifted from man to
God.



God’s Need Being Greater Than Man’s Need

Some may ask, “Who has a greater need in the
universe, man or God?” The Bible shows that
God’s need i1s primary, whereas man’s need is
secondary. Let us compare and see who has a
greater need.

We know that sinners need salvation, but have we
ever considered that salvation needs sinners? Yes,
sinners need salvation, but salvation needs
sinners. We often say that a certain person needs
the power of the Holy Spirit, but conversely, we
should ask, “Does not the power of the Holy
Spirit need a person?” Likewise, many people
think that a wandering son needs his father, but
very few think that the father needs his
wandering son to return.

In Luke 15 there is a story of the prodigal son
whose garment was worn and who was hungry,
thirsty, and filthy. In response to these needs his
father prepared the best robe, a ring, sandals, and
a feast of a fattened calf. Still I would ask,
“Whose need was greater—the son’s or the
father’s?” The son was not happy without his



father, but the father was not happy without his
son. Those who know God would say that the
father had a greater need. When the prodigal son
returned home, there was a robe waiting for him.
The son was not even expecting the robe. When
the son returned, he said, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son” (v. 21). Without
waiting for the son to finish his speaking, the
father said to his slaves, “Bring out quickly the
best robe and put it on him” (v. 22). The word the
in verse 22 is precious because it shows that a
robe was prepared by the father and was waiting
for the son. While the father was preparing the
robe, perhaps he said, “I have made a robe for my
older son, but I have to make another robe, which
will be the best robe, because my younger son is
wandering outside and has not returned.”

The father did not even have to tell the slaves
where to find the robe. The father only said,
“Bring out quickly the best robe.” It seems as if
the slaves knew where to find the robe because
everyone knew that the father had prepared a
robe, the best robe, for his son. This is the reason



[ say that it was the robe that was waiting for the
son, not the son who was waiting for the robe.
This speaks of the father’s need, not the son’s
need. We should not see merely man’s need; we
need to see God’s need even more. We all need to
go and cry out to the world, “God needs man!”



Tuesday, December 21

Luke 14:17 And he sent his slave at the dinner hour to
say to those who had been invited, Come, for all things
are now ready.

All Things Being Now Ready

In the Bible God likens His salvation to a dinner
(14:16). Have you ever heard someone invite a
guest, saying, “I would like to invite you to
dinner because I am concerned that you have
nothing to eat”? If someone invited me in this
way, I probably would rather be hungry than eat
dinner with him. We do not invite someone to
dinner because he i1s in need of our dinner but
because our dinner needs him. We invite people
to dinner because we want them to come and
enjoy our dinner, not because they are hungry.

It 1s not unusual for employees to refuse to work
or for students to refuse to go to class, and it is
not too strong to say that we often refuse God’s
invitation to dinner. This really grieves His heart.
If we were to see God’s need, we would realize



that 1t 1s quite easy to be saved. This i1s because
God needs man even more than man needs Him.

If we see this, we will say, “Thank the Lord, it
was not me but God who was more concerned
that I needed to be saved. It was not me but God
who was more concerned that I needed power. It
was not me but God who was more concerned
that I needed faith. It was not me but God who
was more concerned that I needed to be fervent.”

We need to see that God truly needs us. Actually,
there 1s no one who feels that he needs God, and
there is no one who seeks God (Rom. 3:11).
There is none. It 1s God who seeks man, and it is
God who finds man. It 1s not we who want God;
it 1S God who wants us. It is not we who choose
God; it is God who chooses us. It is not we who
love God; it 1s God who loves us. Our Lord was
incarnated so that we could receive Him.

If we see that God needs us more than we need
Him, we will realize that it is quite easy to be
saved and to be faithful. We will even be able to



say, “O God, it 1s not me who needs You; it is
You who needs me. It is not that I need Your
grace because I am weak but that Your grace
needs my weakness.” We should be able, like

Paul, to say, “Most gladly therefore I will rather
boast in my weaknesses that the power of Christ
might tabernacle over me” (2 Cor. 12:9). The
power of Christ cannot be manifested without our
weaknesses. We should thank God that our
weaknesses give Him the opportunity to shine
forth. Although we certainly cannot do anything
without God, He cannot be expressed to others
without us. The more Paul boasted in his
weaknesses, the more God shined forth from him.
Paul even Decemberlared, “Where sin abounded,
grace has superabounded” (Rom. 5:20). It is not
light bulbs that need electricity; it is electricity
that needs light bulbs in order to express its
power as light.

If you think that your children are so
troublesome, you need to realize that the more
children you have, the more opportunity there is



for you to be connected to God, just as a light
bulb is connected to electricity. If you are afraid
of being bothered by people, you need to realize
that every troublesome person whom you
encounter is another opportunity to be connected
to God. God supplies us according to our need.

This i1s a principle. When we are weak, His
strength can be displayed. When we fail, His
victory can be displayed. When we are poor, His
riches can be displayed.

“Come, For All Things Are Now Ready”
We need to come, for all things are now ready.
There 1s no need for us to bring anything or to
exert any effort, because the Lord has prepared
everything for us. We should not only come but
also open ourselves to fully enjoy Him. If a
person is not saved, he needs to come and receive
salvation, and if a person is saved, he needs to
come and enjoy salvation. Some are saved but are
not overcoming; some are saved but are not filled
with the Holy Spirit; some are saved but are not
living a heavenly life; some are saved but are



without peace. We need to come as we are,
without struggling and striving, no matter what
our condition 1s. If we lack power, if we lack
faith, or if we lack a fervent pursuit, we need only
to come because all things are now ready.

One day two foreign soldiers came to the meeting
place in Tsingtao to buy wine. The brothers who
were there told them that the meeting place had
no wine for sale. The soldiers were surprised
because a verse written on the outside wall said,
“Come, for all things are now ready.” They asked
the brothers, “Does this not mean that people can
come and buy wine to drink?” When they asked
this, the brothers encouraged them to come and
receive salvation. Like these soldiers, we need to
come because all things are now ready. We need
to come to the Lord with our sins and with our
weaknesses so that we can meet His need to be
expressed through us.



Wednesday, December 22

Matt. 22:2 The kingdom of the heavens has become like
a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son.

Chapter Two
Responding to God’s Need

In Luke 14:16-17 Jesus spoke to one of the rulers
of the Pharisees, saying, “A certain man was
making a great dinner and invited many; and he
sent his slave at the dinner hour to say to those
who had been invited, Come, for all things are
now ready.” Again, I hope that we all would be
able to recite the last sentence: “Come, for all
things are now ready.” The two most crucial
words in this sentence are come and ready.

Ready is a precious word in the Bible. Do you
want to be saved? Salvation 1s ready! Do you
want to be victorious? Victory is ready! Do you
want to be filled with the Holy Spirit? The filling
of the Holy Spirit is ready! Everything on God’s



side 1s ready; God has accomplished and
prepared everything. On man’s side, however,
there 1s still a need to come. Since God has
prepared everything, man needs only to come and
receive. God has prepared salvation for all the
people in the world, but not everyone has been
saved, because not everyone has come to God.
The Holy Spirit has been poured out, but not
everyone has received this outpouring, because
not everyone has come to God.

Although all things are ready on the Lord’s side,
if a person is unwilling to come to God, he
cannot be saved, victorious, or fervent. The
burden of this chapter is more on our coming
than on God making everything ready.

Man’s Need Showing God’s Need
In the universe there are two aspects of need:
man’s need and God’s need. In the parable in
Luke 15, the son needs the robe, but the robe also
needs the son. When these needs are considered
in comparison, man’s need is not as great as

God’s need. Matthew 22:2 says, “The kingdom of



the heavens has become like a king who prepared
a wedding feast for his son.” Man surely needs to
come to the feast, but God needs man to come to
the feast.

Actually, our need shows that God has a need;
our need reveals God’s need. Just as a son needs
joy, a father also needs joy. Any lack that we may
feel speaks of a corresponding need of God. Our
lack of joy, for example, reveals God’s need to be
our joy. Our need reveals God’s need; our need

shows the need of heaven, that is, the need of
God.

People often say, “I need zeal. I need faithfulness.
I need faith.” This kind of speaking reveals that
these needs correspond to God’s need to be these
things to us. When there is no rest in a heart on
earth, there is also no rest in heaven. When there
1S no joy in a heart on earth, there is a need
related to joy in heaven.

In John 4 there is a record of a man asking an
immoral woman for a drink (v. 7). This man was



the Son of God, our Lord Jesus. Although the
Lord Jesus asked the woman for a drink, did He
really want only some water to drink?
Furthermore, did the woman even give Him

water to drink? No. The Lord was thirsty because
He met a woman whose heart was thirsty. When
the woman heard the Lord speak to her about
living water, she drank of this water from Him,
and then she went into the city to testify of the
Lord. She did not give the Lord a drink, but
instead, she drank of the Lord’s living water.
When she was no longer thirsty, the Lord also
was no longer thirsty. When the disciples
returned and offered Him some food to eat, He
did not eat, because He was neither hungry nor
thirsty: “The disciples therefore said to one
another, Has anyone brought Him anything to
cat? Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will
of Him who sent Me and to finish His work™ (vv.
33-34). God’s work is to satisfy man’s need.

The parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15 also
shows that when there is an unhappy son outside



the house, there i1s an unhappy father inside the
house. The extent of our need reveals the extent
of God’s need. We need God, but God needs us
even more. God needs man more than man needs

God. If we see this, we will thank and praise
God.



Thursday, December 23

John 17:10 And all that is Mine is Yours, and Yours
Mine; and I have been glorified in them.

God’s Need Being to Give

God’s need i1s not related to us giving Him
something but to Him giving us Himself. He
wants to give us Himself. God’s need is not
related to us doing something for Him but to Him
doing something in us. God’s need is not related
to us giving Him something because He 1s poor.
Rather, His need is related to Him being able to
give us something because He is rich. God has
everything, and He only wants us. God’s only
need 1is related to man and even i1s man.
Everything was prepared in the father’s house in
Luke 15. The only thing that was missing was his
wandering son. Likewise, when God gains us, He
has no lack.

“Come, for all things are now ready” (14:17). If
someone who is invited to a feast brings a loaf of



bread with him, the host will not be happy. When
we go to a feast, we should not bring anything
except an empty stomach. Whenever I am invited
to a saint’s home for a meal, I always come with
an empty stomach, because I know that the host
will encourage me to eat more. When I eat at
home, I can eat less, but when I eat with the
saints in their home, it is not polite to eat just a
little. Every host enjoys seeing her guests eat all
the food that she has prepared. Likewise, God
wants us to come to His feast so that He can meet
all our need.

“Come, for all things are now ready.” God does
not want us to give something to Him; neither
does He want us to do something for Him. When
we come, we should not come with our hands full
of things, such as our own faith and zeal. We
should put aside our faith and zeal. God is not
focused on these things; He cares only that our
heart would be empty so that He can impart
Himself into us. From the beginning God has
been desirous of giving Himself to man, not of
man giving something to Him. We have nothing



to give to Him, but He has something to give to
us.

Responding to God’s Need With
Consecration

How should we respond to God’s need? The
proper response 1S to consecrate ourselves to
meet His need. Although some may say that
come in this verse refers to faith, it also speaks of
consecration. God has a need, and we need to
consecrate ourselves to respond to His need.

Many of us have an improper understanding of
consecration. We think that consecration is a
dreadful matter because it will result only in the
end of our enjoyment of the pleasures of the
world. However, the universe contains more than
just the earth, and there is more than just man in
the universe. The universe contains both the
heavens and the earth and both God and man. We
need to consecrate ourselves in order to enjoy the
heavenly things and God; consecration is not a
matter of dread but of joy.



Once I met a young lady in a meeting. Although
she was saved, she was quite fashionable in her
attire and adornment. After the meeting she came
to me and asked, “Is it all right for me to watch
movies after | am saved?” I realized that it would
be difficult to give her an answer. If I said, “You
should not watch movies,” she could be stumbled
by my word to the point that she would no longer
desire to follow the Lord. However, if I said, “It
is okay to watch movies,” it would confirm that
her love for the world was acceptable. Finally, |
said to her, “If a little child is playing with a
knife, what is the best way to safely take the
knife from his hand?” She had a keen mind, and
she immediately said, “This is very simple. I
would put some candy and an apple on the floor.
When the child sees the candy and the apple
rolling on the floor, he will drop the knife and
pick them up.” I then asked, “How can you be
certain that the child would drop the knife?” She
replied, “In order to pick up the candy and the
apple, which are better than the knife, he would
have to drop the knife. He would even lose
interest in the knife.” I responded, saying, “Your



answer 1s perfect. This is how God operates in us
to make us give up things like movies.”

To consecrate ourselves means that we are
dropping a “knife” in order to pick up something
much better. When we consecrate ourselves to

God, we can enjoy all God’s riches. For example,
when we willingly consecrate ourselves to God,
we touch God’s love, and when we give
everything to God, we receive everything that we
need from God.

In John 17:10 the Lord Jesus said, “All that is
Mine is Yours, and Yours Mine.” Because the
Lord Jesus was standing on the position of
consecration, He could say, “All that is Mine is
Yours,” and He also could say, “And Yours
Mine.” If we truly see the riches of our God, we
would be able to say this word and even desire to
say this word. If I were speaking to a wealthy
man who was willing to give me everything that
he had, why would I not be willing to say, “All
that 1s mine is yours, and yours mine”’? Our God



1s so rich! Why would we hesitate to say this to
Him? What are we afraid of losing? As long as
we give everything that we have to Him, He is
willing to give us everything that He has. We
should not hesitate in our consecration.
Consecration 1s for us to obtain God and enjoy all
His riches: “Come, for all things are now ready.”



Friday, December 24

Psalm 42:5 Why are you cast down, O my soul? And
why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I
will yet praise Him For the salvation of His
countenance.

Chapter Three

Satisfying God’s Need
God has a need in the universe. God does not
need man to give Him something, because with
Him there is no lack. God needs only a group of
people who would consecrate themselves as
empty vessels to receive His riches.

Consecration Being A Gain, Not A Loss

Consecration is not a sacrifice or a loss but a gain
and an enjoyment. Consecration does not mean
that we agree to do something for God but that
we agree to allow God to do something for us.
Consecration means that we cease to work and
instead allow God to work. Because we are filled



with concepts related to the law, we think that we
must do something for God, be zealous for God,
or accumulate some merit before God. This
thought does not come from God. This is the
principle of the law, not the principle of grace.
Everything that God gives to us is free. In the
kingdom of God there are no commercial
transactions; everything is freely given and freely
received. However, 1n Satan’s kingdom
everything is a commercial transaction; that is,
something must be given in order for something
to be received. God does not deal with us in this
way. If God did not provide us with sunlight, for
example, there is nothing that we could give Him
in order to receive sunlight. Without God not one
blade of grass or one flower would grow, no
matter how much money we could give Him.

It offends God when we try to conduct a
“business transaction” with Him. How much
money is one breath of air or one drop of water
worth? Some may say, “It is easy to determine
the value of water because every month I pay a
small water fee, and I also buy water for drinking
and laundering.” It may seem as if we were



buying water, but we are actually buying a
service from the water company; the water itself
has been freely given to us by God. If God did
not provide us with water, there would be no
amount of money that we could pay to a water
company in order to obtain even a drop of water.
Everything in creation has been freely given to us
by God. Just as everything in creation is free,
everything related to redemption 1s also free.
Whatever has not been freely given to us by God
is not grace. Consecration does not involve us
giving something to God; it involves us stopping
our work so that God can do His work. If we see
this, 1t will be a great turning point in our
experience.

Consecrated Ones Being Full of Joy and at
Rest

Many of us work in different places and at
different jobs. Do we have a sense of joy when
we are at work? Do we have a sense of rest? If
we are a consecrated person, we will surely be
full of joy and rest. A brother testified that when
he consecrated himself to the Lord in prayer, he



was so happy that he wanted to jump. The more
he prayed, the happier he became. He said that he
felt a sense of joy throughout his body. It even
seemed to him as if his feet were happy and
smiling. After consecration God gives us
boundless joy.

Psalm 42:5 says, “Why are you cast down, O my
soul? / And why are you disquieted within me? /
Hope in God, for I will yet praise Him / For the
salvation of His countenance.” The psalmist
exhorted his soul to hope in God, for he saw the
salvation of God’s countenance. Verse 11
continues, “Hope in God, for I will yet praise
Him, / The salvation of my countenance and my
God.” Joy is a manifestation of God’s salvation in
our countenance. Do we express salvation in our
countenance? Many people have a long face
when they rise up in the morning, a face lacking
in salvation. Such a face is not the face of a
consecrated one.

One day a sister from a poor family was riding on
a bus. As she thought about the Lord, she became
so joyful that she could not sit still. The other



passengers on the bus looked at her with curious
eyes because they could not reconcile her
obvious joy with her situation of poverty. The
conductor even said sarcastically, “You look like
you are going to receive an inheritance from a
rich man who has died.” Instead of getting angry,
the sister said, “Yes! My Lord died for me, and
He has given to me a heavenly inheritance.”
Because she knew the Lord, she expressed the
Lord’s salvation in her countenance everywhere
she went.

If we do not express salvation in our
countenance, it means that we are not standing in
the position of consecration. If we do not have
joy and happiness in our daily life, we have not
yet been brought into the Lord to enjoy His
riches. Consecration is a great turning point in a
believer’s life; it is also the turning point in our
work. Every Christian should go through the
gateway of consecration.

Going Through The Gateway of Consecration

How should we consecrate ourselves? It is very
simple. We need to bring our position, our work,



our family, and our all to God, handing them over
completely to Him through prayer. When we go
before the Lord in this way and yield ourselves to
Him, the Lord will bear the responsibility, not us.
This is consecration.

The Lord has led me through such an experience
of consecration. One morning I felt strongly that I
had to pray. While I was praying, the Lord
showed me that I needed to go through the
gateway of consecration. Kneeling before the
Lord, I confessed my sins and then handed over
my ability and my speaking to Him. I also offered
my wife to Him, saying, “Lord, You have given
my wife to me; I hand her over to You.” I also
offered my children, one by one, to Him, saying,
“Lord, they are Your children; I hand them over
to You. Furthermore, I hand over everything else
that I have, including my furniture and my
clothing to You.” We should hand ourselves over
to the Lord in a detailed way.

If we are willing to have such a consecration
before the Lord, we will enjoy all that He has. We
must hand over everything we have, both within



and without, to Him.



Monday, December 27

Rom. 14:8 For whether we live, we live to the Lord, and
whether we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore whether
we live or we die, we are the Lord s.

Standing in the Position of Consecration
After going through the gateway of consecration,
we need to stand in the position of consecration
by faith. Consecration does not mean that the
circumstances of our living will change. For
example, our children and our spouses may still
trouble us. In such situations, however, we need
to stand in the position of consecration by faith.
The devil seeks to frustrate man’s salvation in
two ways. First, he hinders man from being
saved, and second, he causes believers to be
skeptical and full of doubt. Before a person is
saved, the devil tries to prevent him from being
saved, but after a person is saved, the devil tries
to make him doubt his salvation. Likewise,
before a believer consecrates himself, the devil
tries to hinder him from consecrating himself to



the Lord, but after a believer consecrates himself,
the devil tries to make him doubt his
consecration. This is the devil’s cunning scheme.

When a brother, who was a farmer, went to work
in his field, he was reminded of his need to
consecrate himself to the Lord. Therefore, he
prayed, saying, “Lord, I consecrate everything to
You.” Shortly thereafter, a question from the
devil entered his mind, asking, “Have you truly
consecrated yourself?” The farmer began to have
some doubts, and he said to himself, “Just in
case, I will consecrate myself again.” So he
prayed, “Lord, I give everything to You. I give
You my house, my field, and everything I have.”
After he worked for a period of time, the same
question again came to him: “Have you really
consecrated yourself?” When he began to have
some doubt, he realized the scheme of the devil.
In response, he inserted a wooden stake into his
field so that he would be able to point to the place
of his consecration. He said to himself, “If the
devil comes again, I will show him the evidence
of my consecration.” After a short while, the
devil again asked, “Have you truly consecrated



yourself?” The farmer quickly responded, “Go
away! I have consecrated myself to the Lord, and
this stake is the place of my consecration.”

When we offer ourselves to God, He is pleased to
accept us. We have no cause for doubt. When we
place ourselves on the altar, our offering of
ourselves is counted by God. We should have no
uncertainty about our consecration or about the
Lord’s acceptance of our consecration. There was
once a brother who had nothing to give to the
Lord. He was in poor health, and his situation
showed no signs of improvement. When many of
the brothers began to consecrate themselves to
the Lord and were full of rejoicing, he was
concerned that he had nothing to offer to the
Lord. The only thing he could think of to offer to
the Lord was his wife, who loved the Lord very
much. Even though he was afraid that the Lord
would call her for His work, he still offered her to
the Lord, saying, “Lord, I have nothing to give
You, but I offer my wife to You.” In his mind this
consecration was merely a polite gesture to the
Lord; he fully expected that the Lord would not
accept his offering. Little did he know that the



Lord truly wanted his wife to work for Him.
When the brother learned of this, he was very
disappointed. He later testified, saying, “I was
merely trying to be polite to the Lord when I
consecrated my wife to Him. Little did I know
that He would not be polite in return.”

Once we consecrate ourselves, we are in the
position of consecration. We must see that this
position 1s crucial. Once we stand in such a
position, we should not be afraid of anything. The
devil 1s afraid of our consecration, and he is
happy as long as we do not stand in the position
of consecration. We need to say to the Lord, “You
are the Lord; You should gain everything that |
have.” This word will not only touch God’s heart
but also scare the devil away.

A sister who was serving as a missionary was
traveling on a boat that encountered some pirates
on the sea. She prayed and received a word: “I
belong to Jesus.” When the pirates came to her,
she courageously said, “I belong to Jesus. You
cannot harm me unless Jesus wants you to harm
me.” This word scared them, and they were



fearful of harming her. One of the pirates,
however, noticed that she was wearing a watch,
and he demanded that she give him the watch.
She spoke to the pirate in a loud voice, saying, “I
cannot give my watch to you. I cannot give my
watch to a pirate. If you want it, you will have to
use force to take it because I will not give it to
you.” The pirate then forcefully took the watch.
When the leader of the pirates heard about this
incident, he returned the watch to her. At this
point she spoke to the leader, saying, “Look at the
dirty Decemberk. Are you not concerned about
sickness? You should clean the Decemberk.”
Because of her speaking, the pirates cleaned the
Decemberk. She did not suffer any harm, and she
was able to grasp the opportunity to preach the
gospel to them.

To stand in the place of consecration means to let
the Lord be the Lord, allowing Him to control
everything. After consecrating your child to the
Lord, you should ask the child, “Whose child are
you?” Surely he will say, “You are my father, and
I am your child.” Then you have to say,
“Formerly, you belonged to me, but you are no



longer mine.” The child might say, “If [ no longer
belong to you, I still belong to my mother.” You
have to tell him, “You no longer belong to your
mother either. We have consecrated you to the
Lord; now you belong to Him.” Then when your
child makes a mistake, you will have the ground
to show him the Lord’s interest in the matter,
which will give the Lord the opportunity to work
in your child’s situation. Many people rise up in
the morning and pray to the Lord, saying, “Today
I consecrate everything to You.” But when their
children make a mistake, they quickly act as if
their children belong to them, saying, “We are
your parents. We told you not to do bad things.
Since you did not listen to us, we are going to
punish you.” Parents who act in this way chase
the Lord away and give Him no opportunity to be
the Lord.



Tuesday, December 28

Matt. 8:26 And He said to them, Why are you cowardly,
you of little faith? Then He arose and rebuked the winds
and the sea, and there was a great calm.

Consecrated Ones Having Authority
We receive authority as soon as we pass through
the gateway of consecration. In Exodus 32 God
burned with anger against the children of Israel
after they worshipped the golden calf. He wanted
to consume them, and He said to Moses, “Your
people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have corrupted themselves” (v. 7).
However, Moses responded, saying, “Why does
Your anger burn against Your people, whom You
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power
and with a mighty hand?” (v. 11). With his word
Moses confirmed that this matter was God’s
responsibility. Because Moses was an absolutely
consecrated person, he properly turned over all
responsibility related to this situation to God.

Few among us can say, “My prayers are for the



Lord, not for myself.” Once there was a brother
who had a long-standing health problem related
to his stomach, and he often prayed earnestly
about his illness. One day I asked him, “When
you pray for your illness, is it for yourself or for
the Lord?” Saints, have you consecrated
yourselves? Are you for the Lord? Someone may
say, “I have entrusted everything to the Lord.”
But merely entrusting things to the Lord is not
enough; you need to hand them over to Him. To
say that you have entrusted yourself to the Lord
is like depositing money in the bank for
safekeeping but that can still be withdrawn at any
time. You may have entrusted everything to the
Lord, but the authority to use the things remains
in your hands. You should turn all authority over
to the Lord; only in this way can the Lord truly
bear our responsibilities.

A sister who was working for the Lord in a
certain locality lived by faith. One day she
received a letter informing her that two
classmates would be coming to visit on a certain
day. She had no food, and she became quite
anxious. She thought, “When my classmates



come to visit and I have nothing to offer, they
will say that my God is false. I cannot allow my
guests to go away hungry.” She then prayed
earnestly for this matter, and her faith was
strengthened. She said, “Lord, if You are not
concerned about being shamed, neither am 1. You
are the One who takes care of my living. If my
classmates come to see me, and I have nothing
for them, this is not my concern; it 1s Your
concern.” At that very moment a brother came to
visit her and gave her a small box that another
person had entrusted to him for her. She opened
the box and saw that there were bread, eggs, and
other food items. The Lord truly bore her
responsibility.

When the Lord and His disciples were in a boat
crossing the sea, a great tempest arose. The
disciples were afraid and anxious, so they woke
up the Lord who was sleeping in the boat, saying,
“Lord, save us; we are perishing!” (Matt. 8:25).
Their anxiety showed that they were not standing
in the position of consecration. If they were
standing in the position of consecration, they
might have said to the wind and waves, “Waves,



beat higher! Wind, blow stronger! The Lord is
here. Since He is sleeping at the rear of the boat,
we will sleep in the front.” We have no need to
fear anything when we are standing in the
position of consecration.

We need to see that Jesus is Lord. We should
have no fear; we need only to hand ourselves
over to Him because He is Lord. We need to
rejoice and be at peace daily by standing in the
place of consecration. We should yield everything
that we have to Him and let Him do everything
for us. This will not put Him to shame; it will
glorify Him. He desires mercy and not sacrifice
(9:13). Mercy is what He gives to us, whereas
sacrifice is what we give to Him. The Lord does
not want us to give Him anything; His only desire
is that we enjoy what He gives us. In Luke 14 the
Lord spoke of a certain man who was making a
great dinner and who sent his slave at the dinner
hour to invite some to eat, saying, “Come, for all
things are now ready” (v. 17). We should simply
come. When we come, we will enter into His
riches.



Wednesday, December 29

Col. 2:16-17 Let no one therefore judge you in eating
and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a new
moon or of the Sabbath, Which are a shadow of the

things to come, but the body is of Christ.

Chapter Four - The Spiritual Significance of
the New Year

The Visible Body Speaking Forth the Invisible
Content

Although all the countries in the world use the
Gregorian calendar, that is, the so-called solar
calendar, those who study calendars acknowledge
that the Chinese Ilunar calendar 1s more
compatible with the seasons of the year. For
example, spring begins during the first month of
the lunar calendar; it can be said that the
beginning of the lunar calendar marks the
beginning of a year. This beginning, like all the
visible and physical things created by God in the
universe, has spiritual significance. Behind



everything that is visible and physical, there is
something that is invisible and spiritual. For
example, every person has a body, but the
purpose of our body is to contain the human life.
The body i1s tangible and visible, but the life
within the body is intangible and invisible.
Although there are both visible and invisible
aspects of man, the reality of a man is determined
by what is invisible. When a person dies, his
spirit and soul depart, but his visible body
remains. Nevertheless, everyone knows that a
person is no longer with us when he dies, even
though his body remains. The reality of a man
does not depend on what is visible and tangible
but on what is invisible and intangible.

Similarly, all the systems in the universe have
outward forms and inward contents; the forms are
visible, whereas the contents are invisible. The
outward, visible forms speak of the inward,
invisible contents. In the universe some of the
systems include the sun and the moon, and other
systems relate to time. There are three hundred
and sixty-five days in a year, thirty days in a



month, and twenty-four hours in a day. Many
people know that these systems of time are
related to astronomy, and they even speak of how
the times and seasons affect living things in
creation. However, if we ask the ones who knew
these things to speak of how the inward and
invisible matters relate to these systems, they will
be perplexed because they can see only the
outward forms. They cannot comprehend the
operation of the inward contents.

By studying the Word of God, in the first chapter
of Genesis we can see that God created
light-bearers, including the sun and the moon, for
signs, for seasons, and for days and years (v. 14).
At the end of the Bible, Revelation 21:23 says,
“The city has no need of the sun or of the moon
that they should shine in it, for the glory of God
illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” Neither
the sun nor the moon will be needed in the New
Jerusalem, because God will be the light, and the
Lamb will be the lamp. Hence, there will be no
need for the shining of the sun or of the moon.
This indicates that days, months, and years, as
well as seasons, are depictions of things that



pertain to God. The sun and the moon are mere
symbols, outward forms, but the inner reality is
Christ. Even before we come to the end of the
Bible, there is a word of promise concerning
Christ at the end of the Old Testament, which
says, “Unto you...will the Sun of righteousness
arise” (Mal. 4:2). Since there is a sun in the
heavens, we need to ask why there would be a
need for the appearing of another sun. Those who
know God will be able to answer that the sun in
the heavens is an outward form that serves as a
symbol of the invisible Sun, which is Christ.
Christ is the light of the people in the world (John
1:4). People can truly touch light only when they
touch Christ. Therefore, days, months, years, and
seasons are symbols that have a mysterious
content, which is Christ Himself.

Days, Months, and Years Being Opportunities
Prepared by God

Why did God order the universe according to
days, months, and years? Scientists tell us that the
existence and growth of living things, whether
plants or animals, are regulated by the cycles of



days, months, and years. God has ordained days,
months, and years for the existence and growth of
living things. Anyone who has ever lived in
northern China is aware of the fact that the time
for planting and sowing is in the spring of every
year. If the planting and sowing of seed are not
accomplished during the spring, a farmer will
say, “Let us wait until next year to plant our
seed.” If the time span of the universe consisted
of one long day, there would be only one
opportunity for life to exist and grow. Thus, if
there were existence and growth during this
period of time, there would be existence and
growth, but if there were a failure to exist and
grow, there would not be another opportunity for
life to exist and grow. Thankfully, God has
prepared and ordained numerous opportunities in
the universe, not just one opportunity. If we
experience a failure during one year, there will be
another year. If our work is not successful this
year, we can start again next year.

This 1s true not only in matters related to living
things; 1t i1s true even in matters related to
business, education, and a career. If we have not



done well in our business this year, we can start
again in the coming year. If we fail an exam this
year, we do not have to be discouraged, because
we can study more and take another exam next
year. If we experience some failure in our career
this year, we should not worry, because a new
year is coming. We would not have much hope if
the time frame of the universe consisted of one
long year. Then those who failed in business or
failed a college exam would not have another
chance. Thankfully, this 1s not our situation,
because there is always an opportunity next year,
and if we are not discouraged, we can take
advantage of the coming opportunity. The
opportunity for a new beginning is related to
God’s good pleasure.

In God’s arrangement we have opportunities not
only from one year to the next but also from one
month to the next. Merchants must make both
yearly and monthly statements. They reconcile
their accounts at the end of each year and at the
end of each month. If business has not been good,
there 1s always the hope that next year it will be
better. Furthermore, God gives us opportunities



not only year after year and month after month
but also day after day. It is truly wonderful that
we have a new opportunity every twenty-four
hours. If we do not do well today, we can start
again tomorrow. If we fail today, we can rest for a
night and have a new opportunity in the morning.
Days, months, and years are truly meaningful.
Most living things grow day by day, month by
month, and year by year. Human beings are no
exception to this rule.

All these outward matters speak of spiritual
matters. God 1s our sun and our light-bearer. We
depend on Him for our existence and for our
growth in life. He is constantly presenting us with
opportunities to grow. Being defeated in a certain
matter does not mean that we will have no further
opportunities to overcome. According to the
changing of days, months, and years, God gives
us new opportunities every day, every month, and
every year.



Thursday, December 30

Exo. 12:2 This month will be the beginning of months
for you, it shall be the first of the months of the year to
you.

Every Day, Month, and Year Being a New
Beginning
In our spiritual life we have spiritual days,
months, and years. In the Old Testament God
charged the children of Israel to keep the
passover before leaving Egypt. This was a great
beginning. He wanted them to consider the month
of Abib, the first month, to be the beginning of
months, the first of the months of the year (Exo.
12:1-2; 34:18). The Israelites kept the passover as
a new beginning; it was not a small beginning but
a great beginning. Because of this beginning,
they were able to serve God according to an order
of worship in the tabernacle. The book of
Numbers also speaks of “the beginnings of your
months,” which refers to times set according to
new moons (10:10; 28:11). A new moon is a



lesser beginning. The beginning of a year is a
great beginning, whereas the beginning of a
month is a lesser beginning. God also required
the Israelites to worship daily in the morning and
at night (Lev. 6:9, 12). The beginning of a day is
a small beginning. The days, months, and years
of the Israelites were full of spiritual significance.
When we are saved, we experience the reality of
the passover, which is a great and new beginning.
Thereafter, God desires that we have a new
beginning every month and even a new beginning
every day.

When I was saved by the Lord’s grace, I truly
experienced the Feast of the Passover. At that
time I had an earnest desire to pursue the Lord,
read the Word, preach the gospel, and offer
material things. However, as men, we are weak,
and even though I had such a desire, I was not
successful in practice. Instead, I failed frequently.
As I look back at my life during those years, |
feel as though I was short in reading the Word,
poor in prayer, loose in preaching the gospel, and
unfaithful in material offerings. Many times it
seemed as if I had reached the end of a month



marked by a waning and even a disappearing
moon. Yet, amazingly, at these very moments a
new spiritual moon would arrive. I was able to let
the previous experiences pass and begin again as
if it were the first day of a new month. From the
first day of this new moon, my reading of the
Word was fresh, my prayer was enjoyable, and
my zeal for preaching the gospel was stirred up
again. [ was in the enjoyment of the shining of a
new spiritual moon. This shining would last for
several weeks, as if my experience, like the
moon, were rising to the full. However, a full
moon does not last very long; it was not
uncommon to lose this sense of fullness in my
spiritual pursuit. Consequently, at a certain point
and often for no apparent reason, I would not feel
like getting out of bed. I also would lose my
desire to read the Bible, my strength for prayer,
and my interest in preaching the gospel. This was
the waning of my spiritual moon. After eight or
ten days in this condition, it would seem as if the
moon had disappeared completely. Rather than
light, I had a sense only of darkness. Even in the
midst of this discouragement, however, there



would be the coming of a new moon. Then, once
again, [ would feel like getting up in the morning,
reading the Bible, praying, and preaching the
gospel. I believe that we all have had such
experiences related to a spiritual new moon.

In addition to the experience of a new month, we
also have experiences of a new day. For example,
we may hear a message on the Lord’s Day
encouraging us to rise up early in the morning to
draw near to the Lord, to read His Word, and to
fellowship with Him. After hearing such a
message, we may be touched throughout the day
and look forward to the coming of the next
morning. Consequently, we will rise up early the
next day in order to have morning watch and to
draw near to the Lord. As a result of this morning
watch, we enjoy an overcoming life the whole
day without a failure. With such an encouraging
experience, we again rise up early the next
morning to have fresh prayer and sweet
fellowship with the Lord. Even though we may
experience no failure in the morning, a little
carelessness may cause us to lose our temper in a
small way in the afternoon. Because of this little



failure, we will be somewhat depressed and
discouraged when we return home. Nevertheless,
after resting at night, we can have a new
beginning when we rise up in the morning. We
can pray to the Lord and fellowship with Him so
that the brightness of His shining may rise up in
us once again. This is the experience of a new
day.

In spiritual matters we all experience new days,
new months, and new years. The beginning of the
approaching lunar year should not point us only
toward a new day or a new month but to the
beginning of a new spiritual year. We should have
more than a new day or a new month; we should
also have the experience of a new year.
Regrettably, many Christians celebrate a new
calendar year every year, but they never enter
into a new spiritual year. Many Christians have
been saved five, ten, or even twenty years, and at
the end of a year they buy food and new clothes,
put their houses in order, and close their business
in preparation for the new year. While they
celebrate the new year, they do not prepare
themselves for a new year spiritually. Thus, there



1s no proper ending, no new preparation, and
hence, no new beginning.



Friday, December 31

Gen. 1:14 And God said, Let there be light-bearers in
the expanse of heaven to separate the day from the
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years,

Keeping a Spiritual New Year Before God
At the end of the year some saints not only enter
into a new calendar year but also into a new
spiritual beginning. At the end of the year and at
the beginning of a new year, they go before God
to review and settle their condition before God
from the passing year. Just as a businessman
settles his account at the end of the year, we
should review our spiritual account before God.
If we balance only our outward account but not
our inward account, we will enter into a new
calendar year but not into a new spiritual year.

I hope that from this year forward every saint will
have a proper spiritual conclusion to a passing
year and a proper beginning of a new spiritual



year. Not only should we have a conclusion
related to outward matters, such as our career, our
education, and our domestic affairs, but even
more, we should have a conclusion in regard to
spiritual matters. At the end of a year we need to
go before God and settle the accounts related to
our spiritual condition. We need to consider
before the Lord how we have spent our time and
the things in which we failed and in which we
overcame. We need to consider the areas in which
we responded to the Lord’s demands and in
which we rejected the Lord’s will. We need to
bring our spiritual condition before the Lord in
order to settle accounts and have a proper
clearance so that we can have a new beginning.

The Changing of Days, Months, and Years,
Depending on Light-Bearers

There are two very important principles
concerning days, months, and years. The first
principle involves their relationship to
light-bearers, and the second principle involves
their relationship to death and resurrection. In
regard to the first principle, days, months, and



years are related to light-bearers, that is, to the
sun and the moon. A day consists of the time that
it takes for the earth to rotate on its own axis,
whereas a year consists of the time that it takes
for the earth to revolve around the sun. Every
twenty-four hours the earth rotates on its axis,
and during this time there is one appearing of the
sun. Furthermore, every three hundred sixty-five
days the earth revolves around the sun in the
solar system. A day involves a small revolution,
but a year involves a great revolution. Both the
changing of a day and the changing of a year are
in relation to the sun. The changing of a month is
related to the revolution of the moon around the
earth. Both the sun and the moon are
light-bearers. Every changing of days, months,
and years i1s related to light-bearers. Because
there are light-bearers, there are days, months,
and years.

Every change in our spiritual experience involves
light, whether it is a great change like a new year,
a lesser change like a month, or a small change
like a day. Whenever we encounter light, there is
a change. When we met God, who is light (1 John



1:5), there was a change. When we met Christ,
who 1s God and who is light (John 8:12; 9:5;
12:46), there was a change. God in Christ is our
light-bearer. Without the sun, there are no days or
years, and without the moon, there are no
months. Likewise, if a person does not encounter
God in Christ, there will be no spiritual change,
either great or small. Every change in our
spiritual condition depends upon meeting God.

In order to have a new spiritual year, we need to
specifically seek God’s face and meet Him. We
should bring our condition, past and present, to
Him and place it before Him in the light of His
face in order to receive His shining. He is facing
us, waiting for us, and open to us. We should not
think that we are the ones who are seeking God;
actually, He 1s seeking us and waiting for us.
Rather than being closed, we should open
ourselves to Him. We should not treat our days in
a loose manner. When we approach a new
calendar year, we should come to God and open
ourselves to His light concerning not only the
state of our earthly affairs but also the condition
of our spiritual life. We need to spend some time



in the presence of God, presenting our past and
present condition to Him and allowing Him to
shine on us. As the Spirit, He will come to us,
and with His Spirit there will be light shining on
the items that we place before Him. When we
encounter God in Christ as the Spirit coming to
us as light, we will have a new beginning. When
we encounter light, we will also encounter God
as the light-bearer. These encounters bring in
changes that are like the changes associated with
days, months, and years. If we want to have
changes, from small changes to great changes, we
must meet God.



Monday, January 3

Phil. 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have
laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things
which are behind and stretching forward to the things
which are before.

The Principle of Days, Months, and Years
Being Death and Resurrection
I know of some brothers and sisters who have
always fasted and prayed through the night at the
end of a year, especially on New Year’s Eve.
They go before God, bringing their life and work
and their spiritual condition from the previous
year to Him, praying about item after item in
order to receive God’s enlightenment. When they
encounter His shining concerning their shortages,
failures, weaknesses, and mistakes, they confess
them before God and receive His forgiveness and
cleansing. With the exposure of their defects and
deficiency, they also pray to be supplied and
filled with God. Through this, they receive fresh



grace, fresh enlightenment, fresh power, and
fresh promises from God. Thus, they have a new
beginning before God. Their past is terminated,
and there 1s a new beginning for their future. This
illustrates the second principle related to days,
months, and years, which is the principle of death
and resurrection. The ending of a day and the
beginning of a new day illustrate death and
resurrection. Likewise, the ending of a month and
a year and the beginning of a new month and a
new year illustrate death and resurrection. The
ending and the beginning of days, months, and
years signify death and resurrection.

The course of our spiritual journey involves a
continuing experience of death and resurrection.
An ending and a beginning always are followed
by another ending and another beginning. These
endings and beginnings correspond to Paul’s
word in Philippians 3:13, which says, “Forgetting
the things which are behind and stretching
forward to the things which are before.”
Forgetting the things which are behind refers to
an ending, and stretching forward to the things



which are before refers to a new beginning.

On the first day of a new year we should realize
that the previous year is behind us and that a new
year, a new beginning, is before us. The former
things have passed away, and all things should be
new. In the light of the Lord, our former
weaknesses, failures, and mistakes will come to
an end, and we need not bring them with us. With
a new year we can have a new beginning, a good
beginning, starting in resurrection. The meaning
of the changing of days, months, and years is
related to encountering God as light and to
experiencing death and resurrection. We need to
meet God, and we need an ending and a new
beginning. We should not remain in our old
experiences, whether good or bad, because both
the good and the bad have been terminated so
that we can begin anew.

The Changing of Days, Months, and Years
Depending on God Himself

Every change within us, whether it 1s associated
with days, months, or years, depends on God.



God 1s light, and even death and resurrection are
of God. Whenever we meet God, we meet light;
when we meet God, we touch both death and
resurrection. Whenever we meet God, we are in
the presence of light; when we meet God, we
enter into death and resurrection so that there is
an ending and a new beginning.

God’s work in the universe is a work of
renewing. He wants to end the old things and
begin something new. When His work is
accomplished, He will be able to Decemberlare
that all things are truly new (2 Cor. 5:17). The
proper celebration of a new year is to have a new
beginning. We need to go before God and touch
His presence. When we touch God and meet God,
we will enter into a new year and have a new
beginning.

Separated From the People in the World

Meeting God in this way is not the same as the
New Year celebrations of worldly people. People
in the world celebrate the arrival of a new year
outwardly, but they do not experience a new



spiritual  beginning. Their noisy way of
celebration can be likened to the celebration of
the children of Israel at the foot of Mount Sinai,
who were sitting down to eat and drink and rising
up to play. Their sitting down to eat and drink
and rising up to play were related to idolatry
(Exo. 32:4-6; 1 Cor. 10:7). Worldly people today
celebrate the new year by sitting down to eat and
drink and by rising up to play. When those who
belong to God spend time to meet God at the
beginning of a new year, their meeting with God
1s not a time for celebration. Rather, it is a time of
sorrow, weeping, and fasting. When we see the
desolation of our personal situation, the failures
related to the church’s condition, the need for
salvation in many sinners, the shortage in
function of many saints, the lack of
accomplishment related to the Lord’s will, and
the frustration of God’s plan, we will be full of
sorrow and repentance.

Ezra 7:9 speaks of the first day of the first month,
saying, “On the first day of the first month he
began to go up from Babylon.” Ezra left Babylon,
a place of degradation, on the first day of the first



month; this is very meaningful. According to
8:21, Ezra proclaimed a fast for all the Israelites
who intended to return to the Holy Land so “that
we might humble ourselves before our God to
seek from Him a straight way for ourselves and
for our little ones and for all our possessions.” All
the Israelites who left Babylon, a place of
degradation and captivity, needed to fast on the
first day of the first month in order to grieve,
confess, regret, and repent before God, asking
Him for His grace and mercy.

If, by God’s mercy, we meet God and are
enlightened by Him at the beginning of a new
calendar year, we will mourn and weep instead of
celebrate. We will fast instead of feasting and
grieve instead of rejoicing. We will weep and
grieve, and we will pray and petition. Then we
truly will have a new beginning of a new spiritual
year. May the Lord be merciful and gracious to us
to bring us into a new spiritual year, year after
year. May we go before Him and ask Him to give
us a new beginning. May we be under His
enlightenment and receive His mercy. Such a
seeking will bring us into victory and deliver us



from the worldliness and celebrations associated
with a new calendar year.



Tuesday, January 4

1 Sam. 2:6-7 Jehovah kills and makes alive; / He brings
down to Sheol and brings up. Jehovah makes poor and
makes rich, / He makes low and also lifts up.

Chapter Five
Not Being Discouraged When We Fall
The Spiritual Path Having Ups and Downs

In the preceding chapter we saw that the visible
systems in the wuniverse have spiritual
significance. Now we need to see that these
systems in the universe do not operate along a
straight path. For example, there are mornings,
and there are evenings; there are days, and there
are nights; there are sunny days, and there are
cloudy days; there are summers, and there are
winters; and there are births, and there are deaths.
Moreover, there are things that bring joy and
things that bring sorrow; there are things that are
beautiful and things that are ugly; and there are



things that are sweet and fragrant and things that
are rotten and stinking. In the entire universe it is
hard to find any matter or principle that operates
on a straight path. There are ups and downs
associated with nearly everything. This is also
true in regard to spiritual matters.

In our human considerations related to our
spiritual life, nearly every Christian has the
concept that the path of our spiritual life should
be straight. After we are saved, it is our hope and
desire to follow the Lord continuously for our
whole life. However, this often does not happen.
When we are revived, we again hope and desire
to stand firm and to courageously follow a
straight path without any further failure. In truth,
no one’s experience of walking reflects a straight
path. Even though we are saved, we will fall
inexplicably and involuntarily, and after we are
revived, we later will fall again. At such times we
may wonder how we became so indifferent to the
point of backsliding, and we may regard our
situation as being so pitiful that it is impossible to
rise up. Nevertheless, at a certain point and often
just as inexplicably, we rise up and begin to love



and pursue the Lord once again.

These experiences lead us to an important
discovery about ourselves, the discovery that we
are not dependable or consistent. When we hope
and desire to stand, we fall without any
seemingly logical explanation. When we think
that we are finished, we likewise rise up again
without any seemingly logical explanation. After
we rise up, we often are even more determined to
be careful and to remain on a straight path.
However, at any time we can inexplicably fall
again, because even though a will to stand is
present with us, working it out is not (Rom.
7:18). In our mind and will there is a desire to
walk along a straight path, but in our actual
experience there are both falling and rising. We
want the sky above us to always be bright
without any sense of darkness, but there are
always an evening and a night, and the sky
always becomes dark at night. However, after the
night there 1s the brightness of the coming day.
Similarly, we rise and fall, fall and rise.

Can anyone say that he has had only an



experience of rising from the time that he was
saved and that his days have always been bright
with no hint of darkness? I do not believe that
such a brother or sister exists. Although our
thoughts are focused on a straight line, God’s
thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Isa.
55:8-9), and He has ordained a path that 1s full of
ups and downs (1 Sam. 2:6-7). After we
experience a day, we will experience a night.
After a summer there will be a winter, after a
spring there will be an autumn, and after life
there will be death. However, after death there
will be resurrection. God’s leading is not
according to a straight line; it is a path with both
ups and downs.

Our Circumstances Not Always Being Smooth
or According to Our Wishes

When a brother who loves the Lord considers the
matter of marriage, he thinks, “I am a young
brother, I have received grace, and I really love
the Lord. I have prayed and consecrated myself
to the Lord, asking Him to prepare a good wife
for me.” A young sister who loves the Lord also



will ask the Lord to prepare a good husband for
her. When brothers or sisters ask the Lord for a
good wife or a good husband, they mean a sister
or a brother who loves the Lord as much as they
do. Many young brothers and sisters pray in this
way, but their prayers often seem to produce an
opposite result. For nearly thirty years I have
been observing God’s children, and we have tried
our best to help the brothers and sisters
concerning their marriage, yet regardless of how
much we try to help, the results never seem to
match our ideal expectations.

Sometimes we had a feeling that it would be
good if a certain seeking brother could marry a
sister who truly loved the Lord. Or we thought
that a brother who had much light and a sister
who was quite spiritual would be a perfect
couple. We felt good about both, and when we
introduced them to each other, they too were
pleased. After they were married, however, we
discovered that the sister did not really love the
Lord that much. Sometimes we felt that a good
sister, who was even like Mary, should be
introduced to the best brother, to one who loved



the Lord very much. Little did we realize that the
brother would turn out to be very fleshly after
they were married.

We went to Tientsin to begin the work and
establish the church in 1936. While we were
there, we met a young brother who was in college
and who really loved the Lord. Because we were
at the initial stage of the church life, we
considered him to be a treasure. At the same
time, we knew a sister who loved the Lord very
much and who also attended the same college.
Eventually, they became acquainted with each
other. One day the young brother came to
fellowship with me and said, “Brother Lee, I have
asked the Lord to give me a sister who loves
Him. Do you think that this sister is suitable?” |
said, “She 1s a good sister. If she 1s willing, it
would be a wonderful match prepared by the
Lord.” When they were married, I was present at
their wedding, and I even spoke a word. We were
all very happy that this brother had been blessed
to have such a precious sister. We believed that
they were a good match for each other—one was
spiritual, and the other loved the Lord. As a



couple, we also felt that they could serve the
Lord. Regrettably, not long after they were
married, the brother found out that the sister
loved the world a great deal.

Even though some couples are very spiritual, and
both the husband and wife love the Lord, their
circumstances do not always turn out to be so
ideal. Shortly after a couple was married, they
began to have children. They prayed and asked
the Lord to cause their children to love Him, to
give themselves to Him, and to serve Him.
However, even though the husband and wife both
loved the Lord, their children did not love the
Lord as much. The couple prayed continually,
saying, “Lord, we give our children to You, and
we pray that You would call them one by one.”
However, none of their children were called.
There was another couple who wanted their
children to be saved and attend the meetings, to
listen to messages, and to conduct themselves
properly. However, they did not want their
children to be called to serve the Lord.
Nevertheless, their first child was called, and so
was their second. We were happy that the



children were called, but the parents were not
happy that they were called. Some saints want
their children to be called, but God does not call
them. Others are anxious over the thought of their
children being called, but God intentionally
seems to call them. This is very mysterious.
Hearing this, some may wonder if it is possible
for the parents and the children in a family to all
love the Lord. While we have certainly seen
situations involving a whole family loving the
Lord, even then not every situation is according
to our ideal. For example, the most spiritual son
may meet an untimely death, but a less spiritual
son lives a long life.



Wednesday, January 3

Isa. 55:8-9 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, /
And your ways are not My ways, Decemberlares
Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, /
So My ways are higher than your ways, / And My
thoughts higher than your thoughts.

Ups and Downs and Adversities Causing
People to Grow in Life
It 1s difficult for some to understand these
situations. When a brother who loves the Lord
marries a sister who loves the Lord, there can still
be problems, and when a spiritual sister marries a
spiritual brother, there also can be problems.
Sometimes there 1s no problem with the brother
and the sister, but their children grow up loving
the world more than the Lord. Even when
children love the Lord just as their parents do,
this positive situation may not last long, because
accidents and even death can occur. We have seen
many situations like this in the past twenty to



thirty years, and 1t was difficult for us to
understand and comprehend the Lord’s way.
However, now we can stand before the Lord and
say that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and
that His ways are higher than our ways (Isa.
55:8-9). We should remember that God has
arranged systems in the universe that do not
follow a straight line; rather, these systems
involve ups and downs. Autumn follows spring,
and winter follows summer. Night follows day,
sorrow follows joy, and death follows life. A
straight line 1s not God’s way.

God’s way 1s related to our growth in life. A wife
who loves the Lord will have fewer opportunities
to grow in life with a husband who loves the Lord
than she will with a husband who does not love
the Lord as much. Children who are disobedient
cause their parents to grow in life more than
children who love the Lord. If there is birth but
no death, there will be little growth, and if there
1s day but no night, there also will be little
growth.

Many animals and plants need overcast and rainy



days as well as sunny days; they need night as
well as day; they need winter as well as summer.
I have lived in Southeast Asia for extended
periods of time, and it is accurate to say that the
food produced in a hot climate is not as tasty as
our food. Their chickens and ducks and even
their eggs are not as tasty as ours, and their fish
are not of equal quality to ours because they have
a summer climate all year. There are no cold
days. Every day i1s a hot day, and the constant
heat makes people miserable. Living things
cannot flourish without cold weather. With hot
and cold days and even daytime as well as
nighttime temperatures, every living thing grows
better. Even among the human race, people with
smart minds and strong character are associated
more with places that have variable seasons. This
i1s God’s arrangement.

Falling Also Being According to God’s Will

If human life involved only birth but no death,
only joy without sorrow, people would not
experience much growth. A person who can stand
without ever falling will not have much depth.



Those who are deep in the Lord are the ones who
have fallen the most. Hearing this, some may say,
“Is this not the doctrine of doing evil that good
may come, as Iin Romans 3:87 Are you
encouraging us to fall?” Although I wish that we
all would fall so that we could grow, I am not
saying that we should do evil that good may
come. I often tell people that falling is not an
easy matter. In fact, it is even more difficult to
fall than it is to stand.

However, when God allows us to fall, we will
have no way to escape; we will fall. David was
very pious and spiritual in his living before the
Lord. When we read the psalms that he wrote, we
can see that he was a person who lived in the
Lord’s presence. However, he did not know
himself, and one day the Lord seemingly said,
“Do you think that you are pious? Do you think
that you are spiritual? You need to see your real
condition.” As soon as God withdrew His hand,
David fell; he had Uriah killed and took his wife,
committing a great sin (2 Sam. 11:14-27; 12:9).
When David was about to sin, God could have
moved His finger just slightly, and David would



have been preserved from committing these sins.
However, instead of preserving David, God
allowed him to fall and go through a dark night.

We should not have the thought that it 1s difficult
for a Christian to stand. Rather, we should realize
that it 1s even more difficult for a Christian to
fall. Even though some may say, “It 1s very easy
for us to fall,” we could not fall even if we
wanted to without God allowing it. The only
reason we can fall is that God 1s willing to allow
us to fall into a trial that exposes our weaknesses.

A person who has not fallen once after his
salvation does not have a strong experience of
salvation and is not very deep in spiritual life.
Such a person may not have fallen, but he is not
truly standing either. At the most he is lying
down. A person who 1s lying down can never fall.
It 1s still possible to have an outward appearance
of being an active Christian, because even people
who are lying down can still roll around on the
ground. Other Christians may not be lying down,
but they are still merely sitting; consequently, it is
not easy for them to fall either. The people who



fall most easily are those who are not only
standing but even more who are walking and
running. Those who follow the Lord intensely
will fall the most, and the more intensely a person
runs, the more serious will be his falls.

Some may say that it is not a good thing to fall,
but falling is very beneficial. Anyone who has
not fallen is not deep in the Lord. Those who are
deep in the Lord are those who have fallen and
risen numerous times. Their spiritual life involves
both days and nights, springs and autumns,
summers and winters, and sunny days and cloudy
days. In their living there are risings and fallings.
As such, their living is in the hand of God, who
has no intention for them to remain on a straight
path.

Some may say that this i1s a dangerous way to
speak. However, it is not dangerous in any way.
Without the Lord’s mercy we could not rise up
even if we wanted to, and without the Lord’s
willingness we could not fall even if we wanted
to. Those with sufficient experience will worship
the Lord and bow down to Him, saying, “Lord,



You have the authority over death and life. You
have separated day from night. You have led me
with Your light during the day, but You have also
led me through darkness. Everything is of You.
You have been present throughout the entire
course of my life.” Jacob, in his old age, had this
view, and at the end of his days he worshipped
God, leaning on the top of his staff and speaking
of Him as “the God who has shepherded me all
my life to this day” (Heb. 11:21; Gen. 48:15).
Jacob’s staff was not a proof of his shepherding
of others but of Jacob’s being shepherded by
God. God’s hand is supporting me; when I fall, |
am still in His hand. He leads me in every
circumstance, whether it is a rising or a falling.
He is my Shepherd.



Thursday, January 6

Gen. 48:15 And he blessed Joseph and said, / The God

before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, /
The God who has shepherded me all my life to this day,

Worshipping God and Acknowledging that
Everything is of God
If we have fallen, we should not be too sorrowful;
rather, we should worship God. If we are able to
stand, we should not be proud; rather, we should
worship God. We should realize that the fall that
one person experiences today may be our
experience tomorrow (Gal. 6:1; 1 Cor. 10:12),
and the stand that one person experiences today
may be our experience tomorrow. We may be
standing when another falls. However, it 1s quite
possible that when he rises up, we may fall. God
gives us a night when we ask Him for a day; He
gives us a day when we are at ease with our
night. God gives us situations that are contrary to
our preferences in order to work Himself into us.



Our thoughts are focused on a straight path, but
His thoughts include ups and downs. Our
expectations are based on the thought of a
straight path, but God’s principles, ways, and
methods involve curves.

We are in God’s hand; we did not determine the
date of our birth or the time of our salvation.
Consequently, we should not assume that the path
ahead of us i1s in our hands. There is no need to
be overly discouraged or sorrowful, much less
boastful or proud, because everything is in His
hand. He will have mercy on whomever He will
have mercy, and He will have compassion on
whomever He will have compassion (Rom. 9:15).
He will visit whomever He will. He often comes
to people in the dark of a “night,” and He often
meets people when their “sky” is cloudy and
overcast. We touch Him more when we are
suffering, and we grow more when we are in
distress.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we may
increasingly worship Him, submit to Him, and
trust in Him. May we not be proud but humble,



bowing down to Him, worshipping Him, and
praising Him. When we stand, may we
acknowledge His grace, and when we fall, may
we receive His dealing. May we see His
considerations when our circumstances are
smooth, and may we realize His special visitation
when our circumstances are difficult. He wants to
lead us to walk on a way that 1s more difficult but
also deeper, a way that often is beyond our
understanding. Nevertheless, we need not be
fearful or anxious, and it is foolish to be boastful
or proud. Those who have spiritual light will not
be discouraged or proud, much less compare
themselves with others, because they realize that
everything is in God’s hand. God gives life and
allows death; He both exalts people and brings
people low (Matt. 23:11; James 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6);
He causes people to ascend and to descend (Eph.
4:8-9); He leads people to a bright day and also
leads them to a dark night; He provides smooth
circumstances and adverse situations (Psa. 23:2,
4). This 1s a law in the universe and in spiritual
matters.

Through these changing circumstances we grow



by being broken and delivered from the self.
When we are reduced, He is enlarged. When we
Decemberrease, He increases (John 3:30).
Regardless of how much we change, the intention
behind His hand never changes. No matter how
He deals with us, either by touching or by
seemingly not touching us, His hand upon us has
a consistent purpose from beginning to end; that
1s, He wants to work in us to the extent that we
will be filled with all that He is.

No matter whether we have fallen or have stood
in the past, we should worship God. We need to
prostrate ourselves before Him, confess that we
are untrustworthy, and acknowledge that His
grace 1s upon us. We need to ask God to open our
eyes so that we may know His ways and so that
our thoughts may be adjusted.



Friday, January 7

Chapter Six

Failures Enabling Man to Experience More
of God

Rom. 14:4 Who are you who judge another's household
servant? 1o his own master he stands or falls; and he
will be made to stand, for the Lord is able to make him
stand.

In the previous chapter we saw that God does not
lead us on a straight path; it is a path that has ups
and downs. In this chapter we will see that
failures enable us to experience more of God.

Failures Being Precious

As humans, we appreciate victory more than
failure, and as children of God, we would be very
satisfied if we experienced no failures in our
daily living. From our experience, however, we
should realize that failure is more precious than



victory. When I say this, I have no intention of
encouraging us to fail. It is useless to encourage
someone to experience failure, and it 1s useless to
encourage someone to seek victory. Whether a
person stands or falls i1s unrelated to the
encouragement he receives. We may think that
we are able to stand because we are strong or that
we will fail because we are weak, but those who
have sufficient experience know that it is not up
to us whether we stand or fall.

Romans 14:4 says, “Who are you who judge
another’s household servant? To his own master
he stands or falls.” This word shows that our
standing and our falling depend on the Lord. We
were created by the Lord. Our life and our breath
do not depend upon ourselves but upon the Lord.
Likewise, our ability to stand and overcome does
not depend on ourselves but on the Lord. On the
one hand, the Lord encourages us to stand and
not to fall, to go forward and not to shrink back,
to be victorious and not to be defeated. On the
other hand, none of these matters—standing or
falling, going forward or shrinking back, and
being victorious or defeated—depend on



ourselves. All these matters are in the Lord’s
hand.

Experiencing the Riches of God

We all are familiar with the Lord’s story in Luke
15 concerning a certain man having two sons (vv.
11-32). This story illustrates a great principle that
is difficult for many people to understand when
they first begin to follow the Lord. Only those
who have followed the Lord for a considerable
period of time understand the principle that God’s
riches can be experienced only by those who
have been defeated. Those who have never been
defeated cannot experience the riches of God.
The older son in Luke 15 apparently had no
experience of failure, but he also had no
enjoyment of his father’s riches. Instead, it was

the younger son who enjoyed the father’s riches
(vv. 23-24).

It is very difficult for someone who has never
experienced failure to be saved. A person with no
experience of failure 1s hindered from receiving
salvation, because in his own eyes, he is perfect,



strong, and able to stand. I knew a person who
was very highly regarded by others, but he was
also boastful. On one hand, he seemingly had a
humble disposition, but on the other hand, he was
boastful of the fact that he had never been in
trouble and had never failed. He often said that
many believers in Jesus and even preachers were
inferior to him, even though he was an
unbeliever. From his perspective, he truly was an
excellent man.

One day, when I was sitting with a senior
co-worker, I asked, “How can we help such a
person?” He said, “Brother, your friend 1s like the
older son in Luke 15, who kept his father’s orders
and never disobeyed his father. Just like this older
son, your friend has never fallen and has never
been in trouble.” Then the senior co-worker
asked me, “Why do you think that your friend
needs salvation?” I replied, “He needs salvation
because he i1s still a sinner.” The co-worker said,
“Yes, he 1s a sinner in Adam, but he is not a
sinner in his own eyes.” Then I asked, “What
should we do? How can he be saved?” The senior
co-worker replied with a very interesting word.



He said, “It 1s not enough for him to recognize
that he is a sinner in Adam. In order for him to be
saved, he must also see that he is a sinner in
himself. He has to pass through a great fall and
suffer a great defeat in order for him to be willing
to be saved.” I said, “But it is dangerous to
experience such a great fall.” He replied, “Are
you more concerned for your friend than God is?
Look at the younger son. God allowed him to fall
so far that he eventually was in a distant place
dwelling with hogs. God allowed him to be in
such a situation because only those who fall can
enjoy the riches of God. Your friend needs to fall;
without falling, he cannot be saved.” I said, “I do
not like to hear that a person cannot be saved
unless he falls.” The co-worker said, I
understand, but it 1s not easy for an ‘older’ son to
be saved. It is the ‘younger’ sons who are saved.”

What does it mean to be an “older” son? Anyone
who stands and does not fall is an “older” son.
Upon hearing such a word, some will probably
say, “Okay, let us all fall,” but it is not up to us
whether we stand or fall. Just as obeying God’s
commands i1s not up to us, being indifferent to



God’s commandments, like the younger son who
fell to the point of living with hogs, is also not up
to us.

The senior co-worker finally asked me, “Brother,
do you know God’s salvation or not?”” I said, “Of
course, I know. The Lord Jesus died for us by
shedding His precious blood. When we believe in
Him, we are saved. This 1s God’s salvation.” He
said, “What you have said is just doctrine; it is
useless. According to experience, the younger
son knew salvation, and the older son did not. If
you have never fallen or been defeated, you are
an older son, and you do not know what salvation
1s.” Then the co-worker asked me, “Have you
ever fallen? Have you ever failed? Have you ever
lived like a prodigal son?”” I answered, “I have
lived like a prodigal son more than the younger
son 1n Luke 15.” Then he said, ‘“Praise the Lord,
you know God’s salvation.”



Monday, January 10

Psa. 51:16-17 For You do not delight in sacrifice, /
Otherwise I would offer it,; / You take no pleasure in
burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; / A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will
not despise.

Receiving Grace Through Failures
When a person who has followed the Lord for
many years looks back and considers his past, he
will worship the Lord and say, “Lord, all the
failures that caused me grief have turned out to
be blessings.” When we fail, we touch and gain
the Lord the most. Persons who have no “holes”
cannot know God’s grace; only those who have
been broken can know God’s grace.

Consider the story of King David. From his
youth, whether in the eyes of his father, his
brothers, or King Saul, David was pious and
blameless. We all admire his condition. However,
this pious person did not truly know God’s grace
or experience His riches; consequently, God



loosened His grip on David. Once God loosened
His grip, David’s integrity fell apart, and his
whole being was affected. When he fell,
everyone who knew him probably felt that he was
finished because of the seriousness of his failure.
This was even David’s feeling about himself. In
Psalm 51 he says, “You do not delight in
sacrifice; / Otherwise I would offer it; / You take
no pleasure in burnt offerings. / The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; / A broken and a contrite
heart, O God, You will not despise” (vv. 16-17).
David said that his spirit and heart were broken.
A broken spirit is a sacrifice to God, and a broken
heart will not be despised by God. David’s spirit
and heart were broken not because of misery or
suffering but because of his failure, his fall. He
hated his failure to such an extent that both his
spirit and heart were broken. Despite his failure,
God bestowed grace on him because he was a
broken person. God can bestow His grace on a
person who has a broken spirit and a broken
heart.

Some saints have been saved for more than ten
years, yet they remain intact, without any change



in their being. They seemingly have never fallen
or been in trouble; they are complete in
themselves. However, such persons have little
experience of grace or knowledge of God. Those
who experience God’s grace and know God are
those who have experienced serious failures.
Such failures break a person in his spirit and in
his heart.

Being Broken Through Failures

There are many mysterious things in the universe.
Although we prefer the light of the day, the
darkness of the night is often more useful in
God’s hand. Although we long for situations full
of peace, situations full of suffering are often
more useful in God’s hand. In the same principle,
we long for victory, but we have little realization
that our failures enable God to give us more
grace. We desire to be strong, but we have little
realization that our weaknesses enable us to profit
from God’s riches. God will never remove all our
weaknesses; He will allow some weaknesses to
remain with us throughout our human life. Those
who have some spiritual experience know that



when we are strong, it i1s not easy to experience
the Lord. Rather, when we are weak, when we
cannot rise up to speak for the Lord, to pray, or to
bear responsibility, and when we have no strength

to handle difficulties, we experience and enjoy
the Lord.

Our weaknesses, however, are not as precious as
our failures. Did David experience and know
more of God before his fall or after his fall? Only
after his fall did he know more of God,
experience more of God, and gain more of God.
Failures cause a person who is whole in himself
to be broken. Once he 1s broken, he can receive
the great benefit of God working Himself into
him.

A brother who is seemingly perfect and who has
never experienced any trouble has little room in
his being to receive grace and to know God.
Although there is no ‘“hole” in his being, there
also is no entrance in his being for God. Without
a “hole,” it 1s not easy for God’s grace to enter
into him. Such a brother can attend meetings in
an ordinary way, sometimes sleeping during the



meeting and sometimes saying Amen. He can
meet week after week, month after month, and
year after year, but neither can he go forward or
backward.

Another brother may progress very well after his
salvation, but then, inexplicably, he falls,
backslides, and no longer meets for several years.
However, just when we think that he has been
lost completely, he will come back, and he will
be different than he was before. He will bear the
marks of being broken. When he speaks, he will
speak with humility and tears concerning his
failures, and even though he has been away for
several years, his words will help and encourage
us more than our words will help and encourage
him. I am not suggesting that a brother should not
meet for several years in order to be able to give
an encouraging testimony of recovery. Rather, I
am only pointing out that there will be some
genuine breaking and genuine supply in those
whom God has led through a period of failure.

Many years ago there was a brother in northern
China who passed through this kind of situation.



He fell and could not rise up for several years.
After he came back, he said, “Brother, it 1s hard
for me to understand why I fell and could not rise
up.” I responded, saying, “It is not difficult to
understand what happened. You were a
self-righteous and self-justified person who
needed to pass through a serious fall, a serious
failure. Before your fall you relied on yourself,
boasted in yourself, and had full confidence in
yourself. If God had not allowed you to have
such a serious fall, how would you have ever
known your true condition? You would have
never lost confidence in yourself if you had
simply not met for a few days. However, since
you did not meet for three years, you know your
real condition. In your present condition you are
a broken person, and your spirit and heart have
been broken as well.”

Some people exhort others to be humble, but this
is not helpful. We should be humble, but we
should not exhort others to be humble, because
such exhortations are futile. We need to realize
that genuine humility comes from failures. A
fallen and broken person spontaneously is a



humble person. Some saints boastfully say, “I
have never missed a meeting; I have never
fallen.” Nevertheless, in order for such a person
to grow and advance, he needs some experience
of failure. The way to receive grace involves
failure, and failures come when God loosens the
grip of His hand on us.

God is not concerned with our failures because
He wants us to know ourselves and to have no
confidence in ourselves; He wants our spirit and
our heart to be broken. God treasures and desires
a broken spirit and a broken heart because those
who have a broken spirit and broken heart will be
able to enjoy Him as grace. God’s greatest desire
is that we would experience and enjoy Him, fully
tasting of all that He is and has. However, we are
incapable of complying with God’s desire. We
think that we are able and sufficient; we rely on
ourselves and have confidence in ourselves.
Therefore, God is willing to loosen His grip and
to allow us to fall and fail like a prodigal son.



Tuesday, January 11

Luke 15:24 Because this son of mine was dead and lives
again; he was lost and has been found. And they began
to be merry.

Man Being Allowed to Fail

In Luke 15 the father, who represents God, acted
differently than we would as parents. When the
younger son said to his father, “Give me the share
of the estate that falls to me,” the father readily
gave him his share (v. 12). The father did not
respond by trying to exhort and persuade him to
choose differently or by withholding his portion
of the estate. Most parents would have responded
in this way, but the father immediately gave the
younger son his portion of the estate. Even when
the son was leaving, the father did not try to
restrain him. It seems as if the father was very
hardhearted and did not love his son very much,
because he simply gave up on him.

This 1s often how God treats us. He allows us to



fail. He allows us to leave with what we have and
lets us fall. However, when the younger son
returned after wasting all his inheritance and
living with hogs, the father blessed his son with
his riches, and they all were merry and rejoicing.
The father rejoiced because his son had died and
was made alive again and had been lost and was
found (vv. 24, 32). Anyone who has not died and
who has never been lost 1s an “older son” who
cannot fully enjoy his father’s love and his
father’s riches.

I hope that we can see this deep principle: One
who has never fallen or failed cannot know God,
experience God, or enjoy God. God has no way
to work Himself into a person who has no
“holes.” In order for God to enter into us for our
experience and enjoyment, we must experience
repeated failures.

Man Being Broken by Failure to Experience
God

Blessed are those who fall; blessed are those who
fail. Blessed are those who have not been



meeting for a long while, blessed are those who
cannot rise up, and blessed are those who are
weak. Our inability to rise up, our falls, our
failures, our forsaking of the meetings, and our
backsliding only enable us to be broken. When
our spirit and heart are broken and contrite, we
will prostrate ourselves before God and say, “No
one is more pitiful than I; no one is weaker than
I; no one has failed more than I; no one is in a
worse condition than 1. When we can say these
words, we will be blessed, and we will even hear
God saying, “Bring out quickly the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and
sandals on his feet. And bring the fattened calf;
slaughter it, and let us eat and be merry, because
this son of mine was dead and lives again; he was

lost and has been found” (vv. 22-24).

The benefit of failure is that we are broken; the
advantage of failure is that we enjoy God. We
should not look down upon the failures in our
Christian journey. Those who are experienced,
who know God, and who are deep in the Lord
will be able to say, “Thank You that You allowed
me to fail so many times. Praise You that Your



hand did not so quickly rescue me. Rather than
praising You for rescuing me so quickly, I will
praise You for not rescuing me quickly. I worship
You that You have allowed me to fall and fail and
even that You have allowed me to be indifferent
and to backslide. I praise You that my many
failures and my frequent backsliding have
enabled me to know myself and to be broken
before You. My heart is broken, and my spirit is
broken. Although I cannot lift up my head before
others, I have received Your grace and
experienced You. Because of my weaknesses and
failures, I can know You, experience You, and
gain You.” The more we follow Him, the 