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Week 6

BASIC LESSONS ON LIFE
LESSON FIVE

THE REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MAN’S FALL

Scripture Reading: Gen. 3:1-8; Rom. 5:12, 14-16; 7:14b, 17-18, 20-21; Eph. 2:1, 5a; 4:18; 1 Cor. 15:22a

I. NOT ONLY:

A. Transgressing against God’s Commandment
Romans 5:14 refers to “Adam’s transgression.” Adam transgressed against God’s commandment.

Man’s fall was a transgression against God’s first commandment. Adam forsook the tree of life, which
denotes God as life, to pursue the tree of knowledge, which signifies Satan as the source of death (Gen.
2:8-9, 17; 3:1-7).

B. Falling under God’s Condemnation
Adam’s one offense caused man to fall under God’s condemnation. Romans 5:16 speaks of Adam’s

“one offense unto condemnation.” Man transgressed against God’s commandment and fell under God’s
condemnation.

C. Estranging Man from God
Man’s fall estranged man from God. Genesis 3:8 says that man hid himself from God’s presence. Right

after man’s fall, man hid himself. This means that man was estranged from God. Ephesians 4:18 tells us
that man in his fallen state is “alienated from the life of God.”

D. Spoiling Man from Fulfilling God’s Purpose
Man’s fall spoiled man from fulfilling God’s purpose, which is to express God in His image and

represent God with His dominion (Gen. 1:26).

II. BUT ALSO:

A. Receiving Satan’s Evil Thought, Feeling, and Will into the Inward Parts of Man’s Soul
Through his fall, man received Satan’s evil thought, feeling, and will into the inward parts of his soul.

For this point we need to read Genesis 3:1, 4, and 5 to show that Satan’s thought was injected into man’s
mind, his feeling was injected into man’s emotion, and his will was injected into man’s will. This means
that man’s soul was stolen by his fall; it was taken over by Satan.

B. Taking the Tree of Knowledge into the Members of Man’s Body
Genesis 3:6 says that Eve ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge, gave it to Adam, her husband, and he

also ate of it. What people eat gets into their physical body. By eating the tree of knowledge, man took the
tree of knowledge into the members of his body.



1. Man’s Body Being Transmuted into Flesh
God created man with a pure body, but something of Satan was received into man’s body, and man’s

body changed in nature. It was transmuted into the flesh. In other words, it was corrupted. Man’s body, by
being corrupted in man’s fall, became flesh, full of lust. In Romans 7:18a Paul says, “I know that in me,
that is, in my flesh, nothing good dwells.” The flesh is the corrupted body.

2. Satan Becoming Sin within Man
Through man’s eating the tree of knowledge, Satan entered into man and became the very sin within

man. To see this point we need to read Romans 7:14b, 17, and 20. In verse 20 Paul says, “If what I do not
will, this I do, it is no longer I that work it out but sin that dwells in me.” Romans 7, especially in verses 8,
11, 17, and 20, indicates that sin is a person, the embodiment of Satan, and is living and acting within us.

3. Sin Acting as Evil in Man
In Romans 7:21 Paul says, “I find then the law with me who wills to do the good, that is, the evil is

present with me.” When Satan entered into man, Satan became sin within man. When this sin acts in man,
this sin becomes “the evil.” The evil is the action of sin. When sin acts in us, it becomes the evil.

C. Deadening Man’s Spirit
Man’s fall also resulted in the deadening of his spirit (Eph. 2:1, 5a). Ephesians 2:1 says that in our

fallen state we were dead in our offenses and sins. This means that our spirit was deadened. To be
deadened means that the function of our spirit was damaged. The deadness of our spirit pervaded our entire
being and caused us to lose the function that enabled us to contact God. Thus, through the fall, man’s soul
became one with Satan’s person, man’s body became Satan’s dwelling place, and man’s spirit was
deadened.

D. Letting Sin Enter into Man
Through man’s fall, man let sin enter into him. Romans 5:12a says that through one man sin entered

into the world. Actually, the world here means mankind. When sin entered into man, that really meant that
Satan entered into man.

E. Making Man the Victim of Death
The real significance of man’s fall is that Satan was taken into man, sin entered into man, and man

became a victim of death (vv. 12b, 14a; 1 Cor. 15:22a). Romans 5:12b points out that through sin entering
into the world, death passed on to all men. Death is the ultimate result of man’s fall. Romans 5:14a says
that from Adam to Moses, death reigned. Death even became a king. First Corinthians 15:22a says that in
Adam all die. Thus, all mankind is a victim of death through man’s fall.

In this lesson we see man became one with Satan in his three parts. Every part of man was ruined,
corrupted, and deadened, making man a hopeless case. Sin entered into man, moving, damaging, and
killing man, and man is now altogether under the tyranny of death. Man is a victim of death. It is not just
man transgressing against God, not just man falling under God’s condemnation, but man receiving Satan
into himself. Satan’s being entered into man’s being, and Satan himself as sin entered into man’s body,
making man’s body the flesh. Through all this, man’s spirit was also deadened.



We may use the illustration of a mother warning her child not to take in something poisonous. This is
the mother’s commandment. If the mother leaves home and the child takes in that poison, this is not merely
a transgression against the mother’s commandment. It is a receiving of the poison into the child’s being.
This is an illustration of what happened when man fell. When God comes in to save us, He does not just
take care of our transgression and of our being under His condemnation. He also works to take away the
poison and to rescue us from death.

QUESTIONS

1. Explain how man’s disobedience (Gen. 2:17) spoiled man from fulfilling God’s purpose in Gen. 1:26?
2. What happened to the three parts of man after man’s fall?


