PHILIPPIANS 3:1-11

Most people carry around a quiet suspicion that they are falling short. Not just in work or parenting
or relationships, but somewhere deeper - in the soul. There is often a quiet question beneath our
spiritual lives: Am | doing enough? For many people, faith begins to feel like chasing a horizon. You
keep moving, you keep striving, you keep improving - yet the horizon never gets any closer. The
question underneath every religion and every human heart eventually surfaces: What makes a

person right with God?

In Epistle to the Philippians 3:1-11, Paul the Apostle confronts that question head-on. He had the
perfect religious résumé - heritage, discipline, reputation, obedience. If righteousness could be
achieved through effort, Paul would have been the champion of religion. But Paul shocks us by
saying everything he once counted as gain is now loss. All the trophies, all the credentials, all the
spiritual achievements - rubbish compared to the surpassing worth of knowing Christ. The joy of the

Christian life begins when we stop trying to earn what Christ has already finished.

e What did God say to you through this passage and teaching?
e Did God reveal anything new to you?

e How is this relevant in your journey to make disciples who Love God and Love people?




QUESTIONS
e Why do you think people so naturally assume that being right with God must come through

effort, performance, or religious discipline?

e Paul counted his impressive spiritual résumé as loss compared to knowing Christ. What kinds of

achievements, habits, or identities do people today tend to rely on for spiritual confidence?

e How does the gospel - that Christ’s righteousness is given to us through faith - change the way

we approach obedience, failure, and our daily walk with God?

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
2 Corinthians 5:21 | Romans 8:1

CONCLUSION

Works-based religion quietly drains joy from the soul. When righteousness is tied to performance,
life becomes an endless scoreboard. Every failure brings shame. Every success brings pride.
Relationships become comparisons, obedience becomes duty, and assurance with God rises and
falls with the quality of your last week. A life like that cannot sustain joy because it never truly

rests.

But the gospel announces something radically different. In Christ, our sin was credited to Him and
His righteousness was credited to us. Our standing with God no longer rises and falls with our
effort - it rests on the finished work of Jesus. And when that truth finally sinks in, something
remarkable happens. The anxious striving begins to loosen its grip. Gratitude replaces pressure.
Security replaces comparison. Joy begins to grow again. The Christian life does not start with

working for God - it begins by resting in what Christ has already done.

Knowing that life transformation happens best through intentional, meaningful relationships, don’t

let this week’s sermon remain as mere information. In the next few days, look for ways to teach,

challenge, encourage and/or pray about what you’re discovering!




