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Basics of Bible Study  
Venture Church 

 
Step 1: Read the Bible 
 
Always begin with prayer asking God to help you in your 
study, understanding, and application of his Word.  
 
Spend at least 5 minutes each day reading the bible. Read 
for breath of knowledge. Read from… 
-The Psalms and the book of Proverbs 
-Read the Gospels 
-Read the Epistles or Letters in the New Testament  
 
Overtime, you will gain much knowledge of the content 
found in the bible.  
 
For bible study, I suggest you buy a good study bible: 
-MacArthur Study Bible 
-Ryrie Study Bible (I suggest this one, but any would be fine)  
-ESV Study Bible 
-NIV Study Bible 
 
A parallel bible would contain various translations in one 
location which makes passage comparison easier. For 
example:  
 
The NIV, KJV, NASB, and AMP Parallel Bible.  
 
Step 2: Observation 
 
Observation answers the question: What does it say?  
 
Read a new book several times through before studying it. 
After reading several times begin to make observations and 

write down your questions, phrases, customs, historical 
mentions, unfamiliar words, etc.  What’s confusing? Write it 
down. What’s helpful? What needs further study?  
 
Invite your Six Friends on the journey: Seek to answer 
these six questions first on your own as best as you can: 
 
 -What? 
 -Who? 
 -Why? 
 -Where? 
 -How? 
 -When? 
 
After trying to answer these questions, look for answers and 
help from reading online dictionaries and bible 
commentaries. Here are helpful websites: 
 
Bible Dictionaries: 
Easton’s Bible Dictionary –  
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/eastons-
bible-dictionary/  
 
For purchase, consider buying: 
Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary  
 
Bible Commentaries: 
Dr. Constable’s Free Online Notes on all 66 Books of the 
Bible 
www.SonicLight.org  
 
For purchase, consider buying: 
Moody Bible Commentary 
Bible Knowledge Commentary, O.T. and N.T.  
The MacArthur Bible Commentary Hardcover (one volume)  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/eastons-bible-dictionary/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/eastons-bible-dictionary/
http://www.soniclight.org/
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Word Studies: 
-www.Blueletterbible.org 
-https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/lecture-7-
word-studies (this article will help you learn how to do 
word studies) 
 
For purchase, consider buying: 
The Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible: ESV Edition, 
Hardbound by Zodhiates and Baker (2013).  
 
(You can also talk to pastors and leaders for book 
recommendations, including books on bible interpretation.)  
 
Step 3: Interpret the Passage  
 
In the interpretation stage you answer the question: What 
does it mean?  
 
When reading and studying an epistle or a letter in the New 
Testament, concentrate in studying one paragraph at a time 
(for historical books like those found in the Old Testament, 
or the book of Acts, read an entire unit or division.) During 
the interpretation stage you are refining your observations 
and using bible helps much more to define customs, 
individuals, difficulties in the text, unfamiliar words, etc.  
 
Here you are seeking fuller answers to the questions raised 
during the observation stage (key: 6 Friends) in order to 
answer the question: What did it mean to the first audience? 
 
Take notes, answer some of the questions you wrote down 
during your observations and write down questions for 
further study. 
 

Step 4: Apply the Passage 
Application asks the question: So, what? What should I do 
with what I have just learned about the message in, for 
example, the book of Philippians?  
 
When applying the bible, you want to ask questions such as: 
  

Be honest with yourself. Ask God to help you apply his Word. 
Write down your thoughts and responses.  
 
Step 5: Share your Findings with others  
 
Text it; Email it; Post it on FB; Share it with your family; 
Share it in your Connect Group; Teach it to others   
 
NEXT: Accept the Philippian Challenge and learn how to 
apply these steps to the book of Philippians or other books.  
 
 
For further study: Journey into God’s Word, by Duvall/Hays 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/lecture-7-word-studies
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/transcriptions/lecture-7-word-studies

