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O come, O come, Emmanuel

The Third Sunday In Advent
Sunday, December 14, 2025



A Church thrc Wc | ove Our Ncigkbor
Who We Are

The Parish Church worships God together in
community, offering an opportunity to come to know
and love the Lord Jesus. We believe that as we grow in
our love for God together, we will also grow closer to
one another - being known, sharing life, and loving
neighbors as Jesus taught us to do, right where we live.

The Parish Church at Habersham is a daughter church
plant of St. Helena in Downtown Beaufort. We are a
parish church of the Anglican Diocese of South Carolina
under the authority of Bishop Charles Edgar.



Liturgy of the Word

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 7 O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height

In ancient times didst give the law,

In cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Rod of Jesse’s stem,
From ev’ry foe deliver them

That trust thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict'ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel!



The Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and
The Holy Spirit.

People:  And Blessed be his kingdom, now and
for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

The Summary of the Law

Hymn Father of Mercy

Father of mercy, Lover of all children,
Who in their form didst send thy Son,
Gladly we bless thee, Humbly we pray thee
For all the children of the earth.

758 Agnus Dei

O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.



Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

First Reading Isaiah 35

! The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert
shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 2 it shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty
of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble
knees. 4 Say to those who have an anxious heart,

“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God

will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.

He will come and save you.”

> Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf unstopped; ¢ then shall the lame man leap like
a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;

7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where
they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the
Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It
shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they
are fools, they shall not go astray. ° No lion shall be there,
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nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not
be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 1 And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 146

! Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
21 will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3 Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4+ When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
> Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
6 Who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
7 Who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
® The Lord watches over the sojourners;
He upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked He brings to ruin.



10 The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the Lord!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.

New Testament James 5:7-20

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and
the late rains. ® You also, be patient. Establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. * Do not grumble
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 1 As an
example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. !' Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have
heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and
merciful. 12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either
by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your
“yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall
under condemnation.

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone
cheerful? Let him sing praise. * Is anyone among you sick?
Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.
15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and
the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins,
he will be forgiven. !¢ Therefore, confess your sins to one
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another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is
working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and
he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three
years and six months it did not rain on the earth. '® Then
he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore
its fruit. My brothers, if anyone among you wanders
from the truth and someone brings him back, ° let him
know that whoever brings back a sinner from his
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 8 While We Are Waiting, Come

While we are waiting, come;
While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,
While we are waiting, come.

With pow’r and glory, come;
With pow’r and glory, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come.

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to St. Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.



The Gospel Matthew 11:2-19

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the
Christ, he sent word by his disciples * and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
+ And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: ° the blind receive their sight and the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. ® And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What then did you go
out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. * What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. 1° This is he of whom it is written,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

1 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there
has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until
John, '* and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who
is to come. !* He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their
playmates,



17“We played the flute for you, and you did not
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon.” *° The Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet
wisdom is justified by her deeds.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gradual Hymn 8 While We Are Waiting, Come

With pow’r and glory, come;
With pow’r and glory, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come.

Come, Savior, quickly come;
Come, Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come.

Sermon
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and
invisible. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying,
“hear our prayer.”
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Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto
Almighty God.

The Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

The Absolution of Sin
The Comfortable Words
The Peace

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with your spirit.

Offertory
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Offertory Hymn 94 Hasten the Time Appointed

Hasten the time appointed,
By prophets long foretold,
When all shall dwell together,
One Shepherd and one fold;
Let ev’ry idol perish;

Thy truth to all make known,
Till ev’ry pray’r be offered

To God in Christ alone.

Let Jew and Gentile, meeting
From many a distant shore,
Around one altar kneeling,
One common Lord adore.
Let all that now divides us
Remove and pass away,

Like shadows of the morning
Before the blaze of day.

Let all that now unites us
More sweet and lasting prove,
A closer bond of union,
Within a land of love.

Let war be learned no longer,
Let strife and tumult cease,
All earth his blessed kingdom,
The Lord and Prince of Peace.

O long expected dawning,
Come with thy cheering ray!
When shall the morning brighten,
The shadows flee away?
O sweet anticipation!
It cheers the watchers on
To pray, and hope, and labor,
Until the night be gone.
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The Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

The Sursum Corda

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And with your spirit.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: ~ We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the Name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the
highest.

The Prayer of Consecration
Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Fraction
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Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been
sacrificed, (once for all upon the Cross).
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table,

O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your
table; but you are the same Lord whose character is
always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be
made clean by his body, and our souls washed through
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation

The Ministration of Communion

Communion Hymn I Will Wait For You (Ps 130)

CCLI 7118914

Out of the depths I cry to You,

In darkest places I will call.

Incline Your ear to me anew,

And hear my cry for mercy, Lord.
Were You to count my sinful ways,
How could I come before Your throne?
Yet, full forgiveness meets my gaze,

I stand redeemed by grace alone.
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I will wait for You,

I will wait for You,

On Your word I will rely.
I will wait for You,
Surely wait for You

Till my soul is satisfied.

So put Your hope in God alone,
Take courage in His pow’r to save,
Completely and forever won

By Christ emerging from the grave.
His steadfast love has made a way,
And God Himself has paid the price,
That all who trust in Him today
Find healing in His sacrifice.

I will wait for You,

I will wait for You,

On Your word I will rely.

I will wait for You,

Surely wait for You

For Your love is my delight.

The Post Communion Prayer

Heavenly Father, We thank you for feeding us with

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of
the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
Kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you,
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.
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The Blessing
Closing Hymn 497 I Love Thy Kingdom Lord

I love thy kingdom, Lord,

The house of thine abode,

The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With his own precious blood.

For her my tears shall fall;

For her my pray’rs ascend;

To her my cares and toils be giv'n,
Till toils and cares shall end.

Beyond my highest joy

I prize her heav’nly ways,

Her sweet communion, solemn vows,
Her hymns of love and praise.

Jesus, thou friend divine,

Our Savior and our King,

Thy hand from ev’ry snare and foe
Shall great deliv’rance bring.

Sure as thy truth shall last,

To Zion shall be givin

The brightest glories earth can yield,
And brighter bliss of heav’n.

The Dismissal
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
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Make A Note

Little Food Pantry-Every 3rd Sunday
Providing nutrition, fresh food, toiletries, and socks
at the pantry site on Joe Frazier Road.
Prayer Group-Parish Church at Habersham, 100 Market
Every Tues.
9:00am - Establish your prayer patterns with
The Book of Common Prayer.
Every Weds.
9:00am - Prayer for those in need, sickness, or adversity.
Every Weds.
7:30am - Men’s Book Study. Park House.
Romans 8-16 For You, by Tim Keller.
Contact Frank Koehn at koehnfe@gmail.com
Intercessory Prayer: Every Sunday during communion
or by appointment. Contact Rev. Claudia Carucci at
claudiac@theparish.org

Thank You for Worshipping with Us!
o To contact the church staft call our parish administrator
at 854-236-2550 or by email: admin@theparish.org

o Ifyou would like to support our ministry, please go to
TheParish.org and Click “Give” on the homepage.
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°~'§'~° THE PaRisy CHURCH

Order. of Worship Service
with Explanations

We have printed the entire service in this
booklet with an explanation for those people
not familiar with our worship service.
(Available at the front entrance.)

We at The Parish Church at Habersham
hope this will help you feel at home and
grow your faith in Jesus Christ.

Please let us know if we may provide
additional information to you.
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The Reverend James S. Sosnowski
Rector

The Reverend Dr. Christopher R. Seitz

Theologian in Residence

The Reverend Joseph Lawrence
Assisting Clergy

The Reverend Claudia Carucci
Deacon

The Reverend Thad Bullock

Deacon
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