THE PARISH CHURCH

The Sunday after Ascension Day
Sunday, May 21, 2023
10:30 am






Liturgy of the Word

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign Where E'er the Sun

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Doth his successive journeys run;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless pray’r be made,
And praises throng to crown his head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.

Blessings abound where’er he reigns;
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,

And all the sons of want are blest.

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with wings again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen.

The Acclamation

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!



The Collect for Purity
The Summary of the Law
Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise
you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14
¢So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord,
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. # But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” * And
when he had said these things, as they were looking on,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went,
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, ' and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
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heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey
away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the
upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot
and Judas the son of James. * All these with one accord were
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.!

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 68:1-10 (Please read the psalm responsively by half verse)

God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered;

and those who hate him shall flee before him!

2 As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away;
as wax melts before fire,
so the wicked shall perish before God!

3 But the righteous shall be glad;
they shall exult before God;
they shall be jubilant with joy!

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;
his name is the Lord;
exult before him!

> Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.

¢ God settles the solitary in a home;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,
but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.

_3-



7O God, when you went out before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness, Selah
8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain,
before God, the One of Sinai,
before God, the God of Israel.
% Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad;
you restored your inheritance as it languished;
10 your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the
needy.

Psalm 68:33-35

33 O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens;

listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.
34 Ascribe power to God,

whose majesty is over Israel;

and whose power is in the skies.

3> Awesome is God in his sanctuary,

the God of Israel;

he gives power and strength to his people.

Blessed be God!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit*
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen

New Testament: 1 Peter 4:12-14

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is
taking place among you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you
are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad
and shout for joy when his glory is revealed



14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you.

1 Peter 5:6-11

¢ Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. & Discipline
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.

? Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. 1° And after you have suffered for a
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support,
strengthen, and establish you. ' To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn: Before The Throne of God Above

Behold Him there the risen Lamb
My perfect spotless righteousness
The great unchangeable I Am

The King of glory and of grace

One with Himself I cannot die

My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Saviour and my God
With Christ my Saviour and my God



Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to St. John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: John 17:1-11

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes
to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify
your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have
given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. * And this is eternal life, that
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having
accomplished the work that you gave me to do. > And
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that I had with you before the world existed. ¢ “I
have manifested your name to the people whom you gave
me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them
to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know
that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I
have given them the words that you gave me, and they
have received them and have come to know in truth that I
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.
I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world
but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am
glorified in them. !* And I am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given
me, that they may be one, even as we are one.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon The Rev. Dr. Chris Seitz

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible. We
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our
prayer.”

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.



The Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution of Sin

The Comfortable Words

The Peace

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And with your spirit.

Offertory: Fairest Lord Jesus

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,

O thou of God and man the Son;

Thee will I cherish, Thee I will honor,

Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown.

Fair are the meadows, Fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

Who makes the woeful heart to sing.

Fair is the sunshine, Fairer the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,
Than all the angels heav’n can boast.



Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, Praise adoration,
Now and for evermore be thine.

The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Sursum Corda

Celebrant:The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Celebrant:Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant:Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the Name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The Prayer of Consecration

Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer



The Fraction

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been
sacrificed, once for all upon the Cross.
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but
in your abundant and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under
your table; but you are the same Lord whose character
is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be
made clean by his body, and our souls washed
through his most precious blood, and that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation
The Ministration of Communion
Communion Hymn: Resurrecting

The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now

The Savior knelt to wash our feet

Now at his feet we bow

The one who wore our sin and shame
Now robed in majesty

The radiance of perfect love

Now shines for all to see
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Chorus:

Your name Your name
Is victory

All praise Will rise

To Christ our king

The fear that held us now gives way
To him who is our peace

His final breath upon the cross

Is now alive in me

Bridge:

By your spirit I will rise
From the ashes of defeat
The resurrected king

Is resurrecting me

In your name I come alive
To declare your victory
The resurrected king

Is resurrecting me

The tomb where soldiers watched in vain
Was borrowed for three days

His body there would not remain

Our God has robbed the grave

Our God has robbed the grave

CCLI Song # 7051507
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The Post Communion Prayer

Heavenly Father, We thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn: Crown Him With Many Crowns

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! How the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own;
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,

And hail him as thy matchless King thro’ all eternity.

Crown him the Son of God before the worlds began,

And ye, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of Man,
Who ev’ry grief hath known that wrings the human breast,

And takes and hearts them for his own, that all in him may rest.

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save;
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high,

Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of heav’n, enthroned in the world above;
Crown him the King, to whom is giv'n the wondrous name of Love.
Crown him the many crowns, as thrones before him fall;

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for he is King of all.
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The Dismissal

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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If you have any prayer requests or questions about the Christian
faith, our Pastor, Jamie Sosnowski, is available at 843-817-5667
or at

If you would like to financially support our ministry, you
can go to and Click “Give” on
the homepage.

New to the Parish Church? Please let us know
who you are by scanning this code with your
phone's camera.
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